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BBC Education

Education for all is core to 
the BBC's mission and purposes

The BBC has a long history in 
education

1924 – First School Radio broadcast

1928 – First adult education broadcasts

1929 – Director of Schools Broadcasting

1957 – BBC Schools Television

1971 – Open University

1981 – BBC Micro

1995 – Learning Zone

1998 – Bitesize

2016 – micro:bit

2020 – Bitesize Daily
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Purposes

Priorities

Mission

"To provide learning for people of 
all ages"

"To revitalise our education 
mission… " 

"To inform, educate and 
entertain"



BBC Education
Our vision is to transform lives through education

BBC Bitesize
BBC Bitesize is our flagship 
educational website, now in its 21st 
year.

• Used by 74% of 16 year olds 

• 69% of 11-15 year olds

• and 36% of 5-11 year olds

Education campaigns
BBC Education delivers educational 

campaigns with partners that 
address major societal deficits in 

the UK. Eg Super Movers, Bring the 
Noise and BBC Micro:bit

BBC Teach
BBC Teach supports teachers with 

world-class, curriculum-linked 
programming for classroom use, 

along with live lessons & audio 
clips.

• Used by 42% of primary teachers

• And 34% of secondary teachers

Tiny Happy People
Out strategic commitment to close 
the pre-school language and literacy 
gap working with a broad coalition of 
partners.

Launch postponed until June
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BBC Bitesize Daily



Bitesize Daily
Bitesize Daily launched on April 20th 2020 providing daily online lessons 
and TV content to help those students learning at home.

The Bitesize Daily content includes:

• Three daily online lessons for years 1-10.

• 6 x 20 minute programmes every day on BBC iPlayer and Red Button.

• Teacher Talks

• Helpful guides and advice for parents on Bitesize Facebook and Twitter.

• Parent’s toolkit – more info

• Content for students on Bitesize Instagram including live Q&A with 
teachers every Thursday for Year 10.

• Two brand new daily podcasts on BBC Sounds.

• Programming on BBC Four every evening for older students.

None of this would have been possible without the hundreds of partners we 
have worked with. In the first week of Bitesize Daily, 100 partners shared 
over 300 activities with us.
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Bitesize students image slide Bitesize
To help every child and young 
person in the UK achieve their 
full potential – learning every 
day in their own way. 



Bitesize – curriculum content
This year and next:

A successful year in 2019/20

• Diversity focus is visible in our commissioning 
– we will continue to focus on making sure all 
of our audiences can see themselves in our 
content.

• On Bitesize Primary we have augmented our 
games offer significantly. The focus of this 
increased games commissioning will now 
move to KS3.

• Social commissioning has been really 
successful for us. Discovery of content is a 
focus and there are some great examples of 
thinking of what works for social within the 
whole commission.

Moving forward

• Once normal strategy resumes – our content 
focus is on improving the offer for KS3 
subjects – making it more video-led, visual and 
interactive in line with 11-14 year olds’ needs.

• Also some GCSE and Primary commissioning –
a mix of video and animation.

• Games procurement – via a roster for 
Children’s and Entertainment (Framework II) 
which is periodically re-procured. Companies 
who may have capability to deliver HTML5 
children’s and education games should let us 
know and we will inform about process.



Bitesize – curriculum content

BBC bases in Glasgow, Cardiff and Belfast create content specifically 
tailored to devolved curricula:

Scotland

Planned in 19/20:

• 3rd/4th level English / Literacy
• 3rd/4th level Maths
• 3rd/4th level Science 
• 3rd/4th level History of Scotland

• Higher History
• Higher PE
• Higher Art and Design
• Higher Music
• Higher Human Biology
• Higher Gaelic

Wales

Published:
• KS3 Welsh
• KS2 Welsh Second language
• GCSE / TGAU Geography
• GCSE / TGAU RS

Planned in 19/20:
• KS3 Science
• Digital Competence Framework
• GCSE / TGAU Music

Northern Ireland

Published:
• GCSE Irish
• GCSE Double Award Science
• Foundation PDMU

Planned in 19/20:
• GCSE French & Spanish
• KS3 Irish
• KS2 PDMU
• KS1 Arts / Music
• Foundation Maths and 

Numeracy
• Foundation Language and 

Literacy



Bitesize Careers & Support
In 2019 we launched new Careers and Support sections on Bitesize. 

