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MINUTES OF AUDIENCE COUNCIL ENGLAND MEETING 

 

Held on Tuesday 30 April 2013  

in the Frank Gillard room, New Broadcasting House, London 

 

 

Present: Alison Hastings (Chair) Trust member for England 

 Wendy Andrews East 

 Nadine Boreland East Midlands representative 

 Jo Curry North East and Cumbria 

 Sanjay Dighe London 

 Jill Hogan South East 

 Thelma Holland South West 

 Stephen Marshall Yorkshire and Lincolnshire 

 Ian Palmer Yorkshire 

 Sarah Ralph East representative 

 Waheed Saleem West Midlands 

 Katie Sorrell South representative 

 Bruce Thomas North West 

   

Apologies Shabana Kausar West 

 Adrian Morgan East Midlands 

 Toni Shaw South 

Attendees from the 

Trust: 

  

 Suzanna Taverne Trust member 

Attendees from the Trust Unit: 

 Frances Bryant Adviser, English Regions, South 

Item 5 Jamie Nicholson Strategy Analyst 

 Lydia Thomas Adviser, England 

 Carol Webster Adviser, English Regions, North and 

Midlands 

From the Executive: 

Item 5 Shane Allen Controller, Comedy Commissioning 

Item 4 David Holdsworth Controller, English Regions 
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1 MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING  

   

1.1 

 

The council approved the minutes of its meeting on 5 March 2013 as an 

accurate record of proceedings. 

ACEM (13) 2 

   

1.2 The council noted that the Audience Council England Appointments Panel 

had approved the nomination of sixteen new panel members and the 

extension of appointment for eleven existing panel members. Interviews for 

the new members of the West Midlands, London, South and West panels 

would take place shortly.  

 

   

1.3 The Trust member for England updated members on other issues since the 

last meeting, including the arrival in post of the Director-General; the 

announcement of further senior executive appointments; a cap on BBC 

senior staff severance pay; the Chairman and the Director-General’s 

appearance before the Department for Culture, Media and Sport Select 

Committee and the BBC Executive’s response to recent editorial matters 

including Panorama and Radio 1’s Official Chart Show. 

 

   

   

2  UPDATE FROM TRUST MEETINGS: MINUTES AND REPORTS ACE (13) 12  

   

2.1 The council noted the minutes and reports from the recent Trust 

meetings.  

 

   

2.2 The Trust member for England provided an update on the sale of Lonely 

Planet by BBC Worldwide.   

 

   

2.3 The council noted the Trust’s impartiality review on BBC coverage of rural 

areas of the UK. The Trust Unit was developing the terms of reference for 

the review and further details, including the contribution by the Audience 

Councils, would follow.   

 

   

2.4 The Trust member gave a progress update on the Trust’s service review of 

BBC Online and BBC Red Button and thanked the members for the 

Audience Council England submission to the service review. 

 

   

3 CONTROLLER, ENGLISH REGIONS: REPORT ACE(13) 13 

   

3.1 The Controller, English Regions gave a presentation on the first ten years 

of Inside Out, the BBC’s regional current affairs television programme in 

England.   

 

   

3.2 The council noted that Inside Out had delivered a stable performance over 

the ten year period and brought current affairs reporting to viewers who 

did not watch any other BBC current affairs programmes.  Members were 

updated on the plans to increase its identity and audience awareness 
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including a regional rebranding of the programme title  

   

3.3 The Controller, English Regions reported that the next series of Inside Out   

would be delivered with a 20 per cent budget reduction under the 

Delivering Quality First strategy. Members noted the challenges and measures 

in place to accommodate this budget reduction which included greater 

integration between the newsroom and current affairs production teams 

and increased use of innovative technology.   

 

   

3.4 Members provided feedback on Inside Out from the January and February 

panel meetings. They noted the importance of Inside Out for local 

journalism and the informed coverage of regional issues by specialist 

reporters; the opportunities for local, multi-platform audience engagement; 

and the challenges for engaging with a younger audience.  

 

   

3.5 The Controller, English Regions provided a progress update on the Mark 

Forrest programme on BBC Local Radio and outlined plans for the coverage 

of the local elections in England in early May 2013. An update on local radio 

programmes for Asian and Black communities would be provided at a 

future meeting.  

 

   

4 SHANE ALLEN, CONTROLLER, COMEDY COMMISSIONING Oral  

   

4.1 The Controller, Comedy Commissioning reported on his role and the 

BBC’s future ambitions for the development of comedy programmes and 

talent across the BBC channels.  

 

   

4.2 He described the commissioning considerations and new programme 

developments for BBC comedy in an era of social media. Members were 

briefed on the evolution of television comedy programmes; noting the 

proving ground of radio comedy before the transfer to television, for 

example Alan Partridge, Little Britain and Miranda; and the enduring relevance 

of comedy programmes over time, such as Dad’s Army.    

 

   

4.3 The council noted the presentation and discussed the issues for comedy 

and entertainment for the BBC in the future, including the nurturing of 

comedy writers and performers.   

 

   

5 AUDIENCE COUNCIL ENGLAND: ANNUAL REVIEW REPORT 

2012 - 2013 

ACE(13) 14 

   

5.1 The council received a progress update on the preparation of the 2012 – 

2013 Annual Review Report and the development of the Audience Council 

England website.  
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6 DISCUSSION ON BBC ONE: POST PANEL MEETINGS Oral  

   

6.1 Members considered the key themes emerging from the panel meeting 

discussions on BBC One. These would inform the council’s submission to 

the Trust’s review of BBC television services later in the year.  

 

   

6.2 Members discussed a number of issues including how well BBC One 

performed against the remit outlined in the service licence; the role and 

identity of the channel in a multi-channel world; key genres including drama 

and factual programmes; and the channel’s schedule.  

 

   

   

7 BRIEFING FOR AUDIENCE COUNCIL ENGLAND’S PANEL 

MEETINGS: SUMMER 2013 

ACE(13)15 

   

7.1 The summer round of panel meetings were scheduled to take place 

between 2 May and 20 June.  

 

   

7.2 Members noted the topics which would be considered at the panel 

meetings, including discussion on BBC Two, BBC Three and BBC Four as 

further preparatory work for the Trust’s review of BBC television services. 

 

   

7.3 Members discussed the communication with panel members between panel 

meetings. The Advisers, English Regions would keep a formal record to 

ensure that this continued to work well and was maintained.  

 

   

   

 


