
BBC News and Current Affairs Review of BBC  

A response from the Ofcom Advisory Committee for Scotland (ACS) 

 

 

The BBC’s News and Current Affairs (NCA) consultation states that content specifically 

aimed at the nations and regions is excluded from its remit. ACS is astonished that given 

long-standing devolution in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, any contemporary terms 

of reference for a public service broadcaster could be drawn up that does not take this fact 

into account, as especially so in the year before the referendum on Scottish independence. 

Any assessment of the extent to which the BBC is meeting its current NCA public service 

broadcasting obligations, needs to consider television, radio and online news and current 

affairs targeted at Scotland.  

 

In ACS’s response to the DCMS Media Ownership and Plurality Consultation, in October 

2013, we noted that ‘we are now in the run-up to the referendum on Scottish independence to 

be held on 18 September 2014. ACS is especially concerned with the adequacy of the BBC’s 

performance in serving the Scottish nation, whether at UK network or BBC Scotland levels.’ 

 

On 26 November 2013, the Scottish Government issued its White Paper on plans for an 

independent Scotland, Scotland’s Future, which included the proposal to replace BBC 

Scotland with a Scottish Broadcasting Service, with full PSB obligations, whilst still, it 

intends, having a partnership with the BBC.  

 

ACS – which takes no view as to the merits or demerits of the Scottish Government’s 

proposals - has nevertheless noted the publication of the White Paper as significant. Its 

proposals will be debated during the referendum campaign and will require serious 

interrogation for its feasibility or otherwise. While the outcome of the referendum on 

independence to be held on 18 September 2014 remains to be seen, ACS considers that in part 

because of this intervention, debate about the future of BBC Scotland and the BBC’s 

governance more widely will continue. 

 

Although the continuing popularity of the BBC should not be underestimated, in the BBC 

Trust’s Review and Assessment 2013, it was noted that only 48% of license fee payers in 

Scotland felt that the BBC represented them in its NCA content. The figure was the lowest 

across all of the nations and regions of the UK.  

 

In this connection, ACS wishes to draw attention to the homogenising effect of centralised 

newsgathering and the resulting imbalance between UK network and nations and regions 

news coverage. From a Scottish perspective, England unduly dominates the news agenda, and 

within England, it is anyhow focused far too much on London and the South East, whether in 

terms of news priorities, editorial ranking of stories or location of broadcasts. This is still the 

case even when the density of the UK’s population is taken into account. ACS considers this 

skew is as much an issue for the rest of England and the other nations, as it is for Scotland. 

 

Given that the BBC has major broadcasting centres around the UK, and that license fee 

income is drawn from the whole of the UK, representation of the diversity of the UK is 

distinctly lacking. Stories from across the UK, including Scotland, are being missed because 

they do not make it onto the central newsgathering diary. This is also the case inside Scotland 

as well as across the UK and is a factor in exacerbating the performance gap in reporting 

news relevant to the nations and regions. 

 

ACS is concerned that the impact of the BBC’s efficiency review, Delivering Quality First 

(DQF) is beginning to affect the quality and range of journalistic and broadcast output both at 

a UK and Scottish level.  
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