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BBC Education 

Education for all is core to  
the BBC's mission and purposes 

The BBC has a long history in 
education 

 
1924 – First School Radio broadcast 
 
1928 – First adult education broadcasts 
 
1929 – Director of Schools Broadcasting 
 
1957 – BBC Schools Television 
 
1971 – Open University 
 
1981 – BBC Micro 
 
1995 – Learning Zone 
 
1998 – Bitesize 
 
2016 – micro:bit 
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Purposes 

Priorities 

Mission 

"To provide learning for people of 
all ages" 

"To revitalise our education 
mission… "  

"To inform, educate and 
entertain" 



BBC Education 
Our vision is to transform lives through education 

BBC Bitesize 
BBC Bitesize is our flagship 
educational website, now in its 20th 
year 

• Used by 90% of 16 year olds 

• … 80% of 11-15 year olds 

• …and 40% of 5-11 year olds 

Education campaigns 
BBC Education delivers 

educational campaigns with 
partners that address major 

societal deficits in the UK. 

BBC Teach 
BBC Teach supports teachers 
with world-class, curriculum-

linked programming for 
classroom use, along with live 

lessons and audio clips. 

Tiny Happy People 
Out strategic commitment to close 
the pre-school language and 
literacy gap working with a broad 
coalition of partners  



BBC Children’s and Education 

Director, Children’s and Education  

Content   Discovery Education In House 
Production  
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Bitesize 
To help every child and young person in 
the UK achieve their full potential – 
learning every day in their own way. 
 
 
BBC Bitesize supports students with their studies outside the 
classroom, at home and on the go. It directly relates to the 
curriculum, supporting learners from reception through to 
taking school-leaving exams.  
 
BBC Bitesize also provides UK students with online resources 
offering careers inspiration and advice, and we support the 
broader needs of young people in the UK, with life skills, 
mindfulness and resilience. 



Bitesize – curriculum content 

We continue to commission and publish content for Bitesize primary and secondary. 

Bitesize Primary 
 
Our focus in the first half of the year has been on 
primary, linking to our relaunch of the primary 
offer in September. This included: 
• New phonics content for KS1 
• Primary games covering maths, KS1 science, 

KS2 science and starting primary school  
 
Further primary content planned by May 2020: 
• KS1 English 
• KS2 Science  
• Further phonics content 
• KS1 and KS2 Geography 

Bitesize Secondary 
 
At GCSE, the content focus in the first half of the 
financial year has been on development and 
updated quizzes.  
 
Further secondary content planned by March 
2020: 
• GCSE Business Studies 
• GCSE Drama 
• KS3 French, German and Spanish 
• KS3 Religious Studies 
• KS3 Music 



Bitesize – curriculum content 

BBC bases in Glasgow, Cardiff and Belfast create content specifically 
tailored to devolved curricula: 

Scotland 
 
Planned in 19/20: 
 
• 3rd/4th level English / Literacy 
• 3rd/4th level Maths 
• 3rd/4th level Science  
• 3rd/4th level History of Scotland 

 
• Higher History 
• Higher PE 
• Higher Art and Design 
• Higher Music 
• Higher Human Biology 
• Higher Gaelic 

 
 

Wales 
 
Published: 
• KS3 Welsh 
• KS2 Welsh Second language 
• GCSE / TGAU Geography 
• GCSE / TGAU RS 
 
Planned in 19/20: 
• KS3 Science 
• Digital Competence Framework 
• GCSE / TGAU Music 
 

Northern Ireland 
 
Published: 
• GCSE Irish 
• GCSE Double Award Science 
• Foundation PDMU 
 
Planned in 19/20: 
• GCSE French & Spanish 
• KS3 Irish 
• KS2 PDMU 
• KS1 Arts / Music 
• Foundation Maths and 

Numeracy 
• Foundation Language and 

Literacy 
 
 



Bitesize – careers and support 

Our focus on careers and wellbeing - 
creating content, with Bitesize values, 
which supports children and young 
people as they navigate life through 
school and beyond. Overall 
increasing the value and engagement 
for our audience. 
 
Content in 19/20 includes: 
• Revision and exam stress 
• Wellbeing and mental health 
• Healthy relationships 
• Body image and identity 
• Knife crime 
• Freshers’ week support 
• Entrepreneurship 
 
 



Bitesize Product Priorities 

At our briefing in April we highlighted our product priorities as: 

Area of focus Update 

• Revamping the Bitesize Primary proposition, 
building on the existing offer for students with 
more content, better interactivity and improved 
navigation and structure. 

Bitesize primary proposition relaunched in September 
to make more accessible and engaging for primary 
aged children. Ongoing work throughout 2019/20. 

• Updating and evolving the Bitesize app. Small tweaks made to the app to improve offer – e.g. in 
app notifications. 

• Further personalisation functionality, using BBC 
sign-in to let students see their own dashboard. 

Work ongoing to make Bitesize more personal. 

• Continue to improve the experience for practice 
and progression. 

Continuing priority to improve practice and 
progression capability for Bitesize. RFI ‘market 
sounding’ exercise undertaken to explore options to 
deliver capabilities. 

• More capability for Careers and Support, for 
instance featuring labour market information or 
work experience opportunities. 

New capabilities introduced 
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Bitesize 2020/21 Product 
Priorities 
We are currently planning our product priorities for 2020/21. At a high 
level, our priorities will include: 
 
• Practice. We will continue to develop the capability of Bitesize to 

support practice, in order to improve the educational outcomes for our 
audience and build a learning habit. This will include further 
interactivity and more game experiences on Bitesize. 
 

