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MINUTES OF AUDIENCE COUNCIL ENGLAND MEETING 

 

Held on Wednesday 11 September 2013 

in the Huw Wheldon room, New Broadcasting House, London 

 

 

Present: Alison Hastings (Chair) Trust member for England 

 Wendy Andrews East 

 Jo Curry North East and Cumbria 

 Sanjay Dighe London 

 Jenny Drew West Midlands representative 

 Jill Hogan South East 

 Thelma Holland South West 

 Shabana Kausar West 

 Stephen Marshall Yorkshire and Lincolnshire 

 Ian Palmer Yorkshire 

 Toni Shaw South 

 Bruce Thomas North West 

   

Apologies: Adrian Morgan East Midlands 

   

In attendance from 

the Trust 

  

 Sonita Alleyne Trust member 

   

In attendance from the Trust Unit:  

 France Bryant Adviser, English Regions, South 

 Philip Lillico Chief Adviser, England 

 Lydia Thomas Adviser, England 

 
Carol Webster 

Adviser, English Regions, North and 

Midlands 

   

   

 

From the Executive:  

Item 4 David Holdsworth Controller, English Regions  
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1 MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING  

   

1.1 The committee approved the minutes of its meeting on 25 June 2013 as an 

accurate record of proceedings. 

ACEM(13) 4 

   

1.2 The Trust member for England updated members on other issues since 

the last meeting. These included the publication of the BBC’s Annual 

Report and Accounts;  the publication of the National Audit Office and the 

KPMG LLP reports into various aspects of severance payments; the House 

of Commons Public Accounts Committee (PAC) hearing on 9 September 

2013; and the announcement by the BBC Director-General of plans to 

increase the number of female presenters on BBC local radio breakfast 

programmes.  

 

   

1.3 Members discussed the role of the BBC Trust in protecting the interests 

of licence fee payers; and considered the reputational challenges for the 

BBC in response to the recent reports on severance payments to BBC 

senior managers and wider issues relating to the governance of the BBC.  

 

   

2 UPDATE FROM TRUST MEETINGS AND OTHER TRUST 

ISSUES 

ACE (13) 22 

   

2.1 The Audience Council noted the minutes and reports from the recent 

Trust meetings. 

 

   

2.2 Members discussed the 18 month pilot of S4C programming on BBC 

iPlayer and the future of catch-up services for radio including podcasts and 

radioplayer.   

 

   

   

3 CONTROLLER, ENGLISH REGIONS: REPORT ACE (13) 23 

   

3.1 The Controller, English Regions described the work in progress to 

increase the number of female presenters across all BBC local radio 

stations, particularly on the breakfast shows, and to reflect the wider 

diversity of the local radio audience. Members welcomed plans to broaden 

on-air presentation, in particular developing the range of female 

broadcasters across the BBC local radio stations. They noted that the 

debate on increasing representation in relation to gender and wider 

diversity was not unique to the BBC, and consideration should also be 

given to the role of contributors and guests in helping to achieve this.   

 

   

3.2 The Controller, English Regions noted the launch of a BBC local radio 

apprenticeships scheme for young people aged 18 to 24.  

 

   

3.3 The Audience Council noted the developing plans for Local TV with the 

first of the new channels due to launch in Grimsby in November 2013.  
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3.4 The Controller, English Regions updated the council on Project England, 

led by the Director, BBC North, which would work to develop the impact 

of the BBC’s programme-making activity across England and network 

programme output from BBC Bristol and BBC Birmingham. 

 

   

   

4 THE TRUST’S REVIEW OF BBC NEWS – PRESENTATION 

AND BRIEFING 

ACE (13) 24 

   

4.1 The Audience Council received a presentation from the Chief Adviser, 

England on the BBC Trust’s review of news.  

 

   

4.2 The BBC Trust’s review of news would form the main topic of discussion 

at the autumn round of panel meetings scheduled to take place between 

18 September and 17 October. Members considered the scope of the 

review and had an initial discussion about the contribution from the 

Audience Council.  

 

   

   

5 THE TRUST’S SERVICE REVIEW OF TELEVISION – 

PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION 

Oral 

   

5.1 The Chief Adviser, England noted the key issues raised by the panel 

members during the spring and summer panel meetings where the main 

discussion topics had been the performance of BBC television services.   

 

   

5.2 The Audience Council divided into two working groups to consider the 

issues raised at the spring and summer panel meetings. The members 

discussed the issues in relation to the BBC television portfolio and 

identified the key issues the Audience Council wished to raise in its advice 

to the Trust.  

 

   

5.3 A draft submission on the Trust’s service review of BBC Television would 

be considered at the October Audience Council England meeting.  

 

   

   

6 ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

   

6.1 The Trust member for England noted that this would be the last meeting 

attended by Thelma Holland, the member for the South West and 

thanked her, on behalf of the Trust and the Audience Council England, for 

her valued contribution, diligence and commitment during her many years 

as a member. 

 

   

   

 


