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River City’s Molly O’Hara (Una McLean) 
welcomed Commonwealth Games mascot, 
Clyde, to Shieldinch. Clyde was officially 
unveiled as the Games mascot at a launch 
event in BBC Scotland’s Pacific Quay 
headquarters in 2012.

If you wish to find out more about 
the BBC’s year – including full financial 
statements and each service’s 
performance against its Statement 
of Programme Policy – then please visit 
bbc.co.uk/annualreport

As part of our Referendum coverage, 
we brought 7,500 first-time voters 
together for the first time at the SSE 
Hydro to take part in The Big Big Debate, 
broadcast on BBC One Scotland, BBC 
News Channel and BBC Parliament.
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‘‘ …the review of the BBC’s 
Royal Charter will provide 
another opportunity for us 
to reflect on what we have 
so far achieved – and where 
we need to change and 
adapt to meet the future 
needs of our audiences.’’

Director’s overview 

Last year was one which will live long in the collective memory 
of Scotland. 

It was a year in which the eyes of the world were turned upon 
us as the Commonwealth Games and the Independence 
Referendum captured the interest and imagination of audiences 
from across the globe. BBC Scotland provided comprehensive 
coverage of both. 

Collaboration, across the BBC, was crucial to the successful 
delivery of our Commonwealth Games output, as viewers and 
listeners enjoyed hundreds of hours of live sports across 
television and radio, with extensive sport-by-sport and hour-by-
hour updates available online. From the construction of a specially 
built pop-up presenting studio on the Clyde, to the sparkling 
success of the Radio 1 Big Weekend, to the tireless work of the 
BBC’s outside broadcast crews, across the city and beyond, it was 
a broadcast event that took ability, determination, perseverance 
– and a little bit of a helping hand from the sun – to help make it a 
Games that have since been acknowledged by many as the best 
ever staged. 

And just as sporting endeavour had gripped the nation during 
those 11 days in July and August, so too did the Independence 
Referendum in the weeks and months that led to 18 September. 
In my foreword to last year’s Annual Review, I said that our 
Referendum broadcast coverage would be authoritative, 
impartial and informed and I believe that we met each of those 
objectives, across all of our platforms and programmes. With a 
huge range of news and current affairs programmes delivered, 
complemented by debates and documentaries, we covered every 
twist and turn on the road to the vote. And, on the night itself, 
57% of the audience in Scotland watched the drama of the results 
unfold on the BBC, significantly more than watched it elsewhere.

It was year when not only did Scotland look forward but also 
looked back, to reflect on the events of a century ago and the 
terrible toll exacted on families and communities by the ravages 
of  the First World War. From live coverage of the moving 
Drumhead Ceremony in Edinburgh in August to documentaries 
such as Pipers of the Trenches and Scotland’s War At Sea, our 
programmes told the tales of many of those who paid the ultimate 
price while serving their country.

There were so many memorable programmes produced, for 
network TV – particularly by our Arts and Science teams – for 
radio and for audiences in Scotland that it would be difficult in 
these few short words to do justice to them all. However I would 
like to note one or two – from the many – which received 
particular industry acclaim: Ricky Ross collected the International 
Country Broadcaster Award for Another Country from the CMA 
in Nashville; nine year old Cherry Campbell became Britain’s 
youngest ever BAFTA winner for her role as Katie Morag; and 
Mrs Brown’s Boys received the UK National TV Award for 
Comedy for the third time in as many years. All very well merited 
and indicative of the quality produced by all of our teams, across 
BBC Scotland. 

Looking forward, the review of the BBC’s Royal Charter will 
provide another opportunity for us to reflect on what we have so 
far achieved – and to look at where we need to change and adapt 
to meet the future needs of our audiences, who remain at the 
heart of all that we do. 

Ken MacQuarrie 
Director, BBC Scotland
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Over the past 10 years, BBC network TV hours 
in Scotland have increased almost threefold, to 
917 hours in 2014, bringing investment, last year, of 
around £80m into the nation’s creative economy.

Two minute summary

The Scottish Referendum
The week of the Referendum (w/b 15 September) set a new 
high in weekly UK unique browsers visiting BBC News Scotland 
Online. There was a 16% year-on-year increase in the number 
of browsers accessing our News Online services, with the 
average number, each week, rising from 4.1m to 4.7m.

BBC Two: Horizon Special
An online diet test to accompany our three part Horizon Special, 
What’s The Right Diet For You?, broadcast in January 2015, was 
viewed by 1.2m unique browsers in its first week online and the 
e-book which accompanied the series has been downloaded 
more than any other BBC book.

 13.2m
number of UK unique 
browsers, week 
beginning 15 September

 1.2m
number of UK unique 
browsers in its first week 

Awards
The CBeebies drama Katie Morag won two BAFTA Children’s 
Awards and a BAFTA Scotland Award for the drama (produced 
by Move on Up) and a UK BAFTA for Katie herself (Cherry 
Campbell – making her the youngest BAFTA winner ever).

Commonwealth Games
BBC coverage of the 2014 Commonwealth Games reached 
78% of the Scottish population. In Scotland, TV audiences for 
the opening and closing ceremonies were the third and fourth 
highest since 2002, beaten only by those for the opening and 
closing ceremonies of the 2012 Olympics.

3
Scottish BAFTA and 
UK BAFTA awards for 
Katie Morag

78%
Commonwealth Games 
reach among BBC 
audiences in Scotland

Weekly Reach in Scotland
(% by service)

BBC One BBC ALBA (amongst adult 
16+ population in Scotland)

BBC Two BBC ALBA (amongst 
Gaelic community)

2013/14 2012/13 2013/14

75.6

2012/13

78.3 53.4 52.2

2014/15 2014/15

76.1
49.9

15.6

17.6 75.0 72.4

2012/13 2013/14 2012/13 2013/14

16.2
72.6

2014/15 2014/15
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Two minute summary

BBC Scotland’s local television hours
Genre

Arts 11.41

Comedy 8.63

Current Affairs 212.21

Drama 52.38

Entertainment 2.32

Factual 65.91

Factual Entertainment 14.49

Music Performance 17.30

News & Weather 330.02

Religion/Beliefs 1.59

Sport 166.19

Total 882.45

Repeats 95.51

Repeat co-commissions 8.53

Total hours 986.49

BBC Scotland Network TV hours

Originations 917.22*

* Calendar year 2014

BBC ALBA TV hours

News and Current Affairs 189.65

Other BBC funded programmes 40.95

Total BBC funded programmes 230.60

Partner (MG ALBA) funded programmes 471.41

Total hours 702.01

Repeats 1,916.25

Total hours 2,618.26

BBC Scotland’s radio hours

BBC Radio Scotland 8,298

Repeats 789

Total hours 9,087

BBC Radio nan Gaidheal 3,634

Repeats 1,225

Total hours 4,859

BBC Scotland Network radio hours

Originations 562

TV highlights
The centenary of the outbreak of the First World War was 
marked by programmes on BBC One Scotland, BBC Two 
Scotland and BBC ALBA. As part of a four year long season, 
programmes such as Highlanders’ War and the BBC ALBA 
international co-production Clann a Chogaidh Mhoir (Small Hands 
in a Big War) were indicative of the range of output produced. 

