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MINUTES OF AUDIENCE COUNCIL ENGLAND MEETING 

 

Held on Tuesday 15 January 2013  

in the BBC Trust boardroom, Great Portland Street, London 

 

 

Present: Alison Hastings (Chair) Trust member for England 

 Sanjay Dighe London 

 Jill Hogan South East 

 Thelma Holland South West 

 Shabana Kausar West 

 Ian Palmer Yorkshire 

 Sarah Ralph East representative 

 Waheed Saleem West Midlands 

 Toni Shaw South 

 Bruce Thomas North West 

   

Apologies Wendy Andrews East 

 Stephen Marshall Yorkshire and Lincolnshire 

 Adrian Morgan East Midlands 

 Hannah Underwood North East and Cumbria 

   

   

In attendance from the Trust Unit: 

 Frances Bryant Adviser, English Regions, South 

 Philip Lillico Chief Adviser, England 

 Lydia Thomas Adviser, England 

 Carol Webster Adviser, English Regions, North and 

Midlands 

   

From the Executive: 

Item 4 David Holdsworth Controller, English Regions 
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1 MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING  

   

1.1 

 

The council approved the minutes of its meeting on 4 December 2012 as 

an accurate record of proceedings. 

ACEM (12) 8 

   

1.2 The council noted the Chief Adviser, England’s update on the panel 

recruitment process for 2013.  

 

   

1.3 The Trust member for England provided an update on events since the last 

meeting which included the publication of The Pollard Report on 19 

December 2012.  Members gave their views on the findings of the report 

and reflected on the key issues for the BBC and the public going forward.   

 

   

2 UPDATE FROM TRUST MEETINGS: MINUTES AND REPORTS ACE (13) 1 

   

2.1 The council noted the minutes and reports from the recent Trust 

meetings. 

 

   

3  CONTROLLER, ENGLISH REGIONS: REPORT ACE(13) 2 

   

3.1 The Controller, English Regions outlined the briefing he had prepared for 

the Director-General designate on matters relating to the English regions. 

He noted that the Director-General designate would be visiting BBC 

Nottingham in the near future.     

 

   

3.2 The Controller explained the role of the BBC’s 26 local political reporters 

in the English regions. Council members noted the impact of the local 

political reporters as specialist leads in the 26 English regions in which they 

were based. The Controller noted that it was hoped to fund an additional 

14 posts, though this was dependent on the reinvestment savings specified 

within Delivering Quality First.      

 

   

3.3 The Controller updated the members on the launch of the new Mark 

Forrest programme which was being broadcast across all BBC local radio 

stations at 7-10pm on weekdays.  He explained the decision process for 

individual stations ‘opting out’ to cover local sport or other events. 

Members gave initial views on the programme, and the Trust member for 

England noted that the programme would be discussed at the next round 

of panel meetings, and feedback provided at a future council meeting.  

 

   

3.4 The Controller updated the members on other BBC local radio 

developments including a common broadcast time for BBC Introducing 

across the BBC’s local radio stations; and a common broadcast time on 

some BBC local radio stations for ethnic minority local radio programmes 

which were supported by two web pages profiling the content.  
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4 THE TRUST’S MEETING WITH ITS AUDIENCE COUNCILS 

2013: FINAL PREPARATION 

ACE(13) 3 

   

4.1 The council would be represented at the Trust’s meeting with its Audience 

Councils scheduled for 16 January 2013 by the members for the North 

East and Cumbria, the South West and London.   

 

   

4.2 The council noted the paper and presentation setting out the Audience 

Council England’s priorities and issues for England for submission to the 

meeting of the Trust with its Audience Councils.  These priorities were:  

Maintaining the quality of services specifically made for audiences in 

England; ensuring access to all BBC services for audiences in England; and 

developing authentic portrayal and representation of life in all parts of 

England.    

 

   

4.3 The council discussed the BBC’s four strategic objectives: quality and 

distinctiveness, serving all audiences, value for money and openness and 

transparency, in advance of the meeting with the Trust on the following 

day.   

 

   

5 THE BBC TRUST’S REVIEW OF SERVICES FOR CHILDREN: 

INITIAL FEEDBACK FROM PANEL MEMBERS 

Oral 

   

5.1 The Trust member for England reported on the process for the Trust’s 

review of services for children and welcomed the response and feedback 

from the panels. 

 

   

5.2 The Chief Adviser, England reported on the initial feedback from panel 

members who had responded to online questionnaires on CBBC and 

CBeebies ahead of two planned conference calls on 16 January 2013; one 

for CBBC to be led by the member for the South East and one for 

CBeebies to be led by the member for Yorkshire.  

 

   

5.3 The member for Yorkshire would represent the council at a forthcoming 

briefing meeting for the four Audience Councils on the Trust’s review of 

services for children, to be held at BBC North.  

 

   

6 THE BBC TRUST’S SERVICE REVIEW OF BBC TELEVISION: 

AUDIENCE COUNCIL ENGLAND’S CONTRIBUTION 

ACE(13) 4 

   

6.1 The council noted the paper setting out the suggested approach for the 

council’s contribution to the Trust’s service review of BBC television 

services. 

 

   

6.2 Members approved the proposed approach and the provisional timetable.   

   

7 BRIEFING FOR AUDIENCE COUNCIL ENGLAND’S PANEL ACE(13) 5 
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MEETINGS: SPRING 2013 

   

7.1 The Trust member for England noted that the spring round of panel 

meetings were scheduled to take place between 23 January and 21 March.  

 

   

7.2 The members had an initial discussion about the topics which would be 

considered at the panel meetings, including BBC One, in preparation for 

the Trust’s review of BBC television services; Inside Out and initial feedback 

on the new Mark Forrest all BBC local radio programme.  

 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 