Working with experts, partners and young people we’ve produced 
new content offering peer-to-peer and expert advice on many topics 
including health and wellbeing, starting school, revision tips and 
exam stress. 

Content planned for this year includes:
• Starting Primary School
• Fact or Fake 
• Prom 
• Mental Health week 
• 11-14 year olds careers 
• 17-20 year olds becoming independent



Bitesize 2020/21 Product Priorities

We are currently planning our product priorities for 2020/21. At a high level, our 
priorities will include:

• Practice. We will continue to develop the capability of Bitesize to support 
practice, in order to improve the educational outcomes for our audience and 
build a learning habit. This will include further interactivity and more game 
experiences on Bitesize.

• Personalisation. We want to make Bitesize feel more personal, developing a 1-
1 relationship to encourage our audience to learn.

• Discovery. We need to make it easier for our audience to find what they need, 
and continue to integrate Bitesize Support and Careers into a coherent offer.





BBC Teach
BBC Teach supports teachers by commissioning Class Clips 
and working with BBC programmes to create curriculum-
related content for the classroom.

BBC Teach is now home to all teacher-facing content including 
educational campaigns like Bring the Noise, Terrific Scientific 
and Super Movers.

BBC Teach includes:
• Website and YouTube channel
• 3000+ classroom clips
• 36 Live Lessons
• Year round projects such as Super Movers and Bring the 

Noise



BBC Teach update
Recent content on BBC Teach includes:

• Careers support resources – a suite of teacher support films all about delivering careers 
support in Schools.

• World War Two  – films for primary schools all about World War Two in partnership with 
the Imperial War Museum

• Explain This… – eight new collections of films to explain challenging concepts in primary 
and secondary Science, Design & Technology, History and Geography.

• The Brain Lab – a new series of six films about wellbeing and the importance of developing 
a growth mindset, supported with a teacher guide.

• Primary narrative series – full versions of many of our popular narrative series, designed 
with students learning at home in mind, and supported with updated teacher resources.

• Modern Foreign Languages support films – a series for teachers, introducing evidence-
based approaches to teaching MFL in both secondary and (coming soon) primary.



BBC Teach update

Recently-published commissioning briefs:

• Egyptians – music resources for KS2 with accompanying cross-curricular content

• Castles and Knights – music resources for KS1 with accompanying cross-
curricular content

• Primary Assemblies/KS2 RE – films to support the delivery of assemblies and RE 
lessons



BBC Teach update

Due to the current situation, further plans for this financial year are subject to budget 
confirmation, but these include:

• KS1 Science
• KS1 and 2 Computing
• KS2 Maths
• GCSE German
• GCSE Spanish 
• First Aid
• Period education 

Live Lessons:

We have been testing different pilots of live and non-live formats to replace Live 
Lessons, and exploring how we can work in conjunction with major brands within the 
BBC as well as external partners.  The current plan is to resume production of some 
live and as-live lessons in the autumn.



Campaigns



Education campaigns

We have undertaken two Bitesize focused 
campaigns over the last six months. 

Fact or Fake? launched in March to help 
students spot and stop fake news.

And in April we launched Starting Primary 
School, to provide support for parents with 
children starting school in September. 



Bring the Noise
Bring the Noise launched in September 2019 on BBC 
Teach, designed to inspire children aged between 
four and seven to become a musician and discover 
the joys of music making.

Bring the Noise makes music teaching and learning 
easy and engaging right across the curriculum, 
supporting teachers to place music education at the 
heart of every classroom.

Bring the Noise supports teachers and parents with 
a raft of digital resources, confidence building guides 
and a new interactive music tool Play It!  It features 
inspirational contributions from new and leading 
musicians from around the world.

The campaign will come to an end later this month 
but all content will remain on the BBC Teach 
website.



Tiny Happy People
Tiny Happy People is a coalition of a wide range of 
partners and is our major strategic initiative to 
reduce the number of children starting primary 
school without the expected levels of 
communication and language.

We have developed this initiative since 2018 and 
undertaken two pilots, and significant audience 
research.

Tiny Happy People has been rolled out in Greater 
Manchester, ahead of a nationwide launch.