Radio highlights
The eight-part History of Scottish Literature, presented by Billy Kay, 
traced the story of this distinct Scottish art form, from its origins 
in Norse sagas and Celtic myths to gritty modern masterpieces. 
Our commitment to music radio was evident, with more than 130 
music sessions broadcast across the year. And comedy was also to 
the fore, with six new comedy pilots commissioned and 
broadcast. Radio nan Gaidheal was voted Station of the Year at 
the 2015 Celtic Media Awards, held this year in Inverness.

Online highlights
Between 15 and 21 September 2014, BBC News Scotland Online 
recorded its best ever weekly performance, with 22.6m global 
browsers (13.2m in the UK). 

Weekly Reach in Scotland
(% by service)

BBC Radio Scotland

21.9

2012/13 2014/15

20.0

2013/14

20.4
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From extensive coverage of the Scottish Independence Referendum and the 
Commonwealth Games to award-winning Comedy, Children’s and Factual 
output, it was another busy year for BBC Scotland’s programme teams. 

Service performance

Television
News and current affairs coverage across the year was dominated 
by the Scottish Independence Referendum and its aftermath. 

BBC Scotland broadcast more than 25 televised Referendum-
themed debates and documentaries, on BBC One Scotland, 
BBC Two Scotland, on BBC Alba and on the BBC’s network 
services, featuring a range of presenters, including Alan Little, 
Stuart Cosgrove and Janet Street-Porter. 

Ten televised debates from around the country were presented 
by James Cook; the Kelvingrove (Salmond v Darling) debate was 
watched by 860,000 viewers in Scotland, a share of 33.3% (the 
highest ever for a political debate in Scotland); and a final debate 
was televised from the SSE Hydro in Glasgow, in front of an 
audience of 7,500 young voters. These complemented the series 
of radio debates and documentaries, broadcast on Radio 
Scotland, Radio nan Gaidheal and on local radio. 

The hugely innovative Generation 2014 project brought together 
fifty 16 and 17 year olds from diverse backgrounds across 
Scotland. Over the course of the year, they contributed to a wide 
range of BBC Scotland and network news programmes and the 
project was later extended, to allow young people from across 
the UK to be heard in the run-up to the 2015 General Election. 

A new evening news and current affairs TV programme, Scotland 
2014, was introduced on BBC Two Scotland in May 2014. The 
online Referend-erm? project offered users the opportunity to 
post their questions which were then answered by BBC 
journalists. And a Scotland Live page was introduced to the 
Scotland news index, providing up-to-the-minute news 
information.

On results night, on 18 September, a number of programmes 
were broadcast live from Pacific Quay. Glenn Campbell, Brian 
Taylor and Jackie Bird brought BBC One Scotland’s results 
programme from Studio A, while the network TV results 
programme, with Huw Edwards and Jeremy Vine, simultaneously 
came live from Floors 2, 3 & 4 of the building.

Radio Scotland and Radio nan Gaidheal ran bespoke programming, 
BBC Radio 4 and Radio 5 live produced a joint news programme 
and there was output for the BBC’s World Service. 

The BBC One Scotland programme reached 2.1m viewers in 
Scotland, 44% of population, with the majority of the audience in 
Scotland turning to the BBC to hear the outcome of the vote. 
Between 15 and 21 September, BBC News Scotland Online 
recorded its best ever weekly performance, with 22.6m global 
browsers (13.2m UK). 

In the days and weeks that followed the result, BBC Scotland News 
reported on the cross-party talks convened by Lord Smith of Kelvin 
and the debate and discussion around the proposed transfer of 
additional powers to Scotland under a new Scotland Bill. 

In times of crisis, people turn to the BBC for trusted and accurate 
information. On the day of the Glasgow bin lorry tragedy 
(Monday 22 December, 2014), the audience for the extended 
1830 Reporting Scotland rose to 704,000 (from an average of 
around 500,000). 

BBC Scotland’s Referendum Team (L-R):  
Laura Bicker; Glenn Campbell; Jackie Bird; Brian Taylor

Jeremy Vine surveys the Referendum Battleground graphics 
for network BBC News on 18 September, live from Pacific Quay
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Service performance

Question Time continued to go to the heart of popular and political 
debate around the UK. And the BBC Scotland Investigations team 
looked at the worrying rise in cyber-crime, in Gangsters.com, and 
the multi-million pound trade in puppy farming, in The Dog Factory. 
Sam Poling’s revealing insights into the unscrupulous tactics 
employed in this ruthless trade have now led to calls for tighter 
animal welfare legislation and greater sanctions to be placed 
on offenders. 

Commonwealth Games
As Glasgow and Scotland welcomed athletes from 70 countries 
and territories to the 2014 Commonwealth Games and its festival 
of sports and para-sports, BBC Scotland, in conjunction with 
colleagues in BBC Sport and across the organisation, brought 
unparalleled coverage of every sport and medal event.

As audiences watched the Games unfold on BBC television, live 
coverage reached 78% of the audience in Scotland – 3.6 million 
people. In Scotland, the opening ceremony was one of the ‘most 
watched’ events of the last decade, attracting, at its peak, 1.8m 
viewers (9.3 million across the UK).

There were documentaries, weekly news updates and a regular 
blog by cyclist Mark Beaumont as he followed the Queens Baton 
Relay on every step of its 118,000 mile journey around the 
Commonwealth. 

In support of the Games, a range of free events, across the 
summer, brought the best of the BBC to audiences. In May, 14,000 
tickets for the free Radio 1 Concert in George Square were 
snapped up in less than 40 minutes, as Radio 1 DJs Annie Mac, 
Pete Tong and Zane Lowe hosted a massive city centre party. 
Over the following two days, 50,000 fans packed Glasgow Green 
for the world’s biggest free festival. With over 50 acts across 
various stages and tents, including One Direction, Coldplay and 
Katy Perry, the event brought universal praise – and motions in 
both Houses of Parliament acclaiming its positive impact on 
Glasgow and Scotland. 

Smokey Robinson, Rizzle Kicks and Katherine Jenkins were only 
some of the acts to appear at the live BBC concert at Edinburgh 
Castle in July. And over 160,000 visitors enjoyed dozens of free, 
live BBC shows and performances at the ‘BBC @ the Quay’ 
festival, at BBC Scotland’s headquarters at Pacific Quay in 
Glasgow. 

A wide range of cultural content was produced to complement 
the 11 days of sport. Shot over five years, Commonwealth City 
followed the people of Dalmarnock in Glasgow’s East End as they 
prepared for the changes and challenges that urban regeneration 
would bring to the area as Glasgow readied itself for the Games. 
I Belong to Glasgow was a four-part series taking a light hearted 
look at the city as seen through the eyes of four well known 
personalities, including Karen Dunbar and Sanjeev Kohli.

There was comedy with Susan Calman and Mark Nelson in Don’t 
Drop the Baton, sporting drama as Game, Net and Match: A 
Commonwealth Journey spent two years following the fortunes of 
Scotland’s netball team in their efforts to climb the world rankings 
and there was advice from Britain’s most successful Olympian on 
how to reach the pinnacle of sporting achievement in Sir Chris Hoy: 
How To Win Gold.

