
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S4C’s Response to the Public Interest Test on   

BBC iPlayer Proposals 

 

 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
15th February 2019 



1 
 

S4C welcomes the opportunity to respond to the Public Interest Test Consultation on 

Proposals for BBC iPlayer.  

 

S4C is a public service broadcaster with a unique public purpose to provide a television 

service in the Welsh language. S4C has now evolved from being a television channel 

broadcaster to being a digital services provider across a variety of platforms across the 

UK.   

 

The Consultation raises the following questions: 

 

Question 1: What do you think about the potential public value of our proposals 

for enhanced availability of BBC content, including the extent to which our 

proposals contribute to the BBC’s mission to service all audiences through the 

provision of high quality and distinctive output and services which informs, 

educates and entertains?  

 

Question 2: What do you think about the benefit to consumers who will use the 

service, as well as wider potential social and cultural impacts?  

 

We will respond to these two questions simultaneously. 

 

We support the BBC’s arguments in favour of the proposals to be able to offer more 

content on iPlayer and for longer periods. The BBC’s consultation plan highlights clearly 

the amount of content that is available on SVOD platforms and the trends in viewer 

habits, which are moving increasingly from linear television to on-demand content, 

especially among younger audiences.  

 

The Public Service Broadcasting system (PSB) in the UK is a highly valuable one, which 

ensures, via the provision of all PSB channels, that the values and characteristics of PSB 

are achieved across the UK.  At a time when audiences are increasingly turning towards 

overseas SVOD platforms such as Netflix and Amazon, the UK’s PSB channels need to be 

able to compete effectively and evolve to offer the same kind of experience as viewers 

have now come to expect from on-line viewing.   

 

As the Consultation notes, the other public service broadcasters in the UK have already 

changed their on-line provision to reflect these trends. S4C has also evolved its player – 

S4C Clic – and is negotiating changes to its standard rights packages in order to offer, 

for example, catch-up windows for a number of months (rather than the existing 35 

days), archive series and box set series (e.g. putting complete series on-line 

simultaneously). S4C has started to offer these in some individual cases, offering a good 

number of popular series from the archives as box sets over Christmas, which was well 

received. 

 

As a result, it would create a substantial inconsistency among pubic service broadcasters 

in the UK if the BBC could not respond to the trends in viewer expectations by offering 

its content more extensively than the present catch-up window of 30 days. This would 

weaken the PSB landscape in general and create the image of PSB provision somehow 

being inferior to what the international SVOD services can offer.  

 

Question 3: What impact (positive or negative) do you think our proposals on 

enhanced availability might have on fair and effective competition?  

 

We offer comments on this question from S4C’s viewpoint only. 

 

As noted above, S4C has its own player – S4C Clic – which is in the process of being 

evolved in response to viewer trends.  
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Also, S4C content is available in the iPlayer - live streamed and (in general) to catch-up 

for 30 days after broadcast. This is as a result of the partnership between S4C and the 

BBC due to the fact that 90% of S4C funding comes from the licence fee. 

 

With some platforms, where S4C Clic is not available, S4C on-demand content is only 

available through iPlayer. Offering better availability on the iPlayer would therefore be of 

benefit to those people wishing to view S4C content on the iPlayer. 

 

On the other hand, we acknowledge that increasing the availability of content on the 

iPlayer could possibly have some effect on viewing content on S4C Clic, especially if the 

catch-up window on the iPlayer is longer than on S4C Clic. It is possible that S4C will not 

be able to negotiate an on-line window of 12 months with rights holders and so S4C 

content would be available on the iPlayer for a shorter period than BBC content. This 

could possibly create confusion or a negative response among viewers. 

 

However, competition from other content players and providers is a natural and to be 

expected, in the same way as S4C’s linear service faces competition from a host of other 

television channels. The needs of viewers should be put first in this respect and it is 

important for users to be offered an extensive range of content and that they can enjoy 

it at the time and on the platform of their own choosing. 

 

Question 4: Are there any steps you think we could take to minimise any 

potential negative effects on fair and effective competition or to promote 

potential positive impacts?    

 

We have no comment on this.  

 