The launch had been scheduled for March 2020 but 
was postponed and is now planned for June 2020.
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External linking

BBC Education introduced its 
external linking policy in 2013 
to provide a benefit to our 
audience so that they can move 
from Bitesize, and our other 
websites where relevant, to 
other high quality content. It 
also provides a benefit for 
external partners through 
traffic & increased SEO.

www.bbc.com/aboutthebbc/w
hatwedo/publicservices/learni
ng

http://www.bbc.com/aboutthebbc/whatwedo/publicservices/learning


Off platform use of BBC Teach 
content from Youtube
Third party use of BBC Teach content from bbc.co.uk is not feasible. It would 
require a commercial licensing agreement and technically it is not possible 
to embed.

The capability to embed does exist on Youtube and can be done from the 
BBC Teach Youtube channel

We have reviewed BBC policies and to provide guidance on how third parties 
can use BBC Teach content from Youtube. It is possible but needs to be in 
accordance with the BBC’s Terms of Use and Youtube’s terms and 
conditions – see guidance. Key conditions include:

a) there aren’t any advertisements on or around the BBC content;

b) there aren’t any charges for access and or charges associated with the 
content (clearly stating that the content is free to access); and

c) that you do not state or imply (in any way) that there is a relationship 
and or any endorsement from the BBC to you. 
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Operations update – finances

Financial Information: Estimated ‘net’ content 
budget and spending plans 2020/21

2019/20 actual
(£m)

2020/21 forecast
(£m)

Bitesize 3.7 3.4

Bitesize Nations 1.2 1.3

BBC Teach (Inc. Live Lessons & School 
Radio) 1.9 1.8

Total Formal Learning 6.9 6.4

NB: Bitesize budget doesn’t include Bitesize Support and funding for our Bitesize Primary Games.
NB: The budget may be further adjusted following the current pandemic
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Q&A 
Please see Q&A document attached separately.



Q&A from BBC Education Industry Briefing  
1 Will the presentation be circulated after the briefing, please?  

We will send it over and it'll be hosted on our part of the BBC's 
corporate website. 

2 Is it possible to get a link to the presentation after the webinar for reference? We'll share it afterwards and put it on the BBC website 

3 
Are there any 'lessons learned' from Bitesize Daily that you are able to share with 
partners, e.g. usage stats? 

Yes, we are working up a deck of stats and insights which we will 
share with partners later this month 

4 
Are there any opportunities for partners to be involved in the Live Lessons series? Can 
you explain a little more about how these work? 

Potentially. We're currently working on plans for Live Lessons into 
the Autumn and beyond, we'll be in touch if there are ways for 
partners to be involved 

7 Could you explain a little more about what Bitesize Nations comprises? 

Scotland, Wales and NI have their own small teams focussing on 
education. This ensures that we offer resources to support 
national curriculums in all four UK nations. These teams have 
their own editorial approaches, but these are co-ordinated 
through shared governance 

9 

Regarding the movement of Bitesize into greater personalisation and user logins... will 
the BBC re-iterate it's longstanding commitment not to feed data back on student usage 
and scores to schools (so as to protect the educational software industry from 
competition that would destroy the industry)? Yes - we have no plans to move into this field at present 

10 
Can you tell me what the process is for partnering with you for BBC Bitesize Daily? Also, 
can I clarify that you link out externally from the Daily lessons? 

Anyone who wants to partner with us can contact John McGee or 
Jo Wozencroft and we will share the 'Content Maps' our editorial 
teams are producing week to week, there you can identify how 
you might help. Yes - we are linking out from these lessons 

11 How are BBC focussed on supporting disadvantaged families in particular at this time? 

We are seeking to provide a universal offer which supports all 
parents across the UK. We anticipate that schools in poorer and 
more disadvantaged areas will have most need for this service as 
they are less likely to receive individual support from schools 



13 

Hi James (Purnell), the UK does already lead the way in terms of digital content - we 
take more than 200 leading edtech companies around the world each year. It will be 
important that the BBC understands that in detail before sweeping statements about 
taking things to the next level. 