PARLIAMENT

Sanjeev Kohli took a tour of his own Commonwealth city  
in I Belong to Glasgow

John Inverdale commentated on the Commonwealth Games 
Rugby Sevens, from Ibrox Park, Glasgow
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Service performance

The BBC’s contribution to the Commonwealth year was brought 
to a close in December with BBC Sports Personality of the Year 
broadcast from the SSE Hydro in Glasgow. 

Drama
The Games were also featured in River City as the Queen’s Baton 
Relay wound its way through the streets of Shieldinch, held 
proudly aloft by Molly O’Hara (Una McLean). Though a sad 
farewell was bid to actor Johnny Beattie, a stalwart of the soap 
since its inception in 2002, there were new faces on the block, 
with the arrival of Grado (Scott Squad, Insane Fight Club) and 
Gerard Miller (Stonemouth, Sketchland).

Glasgow provided the backdrop for the musical dramatisation of 
Glasgow Girls, which re-told the story of the group of friends who 
started a grassroots petition to save their friend from 
deportation, an action that eventually led to changes in 
immigration practices in Scotland. 

As the second series of Ann Cleeves’ gripping crime drama 
Shetland came to an end, a third, six-part series was commissioned. 
So, too, was a two-part adaptation of Iain Banks’ penultimate novel, 
Stonemouth, and a major four part thriller, One of Us, written by the 
creators of The Missing. And there was significant financial investment 
in the latest adaptation of the Grassic Gibbon classic, Sunset Song. 

After 10 series, the last ever episode of Waterloo Road was 
broadcast on BBC Three in March 2015, exactly nine years to the 
day since the drama’s first outing on BBC One.

Comedy and Entertainment
Bob Servant made a welcome return to screens in December, with 
Brian Cox and Jonathan Watson re-united with Broughty Ferry’s 
finest and a second series of the sitcom Badults bounced onto 
BBC Three. On Christmas Day, the biggest audience for any 
programme, for the third year in a row, was for Mrs Brown’s Boys, 
with a UK audience of 9.7m (34.2% share) and a Scotland audience 
of one million viewers (42.6% share). In January, the programme 
picked up the National Television Award for Comedy for a 
remarkable third year in succession.

New comedy was very much to the fore over the last year. 
Part-improvised, part-scripted, the five-part spoof documentary 
from The Comedy Unit, Scot Squad, followed the adventures of 
the first United Scottish Police Force. Life, friendship and early 
evening yoga classes in a north Glasgow community centre were 
the focus for The Sunny, one of a number of pilot comedies 
broadcast on BBC Scotland. Others included the sketch shows 
How Do I Get Up There?, Sketchland and the BAFTA Scotland award 
winner Miller’s Mountain, the sitcom set around a group of rescue 
volunteers, which has now been commissioned for a six-part 
series for network BBC Two under the title Mountain Goats.

Kevin Bridges brought his unique brand of humour to the stage in 
Kevin Bridges Live at the Referendum, recorded at the Theatre 
Royal, Glasgow, with Jack Dee and Frankie Boyle. What’s Funny 
About The Indyref ? offered the opportunity for new young comedy 
writers to shine and Frankie Boyle’s Referendum Autopsy was made 
available exclusively via iPlayer.

Rory Bremner looked back on an extraordinary year in 2014 – 
The Rory Review and drew critical praise, with tweets from two 
viewers in particular – Nicola Sturgeon MSP called it ‘excellent’ 
and Gordon Brown MP said it was ‘incredibly funny (and) 
brilliantly executed’.

The broadcast of the live stage show of Still Game, in November, 
attracted an average audience of 1.2m viewers and a share of 
45.6% and, on Hogmanay, Jack and Victor looked back on The Story 
of Still Game with some of their many fans, including Robbie 
Coltrane, Lorraine Kelly and Martin Compston. The programme 
attracted 1.1m viewers, a 51.3% audience share. Jonathan Watson 
maintained the momentum with his annual nod towards the 
beautiful game in Only An Excuse, which attracted 1.2m viewers 
and a 58.1% audience share.

Jackie Bird, Phil Cunningham and Aly Bain once again brought in 
the bells with Hogmanay Live, which peaked with a viewing 
audience of 1.1m and a 70% audience share.

Brian Cox and Jonathan Watson returned in a second series 
of Bob Servant

River City remained the most appreciated ‘soap’ among 
audiences in Scotland
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Service performance

It was also a busy year for network entertainment programmes 
from Scotland. BBC One general knowledge quiz, Perfection, with 
Nick Knowles, returned to our screens with its fifth series on 
Saturday evenings. There were also returns for the National 
Lottery quiz shows Break the Safe, In It To Win It and Win Your Wish 
List and John Barrowman once again put contestants through 
their paces with another series of Pressure Pad. Avoiding the 
clutches of the walking dead was the unenviable task of those 
involved in the reality game show I Survived A Zombie Apocalypse 
on BBC Three – the Guardian called it “a reality show with real 
bite” – and STV Productions produced a second series of the 
popular 25-part quiz show, The Link, for BBC One.

STV also provided a ninth series of the popular daytime favourite, 
Antiques Road Trip, which aired on BBC One and Two. Homes 
Under the Hammer and Holiday of a Lifetime returned and the TV 
institution that is Eggheads was back on air for its 15th series. 

Children’s
CBBC’s All Over the Place travelled to Europe and there was a 
second series for the school-based panel game The Dog Ate My 
Homework, which returned for a second series. 

A Long Long Crime Ago premiered, boasting a stellar cast and a live 
children’s jury, charged with the task of determining guilt or 
innocence as traditional fairy tale characters stood in the dock. 

Nina and the Neurons went ‘sporty’ to celebrate the 
Commonwealth Games and ‘digital’, leading the BBC’s Make it 
Digital programming with a suite of games that introduced 4 – 6 
year olds to the fundamentals of coding. The Go Digital 
programmes included TV episodes about coding, 3D printing, 
animation, driverless cars and the internet. 

My Story journeyed into the past to explore the world of the 
Vikings, the Second World War, Shakespeare and the Industrial 
Revolution. Potatoes, sprouts, bananas and a host of household 
items once again sprung to life in the stop-frame animation, 
Ooglies, and the new CBeebies show, My Pet and Me, launched and 
very quickly became a viewer favourite.

Blow Your Mind drew on the BBC’s rich archive of factual content, 
which was re-versioned specifically for the CBBC audience. 

Multi award-winning Katie Morag returned for a second series, this 
time broadcasting across both CBeebies and CBBC. In total the 
show has won seven awards, including awards from BAFTA, 
BAFTA Scotland, Freesat, Kidscreen and the Celtic Media Festival. 
Actress Cherry Campbell, who plays Katie, won a BAFTA for Best 
Performer, making her the youngest BAFTA winner ever.

Sport
Across the season, Sportscene continued to bring highlights of all of 
the action from the Scottish Premiership. February’s eagerly 
anticipated Old Firm game – the first in nearly three years – 
attracted the highest live Sportscene audience since 2011. The 
audience for Celtic’s League Cup semi-final triumph over Rangers 
peaked at 890,000 viewers, 60% of the entire viewing audience 
across all channels. And the audience for the Scottish League Cup 
Final on Sunday 15 March between Dundee United and Celtic 
peaked at 510,000 viewers in Scotland as Celtic lifted the trophy 
for the 15th time. 

