
Dear Trustees 

 

I am writing on behalf of the Association for Language Learning in response to the 

consultation on the proposed merged service licence for Red Button and Online. 

 

The Association for Language Learning is the UK's main professional association for 

language teachers and associated professionals, representing 5,000 members across all sectors 

of education, from primary to HE/ FE and adults and across all foreign languages.  Many of 

our members have regularly used BBC resources in their teaching, whether for schools or 

adults, and have highly valued the range and quality of the provision, which has an enviable 

reputation, built up over many years. 

 

The Association endorses the BBC's ongoing commitment to providing resources for school 

learners, particularly at a time when the government has placed greater emphasis on 

languages in the secondary curriculum and made languages compulsory in primary schools 

from KS2. 

 

However, the Association particularly welcomes the BBC Trust's recommendation that 

languages should be included as an essential skill for adults in the BBC's provision of formal 

learning resources.  We are all the more pleased to note this after some of our members 

expressed concern about the announcement on the current BBC languages website for adults 

(bbc.co.uk/languages) stating that the site is no longer being updated. 

 

As the BBC Trust will be aware, a number of official bodies such as the CBI and the British 

Chambers of Commerce, senior politicians and academic research have all recently 

underlined the importance of languages as a life-skill for adults in the highly mobile and 

competitive European work force. It is more than an enhancement for foreign holidays - it is 

an important factor for employability and for strengthening the UK's economic performance 

in the rest of the world.  The Association's website offers links to a number of the reports and 

research on this topic: 

http://www.all-

languages.org.uk/news/features/talking_the_talk_trading_our_way_out_of_recession 

http://www.all-

languages.org.uk/news/features/making_the_case_why_students_need_to_study_languages 

 

The BBC's commitment to languages for adults is particularly important at a time when the 

provision of language-learning opportunities for adults at local education level has declined 

significantly, with fewer funds available to support the infrastructure.  This gives the BBC a 

unique role to play, both for language teachers and autonomous language learners. 

 

The Association for Language Learning encourages the BBC to engage with sectoral experts 

as it develops plans to fulfil the new commitment.  We would be happy to contribute our 

experience and also the views of members in our extensive professional network. 

 

The Association notes that the new Service Licence proposes that the BBC should provide 'a 

limited amount of ... audio and video content from the BBC's archives for formal and 

informal educational use'.  A long-term archive of clips is of enormous value to teachers, as 

they can integrate these into their teaching and build their own teaching materials around 

them for their students.  As many of these clips were originally designed to be viewed many 

times over a period of years, we imagine that rights may not be an issue in continuing to 
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make the clips accessible.  We cannot stress how much our members value this archive and 

have come to rely on it as part of the BBC's educational provision, alongside the creation of 

new content. 

 

The Association feels that the time for considering the issues raised above comes at a 

particularly significant moment for the BBC, in the run up to Charter Renewal.  This provides 

a good opportunity to look again at the enormous public value the BBC undoubtedly provides 

through its learning content overall and in languages - and to consider the potential to unlock 

even more. We would welcome the opportunity to play a role in this longer-term 

development. 

 

This email is copied to Linda Parker, Director of the Association for Language Learning. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

David Wilson 
Trustee, Association for Language Learning 
 