• Rewards and progression. Complementing practice, we will explore 
how to reward our audience as they demonstrate learning progression. 
 

• Personalisation. We want to make Bitesize feel more personal, 
developing a 1-1 relationship to encourage our audience to learn. 
 

• Discovery. We need to make it easier for our audience to find what they 
need, and continue to integrate Bitesize Support and Careers into a 
coherent offer. 





BBC Teach 
BBC Teach supports teachers by 
commissioning Class Clips and working with 
BBC programmes to create curriculum-related 
content for the classroom. 
 
BBC Teach is now home to all teacher-facing content including 
educational campaigns like Ten Pieces, Terrific Scientific, 
Super Movers and School Radio. 
 
BBC Teach includes: 
• Website and YouTube channel 
• 2000+ classroom clips 
• 36 Live Lessons 
• 2000+ School Radio content 
• Year round projects such as Super Movers 
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BBC Teach update 

Recent content on BBC Teach includes: 
 
• Careers support resources – a suite of teacher support films all about delivering 

careers support in Schools. 
 

• Financial literacy – four short new films to help teachers provide students with a good 
understanding of credit, debt, pensions and how interest and taxation works. 
 

• World War Two resources – introduced by Dan Snow and focusing on the holocaust. 
 

• Get Creative – films for primary schools, designed to inspire creativity in the 
classroom and across all subjects. 
 

• Explorers – animated series for primary schools, offering an introduction to the lives 
of five famous explorers. 
 

• Victorians – primary school series introducing famous figures from Victorian Britain. 
 

 
 
 



BBC Teach update 

Planned for this financial year: 
 
• World War Two – films for primary schools all about World War Two in partnership 

with the Imperial War Museum 
 

• Digital literacy – secondary age focused films supporting the teaching of online 
behaviour and digital literacy. 

 
 
Live Lessons: 
 
We decommissioned our our live lessons at the end of the 2018/19 academic year. Since 
then we have been testing different pilots of live and non-live formats to replace, and will 
explore how we can work in conjunction with major brands within the BBC. 



Campaigns 



Education campaigns 

We have undertaken two Bitesize 
focused campaigns over the last six 
months. 
 
Starting Primary School launched 
over the summer, aimed at parents 
of new school starters. 
 
In May we launched Starting 
Secondary School, and this 
continued in the new term. This 
campaign focused on supporting 
children in their last term of primary 
school and their first days and weeks 
in secondary school. 



Bring the Noise 

Bring the Noise launched in September 
2019 on BBC Teach designed to inspire 
children aged between 4 and 7 to become 
a musician and discover the joys of music 
making. 
 
Bring the Noise will make music teaching 
and learning easy and engaging right 
across the curriculum, supporting 
teachers to place music education at the 
heart of every classroom. 
  
Bring the Noise will support teachers and 
parents to help every child aged between 
four and seven-years-old, across the UK, 
to take their first steps towards a life of 
musical enjoyment. 



Tiny Happy People 

Tiny Happy People is our major strategic 
initiative to reduce the number of 
children starting primary school without 
the expected levels of communication 
and language. 
 
We have developed this initiative since 
2018 and undertaken two pilots, and 
significant audience research. 
 
Tiny Happy People has been rolled out in 
Greater Manchester, ahead of a 
nationwide launch which is planned for 
early 2020. 



Tiny Happy People is a coalition of 
a wide range of partners 



Tiny Happy People content model 

Promote     
behaviour change Raise awareness Hook in 

Enticing Wow facts 
(science) Activity ideas 
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External linking 

BBC Education introduced its 
external linking policy in 2013 
to provide a benefit to our 
audience so that they can move 
from Bitesize, and our other 
websites where relevant, to 
other high quality content. It 
also provides a benefit for 
external partners through 
traffic & increased SEO. 
 
www.bbc.com/aboutthebbc/w
hatwedo/publicservices/learni
ng  
 

http://www.bbc.com/aboutthebbc/whatwedo/publicservices/learning
http://www.bbc.com/aboutthebbc/whatwedo/publicservices/learning
http://www.bbc.com/aboutthebbc/whatwedo/publicservices/learning


Off platform use of BBC Teach 
content from Youtube 
 
Third party use of BBC Teach content from bbc.co.uk is not feasible. It would 
require a commercial licensing agreement and technically it is not possible 
to embed. 
 
The capability to embed does exist on Youtube and can be done from the 
BBC Teach Youtube channel 
 
We have reviewed BBC policies and to provide guidance on how third parties 
can use BBC Teach content from Youtube. It is possible but needs to be in 
accordance with the BBC’s Terms of Use and Youtube’s terms and 
conditions – see guidance. Key conditions include: 
 
a) there aren’t any advertisements on or around the BBC content; 

 
b) there aren’t any charges for access and or charges associated with the 
content (clearly stating that the content is free to access); and 

 
c) that you do not state or imply (in any way) that there is a relationship 
and or any endorsement from the BBC to you.  
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Operations update - finances 

Financial Information: Estimated ‘net’ content budget 
and spending plans 2019/20 
 
   2018/19 actual 

(£m) 
2019/20 forecast 

(£m) 

Bitesize  3.7 3.8  

Bitesize Nations 1.1 1.2 

BBC Teach (Inc. LL & School Radio) 2.1 1.8 

Total Formal Learning 6.9 6.8 

NB: Live Lessons is not being produced in 2019/20, only included in 18/19 figures 



Q&A 
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