Scottish Cup football was also back in the spotlight during the year. 
Live coverage of St Johnstone’s victory over Aberdeen in the 
semi-final, in April 2014, offered a taste of what was to come as 
the Saints marched on to collect their first ever Scottish Cup 
trophy, with all the action of the final captured live, in May, on 
BBC One Scotland. 

In season 14/15, the Dundee v Aberdeen and the Rangers v Raith 
Rovers ties were broadcast live by BBC Scotland, as was the 
quarter final tussle between Queen of the South and Falkirk and 
the Hibs v Falkirk semi-final. There was also live coverage of the 
friendly international between Scotland and Nigeria, played at 
Fulham’s Craven Cottage in preparation for the European 
Championship Finals in 2016. 

Shane Richie hosted another series of the popular Lottery 
Show quiz, Win Your Wish List

Ed Petrie and the team set out across Europe for another series 
of the CBBC favourite, All Over The Place
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Service performance

There was collaboration with BBC ALBA to bring live Pro 12 
rugby union to the screen, Glasgow Warriers wrote themselves 
into the record books with their first Melrose Rugby Sevens 
champions’ win in 2014 and Dougie Vipond led the BBC Two 
network commentary team as thousands took to the streets of 
Glasgow for the Great Scottish Run in October.

The Artemis MacAulay Cup Final, the showpiece of the shinty 
season, was broadcast live on BBC Two Scotland in August, as 
Kyles Athletic took on Newtonmore for the second year in 
succession. And November brought live and highlights coverage 
of the Scottish Open Bowls Championships from Perth. 

An Adventure Show special featured the work of acclaimed 
landscape photographer Colin Prior, as he sought to capture all 
the drama and grandeur of the Karakoram Mountains in Pakistan. 
The year ended with a two-part special on the Western Way, 
with Cameron McNeish celebrating the best of Scotland’s 
spectacular scenery on his 250 mile walk from the Mull of 
Galloway to the ferry port of Oban.

Factual
In another incredibly busy and productive year of factual output 
from BBC Scotland, the three part documentary Planet Oil offered 
a timely examination of oil and the multi-billion pound industry 
based on this natural resource. Professor Ian Stewart of Plymouth 
University charted its history, from the early days of oil 
production in the 1800s and the reliance on whale oil to the rise 
of the oil barons, international battles for global control and the 
fundamental rewiring of geo-politics in the 20th century. The 
broadcast of the final part was followed by a live, studio debate.

The Cairngorms lie at the heart of one of Scotland’s greatest 
wilderness areas. The mountains provided the stunning backdrop 
for Tern TV’s six-part observational documentary series, The 
Mountain, which told the stories of those struggling to keep the 
area’s ski resort open through winter gales and snowstorms. The 
range was also the subject of The Living Mountain: A Cairngorms 
Journey, in which travel writer Robert McFarlane looked back on 
poet and novelist Nan Shepherd’s forgotten literary masterpiece 
of the 1940s.

War provided the subject matter for a number of documentaries 
which looked back at the tragic events of 100 years ago. For 500 
years or more Scottish forces went into battle to the sound of the 
pipes. Two and a half thousand pipers from across the world 
served in WW1 and their courage was recounted in Pipers of the 
Trenches, as relatives travelled to the Somme and to Gallipoli to 
visit the battlefields where their relatives went into battle, armed 
only with the pipes. 

In Scotland Remembers – A Drumhead Service, BBC Scotland 
broadcast live coverage of the service from Edinburgh Castle 
which marked the centenary of the outbreak of war. The impact 
and legacy of the conflict on Highland communities was explored 
in The Highlanders’ War and the centenary season of programmes 
continued with the two-part Scotland’s War at Sea, narrated by 
David Hayman. 

In the moving Jane Haining: The Scot Who Died in Auschwitz, Sally 
Magnusson reflected on the life of this courageous yet little-
known Scottish heroine of the Second World War. A quiet, 
self-effacing missionary who left Scotland to become the matron 
of a Hungarian girls’ school in 1932, she refused to abandon her 
post as war broke out, continuing to provide the Jewish children 
under her charge with love and security in a world that was 
becoming increasingly dangerous . She died in 1944, in Auschwitz.

The 700th anniversary of the Battle of Bannockburn provided an 
opportunity to look back and analyse this most iconic of events in 
Scottish history. In the two-part Quest for Bannockburn, Neil Oliver 
and Glasgow University’s expert in battlefield archaeology, Tony 
Pollard, set out to find the actual location of one of the most 
significant conflicts in British history. Events that could have 
changed the course of British and Irish history were also the 
subject of After Bannockburn, the two-part documentary 
exploration of what might have happened had Robert the Bruce 
been successful in invading Ireland and creating a Celtic federation.

Scotland’s more recent past featured in From Scotland with Love, a 
journey into the lives of everyday people and Scotland’s collective 
past, courtesy of archive screen footage and accompanied by an 
evocative soundtrack from King Creosote. 

Neil Oliver and Glasgow University’s Dr Tony Pollard set out 
to find out where the actual battlefield lay in The Quest for 
Bannockburn

Dougie Vipond took to the road to host another series of 
The Adventure Show. Picture courtesy of Dave Cuthbertson
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Service performance

Filmed over three years, and in collaboration with recent 
graduates, Facing Up to Macintosh charted the design and 
construction of the new addition to Glasgow School of Art – and 
the daunting task before American architect Steven Holl to design 
a building to sit opposite Macintosh’s masterpiece. 

Scottish icons were the subjects of a number of documentaries, 
including A Century of Scottish Sundays: 100 Years of the Sunday Post, 
narrated by Brian Cox; The Bridge: Fifty Years Across the Forth which 
celebrated one of Scotland’s great landmarks and, for the first 
time on television incorporated amateur film of the original build; 
and Creating the Kelpies, the story of the giant steel horse heads 
that now stand beside the Forth and Clyde Canal.

Scotland’s contribution to the world of film and photography 
was marked with the documentaries Documenting John Grierson, 
narrated by Bill Paterson, and Man with a Camera, recounting 
the life and work of renowned Glaswegian photographer 
Oscar Mazaroli. Margo MacDonald was fondly remembered in 
Margo, looking back over a political career that spanned more 
than 40 years.

Danny McAskill: Riding The Ridge followed the daredevil street trials 
rider as he took on the challenge of the Cullin Ridge. HMP 
Grampian: Transforming Scotland’s Hate Factory looked at the 
history of Peterhead Prison and the radically different philosophy 
which underpinned the construction of its replacement. And 
Inside Edinburgh Airport uncovered the day-to-day workings of one 
of Scotland’s busiest airports. 

The four-part Viva Variety, from Matchlight Productions, delved 
into the world of Scotland’s variety entertainment industry; Do or 
Dye: Hair Academy followed the fortunes of a group of young 
hairdressers at Scotland’s largest hairdressing training academy, 
Rainbow Room International; and the three-part observational 
documentary series Cashing In, from Friel Kean Films, went 
behind the scenes at one of Britain’s biggest pawnbrokers, 
Cash Converters, to uncover the stories behind the business. 

