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TAC (Teledwyr Annibynnol Cymru) is the membership association of independent television production 
companies in Wales. There are around 50 companies in the sector, ranging from sole traders to some of 
the leading players in the UK TV production industry. They produce content for the BBC, ITV, Channel 4, 
Channel 5 and Sky as well as other cable and satellite channels, and they are involved in numerous 
international co-productions. They produce almost all the original programmes broadcast on S4C, and a 
variety of radio productions for the BBC, including Radio Wales, Radio Cymru and other UK networks.  
 
TAC welcomed Ofcom’s decision to require the BBC to run a public interest test consultation on this 
matter, as it does have potential impacts on the wider production sector. We are pleased to have the 
opportunity to respond and we hope the views expressed below are of interest. We note that the BBC is 
having conversations with Pact and, while some TAC members are also Pact members, we would welcome 
direct discussion on these matters also. 
 
 

TAC response to Consultation Questions 

Question 1: What do you think about the potential public value of our proposals for enhanced 
availability of BBC content, including the extent to which our proposals contribute to the BBC’s 
mission to serve all audiences through the provision of high quality and distinctive output and 
services which informs, educates and entertains? 

TAC recognises that the BBC is operating in a market where other services are increasingly 
experimenting with new and alternative forms of distribution. TV Licence Fee (TVLF) payers do 
expect to be able to access BBC content in as flexible way as possible and we are sympathetic to the 
BBC’s desire to fulfil those expectations. 

Equally however, the BBC’s future success in attracting audiences lies in continuing to have access to a 
wide range of content made by a diverse set of production companies from across the UK. It also needs 
to do this in order to ensure it meets its responsibility under its fourth public purpose “To reflect, 
represent and serve the diverse communities of all of the United Kingdom’s nations and regions and, 
in doing so, support the creative economy across the United Kingdom … In commissioning and 
delivering output, the BBC should invest in the creative economies of each of the nations and contribute 
to their development”.  

The BBC must therefore ensure that any arrangements it has to distribute content ensures a fair return 
to content creators, including production companies in the nations. 

 



TAC response to Consultation Questions 

Question 2: What do you think about the benefit to consumers who will use the service, as well as 
wider potential social and cultural impacts? 

We can see that having content on the iPlayer for a longer period of time could be of benefit to 
consumers and, as the BBC commissions a wide range of public service content, this clearly could have 
a positive social impact, however as stated above this should not be at the cost of creating 
unsustainable conditions in the production sector from which the BBC sources so much of its high-
quality output. 

Question 3: What impact (positive or negative) do you think our proposals on enhanced availability 
might have on fair and effective competition? 

In terms of the independent production sector, enhanced availability could have a negative impact if 
the BBC plans to extend the iPlayer window to 12 months without giving due consideration to rights 
and financial recompense.  

TAC understands that the BBC needs to adapt its provision for evolving online viewer habits, but this 
should not mean unfair practices are acceptable by not offering rights-holders enhanced terms for the 
potential loss of secondary sales, for example. 

If the BBC’s future plan is to buy the rights to offer all shows on iPlayer for longer, it needs to outline a 
specific strategy which covers both new and archive content. This needs to include a detailed budget 
of the payments which would be made to producers in various scenarios, e.g. extended online 
premières prior to broadcast, holdback periods, sales windows.  

In line with the budget, it should be made clear how this development would be funded by the BBC. 
TAC would strongly oppose any deleterious effect on the commissioning budgets, both UK-wide and 
in the Nations and Regions.  

Question 4: Are there any steps you think we could take to minimise any potential negative effects 
on fair and effective competition or to promote potential positive impacts? 

In order to minimise potential negative effects, the BBC should undertake a detailed analysis based on 
comprehensive research of user habits and platform uptake to ensure that the appropriate 
development strategy is executed. 

The BBC should also provide a comparative analysis on the likely effects on revenues from content 
made by independent production companies as opposed to that made in-house or by BBC Studios. 

The BBC should publish this strategy and provide proposed budgets to the independent production 
sector. Time should be allocated to hold meaningful discussions with the sector prior to taking any 
final decisions. 

 


