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MINUTES OF AUDIENCE COUNCIL ENGLAND MEETING 

 

Held on Tuesday 4 December 2012  

in the BBC Trust boardroom, Great Portland Street, London 

 

 

Present: Alison Hastings (Chair) Trust member for England 

 Wendy Andrews East 

 Sanjay Dighe London 

 Jill Hogan South East 

 Thelma Holland South West 

 Shabana Kausar West 

 Stephen Marshall Yorkshire and Lincolnshire 

 Adrian Morgan East Midlands 

 Ian Palmer Yorkshire 

 Sarah Ralph East representative 

 Waheed Saleem West Midlands 

 Toni Shaw South 

 Bruce Thomas North West 

 Hannah Underwood North East and Cumbria 

   

In attendance from the Trust Unit: 

Item 4 Kevin Blacoe Senior Strategy Adviser 

Item 5 Leanne Buckle Senior Editorial Strategy Adviser 

 Philip Lillico Chief Adviser, England 

 Geoff Prout Public Accountability Manager 

 Anne Rawlings Project Co-ordinator  

 Lydia Thomas Adviser, England 

Item 5 Victoria Wakely Senior Editorial Adviser 

   

From the Executive: 

Items 3-4 David Holdsworth Controller, English Regions 

   

 

  



CONFIDENTIAL  ACEM(12) 8 

2 

 

 

 

1 MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING  

   

1.1 

 

The council approved the minutes of its meeting on 16 October 2012 as an 

accurate record of proceedings. 

ACEM (12) 7 

   

1.2 The Trust member for England reported on the recent events at the BBC 

including the Newsnight report of 2 November, the subsequent resignation 

of the then Director-General and the appointment of the Director-General 

designate. She also gave details about the reviews which the BBC had 

commissioned including the Pollard Review which was looking at the events 

surrounding the cancelled Newsnight investigation into allegations of sexual 

abuse of children by Jimmy Savile and the Smith Review which was looking 

into the culture and practices of the BBC during the years that Jimmy Savile 

worked at the BBC. The council members gave their views and reported 

on the public reaction to recent events.   

 

   

   

2  CONTROLLER, ENGLISH REGIONS: REPORT ACE (12) 26 

   

2.1 The Controller, English Regions reported on the current series of Inside 

Out and the editorial and production initiatives which had been 

implemented to the 10.25pm regional television news bulletins.  

 

   

2.2 The council noted the advanced planning and pilots for the all local radio 7-

10pm weekday programme which would be launched in January 2013.  

 

   

2.3 The council also noted that there had been a decline in the number of 

listeners to local radio for the last two quarters, and would monitor this as 

part of the performance review in March. 

 

   

2.4 The Controller updated the council on work to improve the profile of 

female presenters across BBC Local Radio particularly during the breakfast 

programmes. Members discussed how the diversity of presenters, 

contributors and BBC staff helps to represent and reflect the audience and 

the issues arising for listeners.   

 

   

2.5 The Controller reported on the BBC’s coverage of the Police and Crime 

Commissioner elections. The members noted the coverage and the BBC’s 

role in holding public services to account.    

 

   

2.6 The council noted a paper detailing the programmes produced during 2012 

through the English Regions Impact Fund. Members discussed the range of 

commissions across the 12 English broadcasting regions and future plans 

for the fund.  
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3 LOCAL TELEVISION UPDATE Oral 

   

3.1 The council received a presentation from the Senior Strategy Adviser on 

the new Local Television stations.   

 

   

3.2 The council noted that 21 locations had been announced around the UK, 

and the licences for these were currently being allocated. They also noted 

the specific responsibilities of the organisations who were involved in the 

delivery of Local Television which included the Department for Culture, 

Media and Sport, Ofcom, the BBC and the BBC Trust.  

 

   

3.3 Members discussed the issues arising including value for money for licence 

fee payers, the cost effectiveness of the technical infrastructure, the 

process for the acquisition of content from the Local Television services 

including maintaining editorial standards and how these stations would 

work alongside BBC regional television and local radio. 

 

   

   

4 PRESENTATION ON EDITORIAL STANDARDS, BBC TRUST Oral 

   

4.1 The council received a presentation from the Senior Editorial Adviser and 

the Senior Editorial Strategy Adviser on the role of the Trust in setting, 

maintaining and monitoring editorial standards and how the Trust ensures 

compliance with the BBC’s editorial guidelines which set out the BBC’s 

values and standards. 

 

   

4.2 The council noted the BBC’s complaints process and the role of the Trust’s 

Editorial Standards Committee.   

 

   

4.3 Members were updated on the role of the Trust in commissioning 

impartiality reviews and seminars.  The current review was on Breadth of 

Opinion and would be published during summer 2013. Members discussed 

the impact of such reviews on the BBC’s programming and commissioning 

processes.   

 

   

   

5 UPDATE FROM TRUST MEETINGS: MINUTES AND REPORTS ACE(12) 27 

   

5.1 The council noted the minutes and report from the recent Trust meeting.  

   

   

6 THE TRUST’S MEETING WITH ITS AUDIENCE COUNCILS ACE(12) 28 

   

6.1 The council noted the paper setting out the suggested areas of interest for 

audiences in England for discussion at the Trust’s meeting with its Audience 

Councils. 
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6.2 Members welcomed the proposed areas of interest and suggested the 

inclusion of additional evidential data. There would also be an opportunity 

to discuss the final preparatory work at the January meeting of the 

Audience Council England. 

 

   

6.3 The council agreed that the Chief Adviser, England would circulate the 

approved paper to the Trust member for England and the three members 

who would represent the Audience Council England at the meeting on 16 

January.  

 

   

   

7 THE BBC TRUST’S SERVICE REVIEW OF BBC ONLINE: 

AUDIENCE COUNCIL ENGLAND SUBMISSION 

ACE(12) 29 

   

7.1 The Chief Adviser, England thanked the members and the panels for their 

contributions to the Trust’s service review of BBC Online. 

 

   

7.2 The council approved the Audience Council England submission subject to 

some minor drafting amendments. This would be forwarded to the project 

team. 

 

   

   

8 ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

   

8.1 The revisions to the Audience Councils’ Terms of Reference were noted.    

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 