Perennial favourites The Beechgrove Garden and Landward 
returned, with Beechgrove securing a network repeat and 
Landward transferring to BBC One Scotland for its new season in 
2015. Grand Tours of the Scottish Islands also returned to BBC One 
Scotland for a second series, with presenter Paul Murton visiting 
Eriskay, Barra and Vatersay.

On network, a three part Horizon Special; What’s The Right Diet For 
You?, stripped across three consecutive evenings on BBC Two in 
January, performed particularly well, with an average UK audience 
of 2.3m. An online diet test attracted more than one million users 
during the three days of transmission and the e-book which 
accompanied the series is the most downloaded BBC book ever.

The state of the nation’s health was once again under the 
stethoscope in another series of Trust Me I’m a Doctor; The Truth 
about Calories brought in a UK audience of 4.6m million viewers on 
BBC One, while Michael Mosely took a very ‘up close and 
personal’ look at the Wonderful World of Blood on BBC Four. 

Jago Cooper uncovered the forgotten civilisations of the ancient 
world on BBC Four in Lost Kingdoms of Central America and in The 
Inca: Masters of the Clouds; writer and classicist Natalie Haynes 
explored the ancient Greeks’ pre-occupation with the human 
form in The Body Beautiful – Ancient Greeks, Good Looks and 
Glamour; and historian Ruth Goodman and archaeologists Peter 
Ginn and Tom Pinfold turned the clock back to learn how to build 
a mediaeval castle in Secrets of the Castle with Ruth, Peter and Tom. 

Professor Jim Al-Khalili peered into the perplexing world of 
quantum mechanics in Signed: The Secrets of Quantum Physics – the 
Guardian called it “a bona fide head-breaker from start to 
sensational finish”; while Horizon travelled to the South Pole to 
tell the story of one of the greatest scientific quests of our time, in 
Aftershock – The Hunt for Gravitational Waves. 

Paul Murton once again travelled the country in Grand Tours of 
the Scottish Islands

Do or Dye: Hair Academy followed the fortunes of a group 
of young trainee stylists
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Arts
James Boswell, Walter Scott and Hugh MacDairmid, three writers 
whose work reflected, challenged and in many ways defined 
Scottish national identity over the centuries, were the subject of 
Andrew Marr’s three-part documentary, Great Scots: The Writers 
Who Shaped a Nation. 

What Do Artists Do All Day? offered intimate observational 
portraits of renowned percussionist Evelyn Glennie, one of the 
UK’s most exciting experimental dancers, Akram Khan, and les 
enfants terribles of modern art, Jake and Dinos Chapman. 

Journalist, broadcaster and author Mark Lawson’s guests were 
many and varied in BBC Four’s Mark Lawson Talks To… series, 
with Michael Morpurgo, Frances De la Tour and Jonathan Pryce 
just some of those to face his probing questions.

She appeared in many of Hollywood’s most memorable films and 
was named by the American Film Institute as one of the greatest 
female stars of all time. In Looking for Audrey Hepburn, ballerina 
Darcey Bussell looked back over the career and legacy of this 
legendary actress. And another Hollywood legend, Bette Midler, 
was the subject of Imagine’s The Showgirl Must Go On, as the 
television cameras turned on the Divine Miss M’s sensational Las 
Vegas revue.

In the Culture Show special – The Great War: An Elegy – acclaimed 
poet Simon Armitage commemorated, in verse, seven of the 
remarkable stories he encountered on his journey from northern 
France to the village of Brora in the Scottish Highlands. The arts 
magazine continued to throw the spotlight on the world of arts 
and culture, with Viking art, Mary Poppins and a lost portrait of 
Bonnie Prince Charlie just some of the topics explored. And in 
March 2015, the new BBC arts programme, Artsnight, made its 
debut on BBC Two, with the editorial reins handed over to a 
different ‘curator’ each week. Acclaimed actor Maxine Peake, 
journalist Lynn Barber and writer, director and satirist Armando 
Iannucci were among the first to cast their gazes on topics as 
wide-ranging as Goya, the role of women in television and 

musician Mark Ronson.

In Scotland’s Art Revolution: The Maverick Generation, Kirsty Wark 
looked at one of the most ambitious celebrations of modern art 
ever undertaken, featuring over 100 artists in 60 venues across 
the country. And there was a retrospective look at the works of 
one of Scotland’s most accomplished writers and artists in Alasdair 
Gray at 80. 

To mark Burns Night, Burns’ Forgotten Hero examined the 
influence on the Bard of Robert Fergusson, whom Burns referred 
to as his “elder brother in the muse”. And in A Play, A Pie and a Pint: 
Scotland’s Theatre Revolution, tribute was paid David Maclennan, 
founder of what is now a lunchtime Scottish theatre institution.

Crime thriller Docherty was recently voted as one of the top ten 
Scottish novels of all time, and its author, William MacIlvanney, 
often cited as the ‘father of Tartan Noir’, was the subject of a 
personal profile in the documentary Living with Words on 
BBC Two Scotland. 

Music and Events
BBC Scotland offered extensive coverage of all of Scotland’s main 
festivals, from Celtic Connections to T in the Park, the Proms and 
the Edinburgh International Festivals. 

Europe’s biggest winter music festival, Celtic Connections, got off 
to a winning start with Artworks Scotland: Martyn Bennett – GRIT, 
which explored the creation of his final album in 2005, and Celtic 
Connections Opening Concert: Martyn Bennett’s GRIT featured a 
world premiere performance of his masterpiece. The celebration 
of some of the finest folk and world music continued with two 
Celtic Connections 2015 highlights programmes.

T in the Park, which for the final time came from Balado in 
Kinross-shire before its move to Strathallan Castle, brought live 
and highlights coverage across BBC Scotland and BBC Three, as 
well as on BBC radio and online. 

Andrew Marr explored the contribution of three of Scotland’s 
most influential authors in Great Scots: The Writers Who Shaped 
a Nation

Kirsty Wark met artist Alison Watt in  
Scotland’s Art Revolution: The Maverick Generation
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The world’s finest pipers battled it out in the World Pipe Band 
Championships, highlights of which were shown on BBC One 
Scotland. And from the unique setting of the Esplanade of 
Edinburgh Castle, the 2014 Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo 
celebrated the year of Homecoming – and the role of the 
Commonwealth – with a cast of more than 1000 performers, 
including Zulu warriors from South Africa, steel drummers from 
Trinidad and Tobago and Maori and ceilidh dancers from New 
Zealand.

Acclaimed musician Phil Cunningham travelled the world to delve 
into the rich and colourful history of the bagpipes in the two-part 
Phil Cunningham’s Pipe Dream. And Welsh mezzo soprano and 
multi-Classic Brit Award-winner Katherine Jenkins topped the bill 
at the Glasgow BBC Proms in the Park celebrations, broadcast on 
BBC Two Scotland, joining a line-up that included internationally 
acclaimed American tenor Noah Stewart, the Red Hot Chilli 
Pipers and the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra.

