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Appointments to the new BBC Board 
 
In September 2015 the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport commissioned Sir David 
Clementi to carry out a review of the governance and regulation of the BBC as part of Charter 
renewal. Sir David’s review ‘the Clementi review’ reported in March of this year. One of the proposals 
was for the BBC to be governed by a single Board. The Clementi review raised the issue of 
appointments to that new Board and suggested that some appointments could be made 
independently from Government. The Secretary of State is currently considering the report and his 
response to it. 
 

The role of Government in appointments to the BBC Board 
 
A statement that informed respondents that the government should not be able to make appointments 
to the board of a state broadcaster was presented, alongside the opposite view that government 
politicians should have the power to appoint and hence influence the direction of the BBC. 
 
Nearly half (45%) support the view that the government should not have the power to make any Non-
Executive appointments, rising to 67% among those aged 75+ and 59% of Scots, as shown in Figure 
1 below. 
 
A quarter (25%) believe in a compromise solution, with ‘some’ Non-Execs being appointed by 
government. 
 
Very few members of the public (7%) think that all Non-Exec positions should be appointed by 
government. It does rise to 12% among 18-24s and 13% among 25-34s, and most notably, to 18% 
among those people entirely unconcerned by the possibility of government being able to appoint a 
majority of members to the BBC Board. 
 
Figure 1 – Roles the government should appoint to the BBC Board

 
 
Among those who think the government should have the power to appoint ‘some’ Non-Execs to the 
BBC Board, half (54%) think this should be the Non-Execs from the nations, with fewer (29%) saying 
it should be the Chairperson and Vice-Chair.  
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Concern over power of government to appoint BBC Board members 
 
The proposal for government to have the power to appoint BBC Board members implies, for the first 
time, that it could end up with a majority of its own appointments on the Board. Further, this also 
implies that government appointees could have casting vote control over important decisions on the 
BBC’s future including, potentially, over editorial matters. 
 
Six in ten (61%) would be concerned by such developments, with 25% saying they would be very 
concerned (35% quite concerned) about the risk of too much government interference in the running 
of a public broadcaster, as shown in Figure 2 below.  Men (64%), older people (55+: 72%) and ABs 
(68%) are most likely to express concern, with women (57%), 35-44s (51%) and C2DEs (56%) least 
so. 
 
Another core group expressing higher levels of concern are those who believe the government should 
have no power to appoint Non-Executives (81%). 
 
Figure 2 - Concern over government majority appointment power to the Board of the BBC 
 

 
 
One in four (24%) show little in the way of concern, with 6% showing none.  The lack of any concern 
rises to 14% among those who think the government should have power to appoint all Non-Execs. 

 
Alternative ways of making appointments to the BBC Board 
 
A follow up question probed who people think should specifically make the appointments to the BBC 
Board. The response again strongly suggests that the public do not support the government in making 
the appointments.  Less than one in five (18%) believe that the government should make a majority of 
appointments, with 10% saying those appointed should not necessarily be experienced in public 
broadcasting, and 8% are happy with someone government appointed and with broadcasting 
experience, as shown in Figure 3 below. 
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Figure 3 - Who should have majority appointment power? 
 

 
 
Many more (50%) believe that the right of majority appointment to the BBC Board should be held by 
the Chair of that Board, split between the one in three (32%) who think Chair appointments should be 
people experienced in public broadcasting, and 18% who think wider, non-broadcasting experience is 
valuable. 
 

Methodology 
 
The BBC Trust and the Department for Culture, Media & Sport have separately undertaken research 
and consultation exercises to investigate public and stakeholder views on what the new Charter 
should look like. The BBC Trust commissioned ICM to canvass opinion on the question of 
appointments to the BBC Board. 
 
ICM Unlimited interviewed an online sample of 2,001 adults aged 18+ on 23-24

th
 March 2016. Data 

was representative of the GB population and the results have been weighted to the profile of all British 
adults. 


