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RELATED PROPOSALS 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

FURTHER INFORMATION 
NEWS AND CURRENT AFFAIRS 
Our regular news provision across all platforms and our current affairs 
programming will remain core for BBC Northern Ireland. We will safeguard the 
quality of our news services - with no reduction in hours.  
 
We will refresh the coverage of politics in Northern Ireland, with a more 
focused and efficient provision of weekly reporting and in-depth analysis on 
television. 
 
RADIO 
The local appeal of BBC Radio Ulster is well known and we will make 
changes to the schedule which prioritise core content and where reductions 
will only be to off-peak programming. 
 
We will continue to explore new formats that refresh our daytime and evening 
offering.  
 
TELEVISION 
We will seek to maintain the level of local TV output over this period. We will 
benchmark programme prices and ensure we have the right genre balance. 
 
More content produced for a local audience will also appear on network 
television and there will be a greater emphasis on co-commissions. 
 
HIGH DEFINITION TELEVISION 
We will invest to provide the Northern Ireland version of BBC One broadcast 
in high definition by the end of 2012. 
  
However, the current BBC Two Nations variant will not convert into high 
definition and the current standard definition variant will be maintained.  
 
NETWORK SUPPLY 
The people of Northern Ireland represent around 3% of the UK population. 
We will continue to support the local industry and in-house production 
departments to contribute this same percentage of content for the BBC 
networks by 2016.  
 
Objectives for improved portrayal and representation will be set for network 
commissioners.  
 
ONLINE 
We will launch new ‘nations editions’ of the most popular BBC websites over 
the next two years - starting with the homepage in summer 2012. We will also 
build our knowledge and learning capability, making use of our rich archive. 
 

FINANCIAL CONTEXT 
BBC Northern Ireland’s annual budget for local output is 53m. We are nearing 
completion of a five year efficiency programme, which has reduced our cost base 
by around 25%. 

BBC Northern Ireland fulfils a broad range of public purposes in a place which continues to undergo political and social change and has 
some strong and unique local audience needs. Our decisions were based on a rigorous assessment of audience value and that meant 
we sought to protect services as much as possible from scope cuts. The creative sector in NI will also benefit from increased BBC 
network investment and a key objective is to ensure that this also improves UK-wide portrayal of the range of life in Northern Ireland. 
BBCNI has already made 25% savings over the five years from 2007, making further productivity savings challenging. Technology 
refreshment which has been more limited to date will continue to provide a platform for further efficiency over the period of the plan. 
  
The local target for BBC Northern Ireland is 15% savings over the period of the licence fee settlement from 2013 to 2016. We will 
strategically prioritise some areas of activity to ensure that the services we provide to our audiences are least impacted. We will make 
the most of new investment opportunities, including the launch of the Northern Ireland variant of BBC One in high definition, and will 
strengthen connections with the whole creative sector in Northern Ireland. At the heart of our activities, we will continue to deliver high 
quality news and investigative journalism, powerful story-telling and distinctive local TV programmes, a wide range of output on BBC 
Radio Ulster/Foyle and coverage on all platforms of culture, music and sporting events that bring the community together. 

 
♦ Vision, Audio & Music, News and Future Media 
♦ The Way We Work 
 

FINANCIAL AND OTHER INFORMATION 

PLANS FOR 2013-2016 
BBC Northern Ireland will contribute 15% savings over the four year period of the 
licence fee settlement from 2013 to 2016. We expect the majority of savings to be 
sourced from improved productivity and efficiency measures that least impacts 
our content and services. 

PRODUCTIVITY 
We will develop BBC Northern Ireland as a key creative cluster and digital hub 
and develop our long term overhead reduction plans through options such as 
more efficient ways of using technology, opportunities to share broadcast facilities 
on a commercial basis and further property and capital initiatives. 
 
In some areas, we will make savings by examining clustering of teams, improving 
the utilisation of our production facilities, benchmarking the price we pay for local 
television content and developing our Foyle base as a production hub. 
 
We will make also make savings by reducing senior management spend and 
streamlining management layers. 

* Savings shown are based on estimated 2016/2017 figures 