BBC ALBA
The first serialised Gaelic drama originated for BBC ALBA – 
Bannan (The Ties that Bind) – was warmly received by audiences 
when three pilot episodes were aired as part of the autumn 
schedule. Delivered in partnership with MG ALBA, Creative 
Scotland and Young Films, it was filmed in Skye and a further ten 
episodes are now in production. Developing some of the 
characters, acting and writing talent from last year’s one-off 
comedy Dà Là san Damhair (One Day in Autumn) the three-part 
Gaol@Gael was set around an online dating agency for Gaels and 
Torcuil’s Guide to being a Gael introduced a very novel take on 
Gaelic language and culture, in ten-minute mouthfuls, to the 
festive schedule. 

The Independence Referendum and the Commonwealth Games 
featured across the schedule and included daily updates in the 
news programme An La; a documentary followed the preparation 
of Uist-born mountain biker Kerry MacPhee for the 
Commonwealth stage; and there were landmark music 
productions in Struileag and Aiseag.

Live coverage of 2014 MG ALBA Scots Trad Music Awards was 
featured in Na Trads 2014 and, to see in the New Year, there was a 
traditional cèilidh from Lochaber, in Cèilidh na Blaidhn’ Ùire. The 
international Celtic Connections festival in January was highlighted 
in Cuirm@Celtic which included mouth music, Quebecois-style. 

Sgeulachd Deacon Brodie (The Deacon Brodie Story) looked back at 
the man who inspired Stevenson’s Jekyll and Hyde story and who, 
despite his crimes, remains an historical figure of affection for 
many and the eight part series Air an Rathad (On The Road) looked 
at all things automotive.

Across the year there were extended highlights from the Scottish 
Football Premiership, highlights from the Championship and 
League One, as well as live Pro-12 rugby coverage.

A variety of programming relating to WW1 sought to shine a light 
on some less well-known stories and introduced aspects of the 
war to a younger audience. A European co-production from MG 
ALBA, S4C and German production company Looks Films & TV, 
amongst others, offered a child’s perspective on events in Clann a 
Chogaidh Mhòir (Small Hands in a Big War). 

The work of pioneering female medics from the Scottish 
Women’s Hospitals in Serbia was the subject of Caileagan a’ 
Chogaidh Mhoir (A Great Adventure), produced in association with 
MacTV and STV. The story of 102 men from the Isle of Lewis 
interned in a camp in the Netherlands for the duration of the war 
was told in HMS Timbertown. The impact of the war on two 
individuals and their families, one of whom survived and one who 
perished, was explored in a personal journey in Càirdeas Cogaidh 
(The Ties of War), while the long shadow cast by war across 
generations was told through the prism of the community of 
North Uist in Gillean Grìnn (The Handsome Boys).

A unique media archive of television and radio broadcasts from 
March and April 1968, collated by the University of Memphis, 
captured the events that led up to, and followed, the assignation 
of Martin Luther King. A glimpse into this historic time was 
offered in the documentary of the same name.

Katherine Jenkins took centre stage with the BBC SSO  
at this year’s Proms in the Park

Debbie Mackay and Dol Eoin MacKinnon starred in the Gaelic 
drama, Bannan, which has been re-commissioned for 2015/16
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Radio
The past 12 months have been a period of collaboration and 
innovation for BBC Radio in Scotland. Radio 1’s Big Weekend in 
Glasgow Green saw an array of top artists arrive in the city for 
three days of live music. The Commonwealth Games allowed 
BBC Radio Scotland to team up with BBC Radio Five Live for a 
daily programme that was simulcast on both stations. The Games 
also saw the creation of the BBC Commonwealth Voices station, 
developed in partnership with Glasgow Kelvin College and the 
Commonwealth Broadcasting Association. The BBC@The Quay 
music festival, mounted during the Games, also saw our radio 
music team work alongside teams from almost every other BBC 
music station. Commonwealth Connections – a musical travelogue 
– was made for BBC Radio 3 and the World Service. 

Collaboration with Radio 5 live continued with coverage of 
Scotland’s referendum campaign and the radio drama team 
produced two plays which focussed on the political situation. The 
Generation 2014 project – steered by the radio team in Scotland 
– allowed TV and radio programmes across the BBC access to a 
specially chosen group of first-time voters. This, in turn, led to 
Generation 2015, in the run up to the General Election, with a 
cohort of 18-24 year olds from across the UK contributing to 
most outlets covering the Election.

These events told us much about the audience’s appetite for 
contemporary music, political discussion and coverage of sports. 
The information informed the latest re-shaping of the BBC Radio 
Scotland schedule, including the return of Kaye Adams to the 
morning schedule, the development of new comedy formats, the 
use of online visualisation and the development of programmes 
dedicated to personal fitness and outdoor recreation. Meanwhile, 
network collaboration continued with events such as Celtic 
Connections, the Edinburgh Festivals and Proms in the Park.

Increasing production for the BBC’s U.K. networks remained a 
priority and notable successes included a Radio Academy award 
for The Digital Human, a Prix Italia nomination for our production 
of The Exorcist and a Sandford St Martin Trust Award for the 
unique Martin Luther King tribute programme, I have a Dream. 

BBC Radio Scotland notched up a record number of nominations 
at the 2015 Celtic Media Festival and Another Country – presented 
by Ricky Ross – was voted Best International Show by the U.S. 
based Country Music Association. 

BBC Radio nan Gaidheal
The resonance of national events for the Gaelic audience was a 
key feature of the BBC Radio nan Gaidheal schedule, with 
coverage of the Referendum and the Commonwealth Games. 
There was daily news coverage of the Referendum debate in 
Aithris na Maidne and Aithris an Fheasgair. topical debate of the 
issues as they touched on the lives of the audience in rural and 
urban areas in Coinneach MacIomhair and Feasgar and the 
outcome of the vote was reported in a live overnight results 
programme. 

The excitement, sporting achievement and cultural celebration 
surrounding the Commonwealth Games were featured across 
the schedule and included a special bi-lingual ceilidh, produced and 
broadcast in partnership with BBC Radio Scotland and BBC ALBA.

A new series, Beag air Bheag, aimed at supporting advanced 
learners of Gaelic and making BBC Radio nan Gaidheal content 
more accessible to them, was launched and warmly received. 
People learning the language have proved to be keen contributors 
and additional support materials are now available online.

John Urquhart, presenter of the new Radio nan Gaidheal 
learning programme Beag air Bheag

BBC Commonwealth Voices pop-up radio station, 
with presenter Cat Cubie
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Across the year BBC Radio nan Gaidheal produced programming 
for a variety of age groups, marking the centenary of the outbreak 
of WW1. A short weekly digest of events in the conflict as they 
happened, Seachdain ’sa Chogadh, connected the international and 
the very local, telling the story from both perspectives. Feature 
programmes retrieved and contextualised first-hand, archive 
recordings for a new audience. Litir chun an t-saighdeir, in partnership 
with the arts initiative 14 – 18 NOW, gave the audience an 
opportunity to compose a letter to a relative lost in the war, 
producing moving and thought-provoking output with some 
editions, written by children, being featured on BBC Radio 4 Extra.

BBC SSO
In a year which saw the orchestra play to more people than ever 
before, the BBC SSO touched the lives of audiences across 
Scotland, the UK and the world. The orchestra contributed 
significantly to creating a momentous opening to what many 
regard as the most successful Commonwealth Games in the 
event’s history and, in December, performed at the BBC Sports 
Personality of the Year Awards which were held in Scotland for 
the very first time.