James Purnell answered restating his comments included 
leveraging the best of the British education industry as part of our 
future and reiterated thanks for the support offered by the industry 
for Bitesize Daily 

14 

Happy to engage with your policy team on this - but we need to ensure that the BBC 
does not overstep remit for UK provision rather than international, in order not to distort 
the market. thank you Caroline Wright, BESA As above 

15 How will you decide when the Daily Lessons come to an end? 

This depends on need and we will be guided by DfE and the three 
Governments in the nations. Looks less likely to be a 'clean break' 
in summer than we had anticipated 

16 

For example, is it once all yeargroups are recommended to return to school? Do you 
start withdrawing the daily lessons for yeargroups that have been 'sent' back to school? 
Year 1 is supposed to be going back in June. Does that mean shortly after the year 1 
daily lessons will be stopped? As above 

17 

Is July 21st/22nd (first day of summer recess) still your timeline for ‘tombstoning’ the 
expanded content? If not, how are you informing your decision as to when content is 
removed? Thanks (Alexander, BESA) 

We are working out the right approach for this given there seems 
more likely to be 'grey areas' than anticipated at the beginning of 
the crisis. Keen to engage partners in this process 

18 

Teachers and parents are very conflicted about going back to school after half term; 
particularly around social distancing, health and safety and managing the emotional fall 
out that children might have experienced: poverty, loneliness, islolation - are youi 
considering any content to support parents and teachers at this time. 

We have content to support parents in a new area of Bitesize 
(www.bitesize.com/parents) and continue to develop and publish 
teacher support content via BBC Teach 

19 

Partners have been mentioned a few times during the presentation for Bitesize Daily. 
Could you explain what the process is for partnering with you please as we'd love to be 
involved for primary computing content? 

We're open to discussion - best to contact John McGee and Jo 
Wozencroft in the first instance. Happy to share future 'Content 
Maps' and explore options for 'co-authoring' if that's feasible 

20 

Is there any plan to move beyond Tiny Happy People and look at older age groups 
where the language gap is also such an issue - particularly with the "easily ignored" 
group? If so - what are your plans/timescales here? 

This is something which we already do within Bitesize Primary, 
but sure we will harvest reflections from THP and apply to our 
other work provided this is curriculum relevant 

21 
I would be interested to know if you are planning to also include partners in the new 
priorities for 2020/21 (i.e. Practice and Personalisation for example). We are - happy to discuss offline 



22 

1. Could we explain process for partnering? 
2. Whether there are any different tiers or levels of partnership BBC will be seeking with 
external providers?  
3. Has BBC already agreed any long-term partnerships with partners it has worked on 
during Covid-19, and if so, when details of these will be published? 
4. Whether this is will be subject to open application process? 

1. See responses to Q19 and Q10 
2. There are three tiers - co-authors who support production of full 
lessons; partners who provide embeddable activities; and 
partners who share links to onward learning journeys 
3. No we haven't 
4. We aren't currently setting up new long-term relationships 

23 

As a partner supporting BBC Bitesize Daily with 'practice' content, it's a frustration that 
BBC appears to have identified this as a gap in their provision that has now been added 
to the development roadmap for Bitesize. This appears to mean that BBC will be making 
'practice' content available free at the point of use, in competition with partners who are 
charging customers for 'practice' content. Has BBC considered the fairness of this 
approach to it's partners and the competitive impact that may result from this? 

BBC Education has always developed practice content such as 
quizzes and games. Development of new games and practice 
activities is filling gaps left by the closure of our broad flash 
gaming portal which closed a couple of years ago 

25 

Is the BBC able to outline some formal "tests" that they will meet with regards to winding 
down the BBC Bitesize Daily offering? (i.e. if the blanket "summer" cut off is no longer 
appropriate) 

Not currently, but this is a good idea. Keen to work with industry 
on an approach, via BESA and Publisher's Association 

26 

Returning to the ‘Operations’ part of the slide, if the Bitesize budget has decreased this 
year, has the BBC received any source of funding- whether for Bitesize or Bitesize 
Nations- from the DfE to provide expanded offering during schools closures? No, we received no funding from DfE 

27 
If not funding, support in terms of labour hours, additional workforce capacity or 
pedagogical advice? 

Likewise, we received no in-kind benefits other than intelligence 
on national plans for schooling which allowed us to develop an 
editorial approach 
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