
   

 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

 

Held on Wednesday 11 December 2013 

By conference call 

 

Present: Lord Patten Chairman  

 Diane Coyle Vice Chairman  

 Alison Hastings  Trust member for England  

 David Liddiment Trust member  

   

In attendance from the Trust Unit:  

 Nicholas Kroll Director, BBC Trust 

 Alex Towers Deputy Director 

 Peter De Val Head of Legal 

 Stephanie Simmonds Deputy to Head of Legal 

 Katherine Grimes Deputy Head of Communications 

   

External attendees  

 Tom Cassels Partner, Baker & Mackenzie 



   

 

1 POLLARD REVIEW 

  

1.1 The four Trust members present were given delegated authority to assess on 

behalf of the full Trust whether it could continue to have confidence in the 

Report of the Pollard Review.  The members considered that the role of the 

Trust was to:  

 evaluate the recorded conversation;  

 weigh that against the Report of the Pollard Review as a whole and the 

explanations provided by Mr Pollard; and  

 decide whether the Trust could remain confident that Mr Pollard’s 

Report is robust as a basis for the Trust’s performance of its supervisory 

role. 

  

1.2 The Trust members received legal advice to assist in understanding the nature of 

their role and in performing the assessment of whether the Trust was still 

entitled to have confidence in the Report.  

  

1.3 The members noted that: 

 on 19 December 2012, the BBC Trust published a report by Nick Pollard 

into whether there were any failings in the BBC’s management of a 

dropped Newsnight investigation into Jimmy Savile, including the broadcast 

of tribute programmes; 

 in September 2013, the Trust was sent a letter detailing selected written 

extracts of a conversation, apparently between Nick Pollard and a 

journalist.  It was suggested that this raised questions about the validity of 

the conclusions of the report, in particular that Mr Pollard ‘had no reason 

to doubt’ former Director-General Mark Thompson’s evidence that he 

did not know the specifics of the Newsnight investigation into Savile; and 

 A recording of part of the conversation was received by the Trust on 19 

November, which requested an account of the conversation from Mr 

Pollard.  This was duly received on 10 December. 

  

1.4 The members: 

 noted that Mr Pollard has made clear that he continues to stand by the 

conclusion he reached in his report as to the knowledge of Mark 

Thompson about the nature of the Newsnight investigation into Jimmy 

Savile, which he says followed consideration of all relevant evidence 

before the Pollard Review; 

 noted that Mr Pollard acknowledges that it had been inappropriate to 

have had the conversation with the journalist at all, and that he apologises 

for it; 



   

 were satisfied that Mr Pollard properly weighed all the evidence that was 

available to him (including the letter from Ms Boaden) and that the 

conclusions of his report are robust, and were not undermined by the 

recorded conversation; 

 noted that Nick Pollard feels he made a drafting mistake by failing to refer 

to the letter from Helen Boaden’s solicitors, and agreed it would have 

been preferable for that letter to have been mentioned in the Report; 

and 

 expressed regret that Nick Pollard had decided to try to correct the 

record through an off-the-record conversation with a journalist, rather 

than raising this point directly with the BBC, who commissioned the 

report. 

  

1.5 The unanimous conclusion of the four Trust members was that they remain 

confident that Mr Pollard conducted an independent, fair and thorough 

examination of the issues raised by the dropped Newsnight investigation and that 

the conclusions of his report are robust.  In reaching that conclusion, they also 

took account of the correspondence between the Chairman of the CMS Select 

Committee, Nick Pollard and Helen Boaden in connection with the Committee’s 

hearing on 25 April 2013. 

  

1.6 The Trust members also agreed to: 

 communicate the decision taken on behalf of the Trust to the remaining 

Trust members; 

 advise the BBC Executive of its decision; 

 advise lawyers for Nick Pollard of its decision; and 

 publish a statement outlining the Trust’s decision, including the letter of 

10 December from Nick Pollard. 

 