Broadcasting across radio, television and online, the SSO featured 
in 75 programmes on BBC Radio 3, including 21 live broadcasts. 
Millions were able to enjoy the orchestra’s music as part of a live 
concert from Edinburgh Castle broadcast across the UK on 
BBC One, bringing the nation together to celebrate the music of 
internationally renowned megastars such as Jessie J, Paloma Faith 
and the Kaiser Chiefs. 

In an historic year, the orchestra not only toured India, performing 
in Mumbai and Delhi, but also undertook a third, hugely successful 
tour of China, performing in five cities and presenting a special 
New Year’s Eve concert celebrating music by Scottish composers. 

Closer to home, audiences benefited from an extensive 
programme of learning and outreach activity, and the SSO 
became the first professional symphony orchestra to take up 
residency on Skye, inspiring and developing the next generation 
of musical talent through the BBC’s ‘Ten Pieces’ initiative. The 
orchestra has been heavily involved with ‘Ten Pieces’ and 
took part in a live webcast lesson with classical violinist 
Nicola Benedetti. 

The BBC Young Musician final was held in Edinburgh and the 
three finalists performed with the orchestra at the Usher Hall in a 
programme which was broadcast on BBC Radio 3 and on 
BBC Four. 

The orchestra gave two critically acclaimed performances at the 
Edinburgh International Festival. 2014 also brought a performance 
at the St. Magnus Festival in Orkney and the Tectonics Festival 
once again showcased the most incredible musical collaborations 
across a wide spectrum of experimental music.

An extensive concert programme continued at City Halls, 
Glasgow, Aberdeen’s Music Hall and the Usher Hall in Edinburgh. 
Donald Runnicles celebrated his 60th birthday with Beethoven’s 
Ninth – filmed for broadcast on BBC Arts – with other season 
highlights including a critically acclaimed concert performance of 
Berg’s opera, Wozzeck. 

The launch of the 2015/16 season was marked by the 
announcement of a new Chief Conductor. As the orchestra 
prepares to celebrate its 80th birthday, Thomas Dausgaard will 
take over the baton from Donald Runnicles, from September 2016.

Nicola Benedetti joined the BBC SSO on its hugely successful tour 
of India. Picture courtesy of Q&M Visuals and the British Council

The orchestra took to the stage in Edinburgh for a BBC concert that 
brought together British and internationally acclaimed music acts
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Learning
Bitesize had another productive and busy year – Scotland’s new 
Higher qualifications were supported with new revision guides 
published to cover English, Maths, Social Sciences, Sciences, 
French and Computing Science. As part of the BBC’s Make it 
Digital initiative, new Bitesize study guides on Computing Science 
were also created for National 4 and National 5 qualifications. 
Guides on computing for teachers and students to use in class 
were mapped for use at 1st and 2nd Level in the Curriculum for 
Excellence. Existing guides for National 4 and 5 were revised and 
updated while work continued to add Learning Zone video 
content to the Bitesize archive.

Schools’ Radio covered a broad range of output. One programme 
in the Scots Who Changed the World series focussed on James 
Clerk Maxwell: it was the most played programme on the BBC 
World Service website when published and was translated into 
Spanish for BBC Mundo. In Dream Jobs, Bryan Burnett met a range 
of people who had just that and the series also broadcast on BBC 
Radio Scotland. Ian Stirling presented Making the Commonwealth 
Games and History Under Your Feet, featuring Tony Pollard, offered 
archaeology for beginners. 

To complement the BAFTA award-winning BBC Three musical 
drama Glasgow Girls, a film explored the various ways the real life 
story of the Glasgow Girls has been told – from BBC documentary 
to newspaper journalism and stage and screen musical. The film 
was transmitted in the Learning Zone and on BBC Two Scotland.

Evolutionwatch was a collaboration between BBC Learning and the 
BBC Natural History Unit, with Autumnwatch’s Michaela Strachan 
and Martin Hughes-Games working with Scottish school students 
to look at the science of evolution. Made by BBC Scotland for the 
BBC Learning Zone on BBC Two, it was broadcast across the UK. 

Authors Live, in partnership with the Scottish Book Trust, 
continued to deliver literacy-supporting events from Pacific Quay, 
BBC @ the Quay and BBC at the Edinburgh Festivals, with 
contributions from Roger McGough, Anthony Horowitz and 
Children’s Laureate Malorie Blackman, among others. 

Sue Barker hosted the RTS award-winning Get Inspired – Andy 
Murray Live, with the World No. 3 taking part in a Q&A with 
students from Wallace High School in Stirling. And Opinionated 
presented six online discussions in which politicians were 
challenged on their policies and ideologies. 

iWonder, the BBC’s online digital factual format, launched in 2014 
and BBC Scotland delivered 50 iWonder stories around the arts, 
science, history and WW1. The iWonder content on What Did 
WW1 Sound Like? was nominated for a Celtic Media award for 
digital innovation.

As part of the Commonwealth Games, BBC Scotland Learning 
ran a schools project for all Commonwealth schools, in 
partnership with the British Council and the Commonwealth 
Secretariat, reaching over 100,000 schools across the world. 

Online
BBC One Scotland and BBC Two Scotland channels this year 
started to simulcast live online and Scotland’s iPlayer category 
became fully curated. Other online successes around TV output 
included Douglas Fraser’s treatise ‘What happens if we run out of 
oil?’, the creation of Danny MacAskill’s viral hit Riding the Ridge and 
the popular quiz ‘How much do you really know about modern 
Scotland?’.

To feed into the coverage of the Commonwealth Games, a site 
map for the journey of the Queens Baton Relay featured updates 
from each country it visited, with live pages during the baton’s 
time in the UK and regular features from presenter Mark 
Beaumont. 

Work continues on developing new forms of digital content, 
particularly with younger audiences in mind. And a dedicated 
social media team has been established to build BBC Scotland’s 
social media output and Improve the organisation’s connectivity 
with audiences. 

Michaela Strachan and Martin Hughes-Games (pictured) 
explored the science of evolution in Evolutionwatch

Sue Barker and Andy Murray in the award-winning  
Get Inspired – Andy Murray Live 
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Children in Need
The annual Children in Need Appeal took place on Friday, 14 
November. In Scotland, the total raised on the night was £2.2m. 
The UK total was up, from £31m in 2013 to a record-breaking 
£32.6m. Across 2014/15, Children in Need in Scotland helped 143 
charities, with grants ranging from £1000 to £150,000 and with 
£5m, in total, distributed in Scotland over the year. 

These grants helped to impact positively on the lives of thousands 
of children, their families and communities, providing care, 
support and opportunities to address disadvantage. 

In the past 10 years, Children in Need has distributed over two 
thousand grants and £48 million to children’s charities across 
Scotland. 

Training and skills development
BBC Scotland’s commitment to enhancing the productive 
potential of the creative sector is evident in its support of 
numerous training and skills development initiatives, its support 
for research and the role it plays in developing processes and 
platforms on which others can build business opportunities.

BBC Scotland’s Apprenticeship Scheme is now in its fourth year. 
Launched in 2011 with Glasgow Kelvin College, Skillset Scotland 
and Skills Development Scotland, all 30 trainees in years 1-3 
graduated with college qualifications, with 18 retained in BBC 
positions and 10 others either still working in the industry or in 
further education courses. A further 10 apprentices are currently 
in place.

