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Response to Radio 2 and 6 Service Reviews 
 
Radio 2 is the most listened to station in Wales, with almost ¾ million tuning in each week 
and a share of 18%. Its audience is well ahead of its UK level. In contrast, 6 Music’s audience 
in Wales at around 20,000 and a share of 0.2% is lower than the UK average. The Audience 
Council for Wales regularly holds outreach and accountability events across Wales and has 
been asking members of the audience specifically for comments regarding the two radio 
stations for the past 9 months. 
 
The most common response is that it is the second choice radio station of a wide range of 
listeners – both in terms of age, first language Welsh and English and geographical location. 
At an outreach event with students in Aberystwyth University for example both those 
whose first choice was Radio 1 and those whose first choice was either Radio Cymru or 
Radio Wales cited Radio 2 as their second choice radio station. Radio 2 also appears to be a 
popular choice when travelling by car with this being mentioned during numerous outreach 
events. On the whole Radio 2 was considered to be targeted largely at older people but 
with particular programmes that appealed to a younger age group.  
 
The other point which has become apparent during several outreach events is the level of 
loyalty felt by listeners towards individual presenters – with Terry Wogan, SteveWright, 
Jeremy Vine and Jonathan Ross all being mentioned. An example of the kind of comment 
received would be “I like Terry Wogan in the morning.  Well, he’s a national institution isn’t he?  
In the afternoon I listen to Steve Wright.  He’s always got something to say that’s worth hearing.”  
There does not appear to be the same level of loyalty towards the station itself though some 
participants at outreach events did say that they tuned in to the station on Sundays.  
 
The Ross/Brand affair does seem to have caused reputational damage to Radio 2. Even those 
young fans of Ross/Brand and Radio 2 – whom one might have thought would have been the 
most likely to have laughed off the incident - thought their behaviour unacceptable and at 
least partly held Radio 2 responsible for this editorial breach. 
 
6 Music has not been mentioned spontaneously at any Council outreach event. Even 
participants at events who have been aware of 6 Music have said that they do not listen to 
the station. This could partly be due to the lower level of DAB take-up in Wales compared 
to the rest of the UK.  
 
On the issue of reception/transmission, it is also worth noting that participants at a public 
meeting hosted by the Council in Blaenau Ffestiniog in April 2008 observed that they were 
frequent listeners to Radio 2, but that the main reason for this was that poor reception 
meant this was the only BBC radio station which they could receive. 
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