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Who we are 
 
UKCU: Our Future is a non-party political organisation encouraging 

young people to engage with the political debate, and particularly the 
constitutional debate in each constituent nation of the United 
Kingdom. Part of the UK Changing Union Partnership, it is run by 

young people, for young people and aims to engage, inform and to 
provide a forum for young people to have their voices heard.   

 
The issues raised in this response are made from the perspective of 
Welsh viewers but are largely reflective of issues pertaining to other 

devolved nations. 
 

Consultation response 
 

 “...wherever the people are well-informed, they can be trusted 
with their own government; that, whenever things get so far 
wrong as to attract their notice, they may be relied on to set them 
right” (Jefferson, 1789)1 

 
Those are the words of founding father, Thomas Jefferson, found in a 

handwritten letter addressed to the Welsh philosopher, Richard Price 
in 1789.  
 

An informed electorate is a core component of democracy and with 
Wales’ printed press industry suffering ever declining readership 

figures, the Welsh electorate are increasingly relying on the broadcast 
media to keep them informed on Welsh affairs.  
 

The population of England, by far the greatest of all the UK’s nations, 
makes it the focal point for any UK-wide broadcaster, with the BBC 
being no exception. A major story regarding English education or the 

English health service for example, would therefore undoubtedly be 
regarded a headline story for the BBC whereas a similar story in the 

context of Wales would have repercussions for only the small number 
of people resident in Wales and would therefore not be eligible for 
coverage on “national” (UK-wide) news bulletins or current affairs 

programmes. This not only deprives the Welsh electorate of significant 
and important information, but potentially could also mislead the 

                                                        
1 Jefferson, T. (1789) Handwritten letter to Richard Price. January 8 
1789. Available here: http://memory.loc.gov/cgi- 
bin/ampage?collId=mtj1&fileName=mtj1page010.db&recNum=0743. 
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Welsh electorate into taking English-only matters as being applicable 
to Wales. It begs the question, how can the people of Wales hold their 

government and politicians to account when they are so deprived of 
the necessary information? 

 
It is clear that the UK media have not adapted to what has effectively 
become a quasi-federal United Kingdom, and while this affects all 

aspects of the BBC’s current affairs and news output, it is perhaps 
most explicitly obvious in political debate programmes such as 
occasional leaders debates and regular programming such as Question 
Time and Newsnight.  
 

In the case of Question Time – a UK-wide, so-called “national” 
programme, Welsh viewers will frequently find themselves watching a 

debate on very important and emotive subjects such as education 
reform or the privatisation of the NHS that have zero relevance to 
them as devolved fields. It is clear that the BBC are aware of its 

frequent irrelevance to Wales and other devolved nations, because 
when broadcast from Wales, audience members are told that they are 

not allowed to ask questions on these policy areas because they will 
not be relevant to the majority English audience.  
 

That one of the most popular current affairs programmes broadcast in 
Wales is prevented from covering devolved matters - that is, those 
matters that are of most significance to the people of Wales - is clearly 

damaging to Welsh democracy and is not sustainable in the long-
term.  

 
It is worth noting that Welsh speakers have access to the BBC-
produced, Newyddion, shown on S4C, the content of which is on a par 

with the ten o’clock English language news services, rather than 
regional programmes such as the BBC’s Wales Today, in that it covers 

global events, not just domestic matters. It should surely be a long-
term ambition for the BBC to transpose Newyddion to the English 

language channels, offering respective viewers in each constituent 
nation a truly “national” service that is relevant to them, eventually 
developing the BBC into federal broadcasting structure, reflecting the 

quasi-federal nature of the UK constitution.  
 

However, in the mean time, it should be considered a duty on the BBC 
in particular as a state broadcaster, to facilitate democratic 
accountability and at the very least offer the equivalent of the service 

provided to Scottish viewers in allocating a twenty minute slot within 
Newsnight, providing Welsh viewers with an in-depth discussion of 

Welsh political affairs every evening on BBC Two in English and on 
S4C in Welsh.  
 

To have daily, public scrutiny of Welsh governance would drastically 
improve democratic accountability in Wales and would go some way in 



addressing Wales’ democratic deficit. Ultimately, it is the people of 
Wales that are tasked with setting the government right when things 

go wrong but without being well-informed, the people of Wales simply 
cannot be expected to trust themselves to do so.  

  