In 2014, BBC Scotland established an Operation Skills Training 
Programme, enabling eight trainees to work across a range of 
craft areas.

And in the same year, BBC Scotland hosted 52 school work 
placements and 303 senior placements, including placements for 
students from more than 30 universities across the UK and 
beyond. Over 30 of those who undertook work experience 
placements in 2014 subsequently secured posts or paid 
employment with BBC Scotland. 

Partnerships
BBC Scotland’s membership of groups such as Creative Clyde and 
the TV Broadcast Working Group, along with STV, C4, Creative 
Skillset, and others, has helped to develop a more co-ordinated 
approach to developing the broadcast sector in Scotland.

In addition to collaborative work around particular projects, such 
as with Glasgow City Council across all of the BBC’s 2014 
Commonwealth Games coverage (from the BBC Radio 1 Big 
Weekend in May to the Games themselves and the BBC’s Sports 
Personality of the Year in December), BBC Scotland maintains a 
number of strategic partnerships via memoranda of 
understanding.

BBC ALBA is jointly managed by BBC Scotland and MG ALBA and 
the service – and Gaelic broadcasting in general – has gone from 
strength to strength. The success of the station has also impacted 
significantly on the independent broadcast production sector, 
with over 80% of eligible hours commissioned from independent 
production companies in 2014/15.

A multi-faceted partnership exists between BBC Scotland and 
Creative Scotland – for example, Creative Scotland funded six 
artists in residence at BBC Scotland to produce six short films for 
BBC Arts Online and provided funding in support of the BBC Art 
Screen Festival in Glasgow in April 2014. 

An MOU between STV and BBC Scotland has allowed training 
and skills development opportunities to be shared, as well as 
facilities and resources, and STV Productions has also secured a 
number of BBC TV commissions, including Antiques Road Trip and 
the Piper Alpha documentary, Fire in the Night.

Music master classes, work shadowing and mentoring are only 
some of the activities which are shared under the partnership 
arrangements which exist between the BBC Scottish Symphony 
Orchestra and the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland. And access 
to BBC Scotland radio and TV drama staff and facilities allows 
students to gain experience of set design, audio production and 
studio work.

Pudsey was joined by some of his young admirers at Pacific Quay as the BBC 
Children in Need Appeal raised a record-breaking £32.6m across the UK
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High impact television and radio will be at the heart 
of our offer to audiences in 2015/16. 

Looking ahead

We have set ourselves four key objectives for the year ahead. We will: 

Make Distinctive, World-Class Content
We will seek to deliver high impact programmes across the year. Drama 
highlights will include a major BBC Radio 4 drama co-production, for 
three seasons, of Zola’s Rougon-Macquart cycle, exploring French 
social history in the nineteenth century, and a two-part televised 
adaptation of Iain Banks’ penultimate novel, Stonemouth. 

Part-funded by BBC Scotland, the film version of Scottish author 
Lewis Grassic Gibbon’s 1932 classic novel Sunset Song will also will 
have its premiere screening this year and a third series of Shetland 
will be broadcast. We will also build on the success of BBC ALBA 
drama Bannan by commissioning a further 10 episodes. 

These commissions are part of BBC Scotland’s commitment to 
produce distinctive and reflective Scottish output for Scotland 
and for network and they complement productions such as 
children’s and CBeebies favourite Katie Morag, BBC Four’s Bob 
Servant and a new landmark four-part factual series, Highlands, 
due for broadcast on BBC One.

Landmark factual programmes will also include Wounded Nation 
and, narrated by Neil Oliver, a documentary examining Britain’s 
worst rail disaster at Quintinshill, near Gretna, 100 years ago. 
Both will contribute to the BBC’s series of programmes 
commemorating the centenary of WW1.

A History of Scottish Art, a major four-part series produced in 
conjunction with the Scottish National Gallery, will broadcast later 
in the year. And events and festivals coverage will remain a staple 
feature of our output on radio, television and online, from BBC 
Music Day in June though to T in the Park, the Edinburgh 
International Festival, Proms in the Park and Celtic Connections, 
among others. A weekly live music showcase on Radio Scotland 
– The Quay Sessions – will begin in the summer.

Transform our offer for younger audiences
A range of initiatives will be put in place to reach out to younger 
audiences. These will include the involvement of young people in 
our output, such as the contribution of those involved in the 
Generation 2015 project to programmes on and around the 2015 
General Election and we will refresh our education offer, 
particularly for children of Primary school age. 

BBC Scotland online sites will be adapted to allow them to fit with 
mobile devices and various social media initiatives will seek to 
experiment with new content, constructed specifically with 
younger audiences in mind. 

Innovate online and develop a more personal BBC
With more work undertaken to develop our online and social 
media offerings, we will also, throughout the year, look to assess 
how we might develop more personal, audience-focussed content 
across our portfolio of programmes and services. 

We will build on our existing public sector and creative industry 
partnerships and explore new opportunities, with a view to 
maximising the value and impact of the BBC for our audiences 
and theirs.

Demonstrate value for money in every area of our work
The need to ensure we return value for money in everything that 
we do is a key, defining feature of our daily business. We will 
continue to seek new opportunities to deliver our savings plan, 
with minimum impact on our on-air offering for viewers and 
listeners. 

Crime drama series Shetland will make a welcome return to 
the screen in 2015/16

Following a successful pilot as Miller’s Mountain,  the re-named 
Mountain Goats will return as a series 
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Contacts

If you wish to find out more about the BBC’s year – including full 
financial statements and each service’s performance against its 
Statement of Programme Policy – then please visit  
bbc.co.uk/annualreport 

If you want to know more about how the BBC is run  
then please visit  
bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc

BBC Audience Services is our audience’s virtual front door 
to the BBC. If you have a question, comment, complaint or 
suggestion about BBC programmes and services, then please 
write to us here: 

BBC Audience Services 
PO Box 1922 
Darlington DL3 0UR 

Telephone: 03700 100 222* 
(Lines are open 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Calls may be monitored or recorded for 
training purposes.) 

Textphone: 03700 100 212*

Website: bbc.co.uk/contact 

To find out more about BBC Scotland and our services, 
programmes, activities and events, visit us at 

www.bbc.co.uk/scotland 

www.bbc.co.uk/alba 

* 03700 numbers are called ‘UK wide’ and cost no more than calls to 01 or 02 
geographic numbers.
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Scotland management

Ken MacQuarrie 
Director, BBC Scotland

Ewan Angus 
Commissioning Editor, 
Television and Head of Sport

Wendy Aslett 
HR Director

Alan Dickson  
Chief Operating Officer

Mairead Ferguson 
Head of Marketing, 
Communications & Audiences

Natalie Humphreys 
Controller, Factual and Daytime

Donalda Mackinnon 
Head of Programmes 
& Services

Peter MacRae 
Head of News &  
Current Affairs (Acting)

Bruce Malcolm 
Head of Service Development

Margaret Mary Murray 
Head of Gaelic

Ian Small 
Head of Public Policy 
& Corporate Affairs

Catherine Smith 
Head of Strategy

Jeff Zycinski 
Head of Radio
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