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Response to iPlayer public interest test 

The Writers’ Guild of Great Britain (WGGB) is a trade union representing professional writers in 

TV, film, theatre, radio, books, comedy, poetry, animation and videogames. Our members also 

include emerging and aspiring writers. 

WGGB currently has a range of agreements in place with the BBC, ensuring the fair remuneration 

of writers producing work for its platforms and as such is a key stakeholder. 

Question 1: What do you think about the potential public value of our proposals for 

enhanced availability of BBC content, including the extent to which our proposals 

contribute to the BBC’s mission to serve all audiences through the provision of high 

quality and distinctive output and services which informs, educates and entertains?  

We agree that an extended iPlayer provision will enhance the BBC’s ability to inform, educate and 

entertain.  

We believe that it is indeed in the public interest for more of the content commissioned by the 

BBC and paid for by the licence payer, to be made more easily available to the licence payers.  

Question 2: What do you think about the benefit to consumers who will use the 

service, as well as wider potential social and cultural impacts?  

If the iPlayer service is extended, consumers will undoubtedly benefit from greater choice, 

improved access and a rich archive of high-quality drama, educational and special interest 

programming.  

Socially and culturally it is important that the BBC, as the main British public service broadcaster, 

reflects the lives of British audiences and promotes the UK culturally overseas.   

WGGB values the significant role the BBC plays, not only in the UK’s creative sector through 

investment in content commissions and talent and in the public provision of services, but also its 

contribution to the wider UK economy and to the UK creative sector in a global context.  It is 

important culturally that the BBC can continue to invest in the UK production sector through 

commissioning UK originated programming and employing UK based production companies and 

production talent.  
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Question 3: What impact (positive or negative) do you think our proposals on 

enhanced availability might have on fair and effective competition?   

The BBC is the UK’s leading commissioner of new work and consequently has an extensive archive 

of material.  

When iPlayer was first introduced there were concerns that it would distort the market and 

undermine fair and effective competition because it would make it difficult for commercial 

operators to charge effectively for their catch-up services. The original 7-day limit was set to offset 

fears that iPlayer would damage the market for repeats and DVD sales. Enhanced availability may 

detrimentally impact the DVD market, but this can be offset if writers or creators are adequately 

rewarded for box set exploitation via iPlayer. 

Unlike some other broadcasters and online service providers, the BBC engages in collective 

bargaining with recognised trade unions and has agreed fair minimum terms and conditions for the 

creation of new work for all its platforms and for the subsequent use of archive material on its 

platforms.  

Should the existing terms and conditions for creators remain intact, the cost of programme making 

and subsequent future use to the BBC will remain unchanged. 

In circumstances such as these, we believe that the extended iPlayer will not have a significant 

impact on fair and effective competition.  

However, should the BBC attempt to use the expansion of the iPlayer as a justification to reduce 

the payment levels for creators – the picture would change considerably.  

As the country’s leading commissioner, the BBC acts as a bellwether for the industry as a whole. 

Any attempt by them to reduce the level of remuneration to creators, specifically writers, would 

destabilise the market in which writers operate and have a negative effect on competition. 

Question 4: Are there any steps you think we could take to minimise any potential 

negative effects on fair and effective competition or to promote potential positive 

impacts? 

To minimise any potential negative effects, the BBC must retain or improve existing fee provision 

to ensure that writers are properly compensated for use of their work on iPlayer. 

 

Furthermore, to allow the BBC to effectively compete with other VOD/SVOD providers, the BBC 

should investigate (and publish) the viability of adding pay per view options to parts of the iPlayer 

library. 

 
The BBC has provided some assurances about the impact of the iPlayer extension on the market, 

however there does need to be increased data transparency. 
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