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DISCUSSION ON PRINCIPLES OF THE BBC CONTENT SUPPLY REVIEW 
 

Head of BBC Wales production, Clare Hudson, informed the Council about the programming produced 

by BBC Wales for the BBC radio and TV networks. 

The Council was reminded that the growth of Network production in Wales was sparked by the 

transformative impact of Doctor Who’s revival, and subsequently by the BBC’s Network Supply Review of 

television.  It has established Wales as a major production centre and has greatly strengthened the wider 

creative economy in the nation. 

 

This has included growth in the independent TV production sector that was responsible for such 

programmes as Merlin and Atlantis, and has led to the development of a critical mass of TV production in 

the Cardiff area. This contributes significantly to the economy of Wales with the Government of Wales 

reporting recently that 50,000 people are now employed within the creative industries sector in Wales. 

 

In considering its advice to the Trust on its consultation on the principles of network supply, the 

Council expressed several concerns regarding the possible impact of the BBC Executive proposals 

regarding the establishment of ‘BBC Production’.  

 

The Council made reference to the third principle upon which the Trust was consulting – “using a wide 

range and diversity of supply across all genres and from across the UK”. The Council considered that 

the Trust should reassure itself that changes in the BBC’s content supply arrangements would not 

undermine the BBC’s Public Purposes and not impact upon the BBC’s role in developing talented 

individuals, both presenters and other staff, who currently also go on to the independent sector to 

enrich the work of those companies and the programming they supply to the BBC 

 

The Council believes that an additional and over-riding principle should be added which is that the 

BBC’s content supply arrangements should: 

 

- ensure the promotion of the BBC’s Public Purposes. 

 

 


