
Incorporated Society of Musicians response to the BBC’s consultation on BBC iPlayer 

proposals 

 
 

 

Incorporated Society of Musicians response 

to the BBC’s consultation on BBC iPlayer 

proposals: Public Interest Test consultation 

 

 

Submitted on: 15 February 2019 

 

 

About the ISM 

1. The Incorporated Society of Musicians (ISM) is the UK's professional body for 

musicians and a nationally recognised subject association for music. We support 

more than 9,000 members across the UK and Ireland with legal advice and 

representation, comprehensive insurance and specialist services. We also 

campaign in favour of musicians’ rights, to protect and expand access to music 

education, and on other issues affecting the music industry.  

 

Question 1 

What do you think about the potential public value of our proposals for 

enhanced availability of BBC content, including the extent to which our 

proposals contribute to the BBC’s mission to serve all audiences through the 

provision of high quality and distinctive output and services which inform, 

educate and entertain? 

2. We recognise the public value of making more BBC programmes and other 

content available to more people. We believe that many of our members would 

welcome the opportunity for their work to be available for longer and as part of 

an expanded BBC archive.  

3. What concerns us most for our members is the implication of the heading at 2.1 

in the consultation document: ‘Video on demand is increasingly replacing linear 

television’. If this is the case- and the evidence supplied by the BBC suggests 

very strongly it is- we would look to the BBC to ensure that contributors are 
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adequately rewarded for their contributions to the creation of additional value for 

the BBC, and that mechanisms are negotiated with representative bodies in good 

time.  

4. We are concerned to ensure that increased availability of material, including of 

archive material, is adequately reflected in industry agreements for performers. 

The BBC must ensure that remuneration for performers is structured adequately, 

for example through maintenance of appropriate engagement and primary use 

fees, and secondary use arrangements which return value to contributors for the 

additional value they are creating for the BBC through extended grants of rights. 

5. The BBC’s proposals come at a time when the BBC is under increasing financial 

pressure, perhaps most notably from the forthcoming end of the subsidy for the 

free licence fee for over-75s. We are therefore appreciate the BBC is anxious to 

extend public value at minimum cost. However, it must ensure that musicians’ 

remuneration is not affected by these demands. 

 

 

Question 2 

What do you think about the benefit to consumers who will use the service, as 

well as wider potential social and cultural impacts? 

6. We agree that consumers will benefit from these proposals in the short and 

medium term by being able to access more of what the BBC produces and has 

produced. So long as musicians receive appropriate remuneration, the ISM wants 

to see as much music made available to as many people as possible. 

7. However, in the long term, any model needs to support artists to produce new 

music. This can only be done if the BBC continues to invest in new music 

programming and supports an appropriate system of fees and remuneration for 

musicians. If new programming and artists do not receive adequate investment, 

consumers will lose out in the long term, as will the BBC in the context of an 

increasingly competitive international marketplace.  
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8. Wider British society and culture will lose out if musicians are less likely to be 

properly remunerated and therefore less able to compose, perform and record 

music. As well as the value they bring to British culture and society, the creative 

industries including music are a major component of the UK’s soft power, with 

one in seven albums sold worldwide in 2014 being by a British artist according to 

the BPI. The BBC, as a major part of the UK cultural landscape, has a 

responsibility to support British artists’ long-term interests.  

 

Question 3 

What impact (positive or negative) do you think our proposals on enhanced 

availability might have on fair and effective competition? 

9. By virtue of the licence fee, the BBC occupies a privileged position in relation to 

its competitors in the field. Nevertheless, as the consultation document notes, the 

market has been able to innovate very successfully in the years since iPlayer was 

introduced, to give us the healthy state of affairs which exists now with many 

suppliers operating far beyond the original limits of the catch-up iPlayer.  

10. We therefore suggest that the extension of iPlayer services are unlikely to have 

an appreciable detrimental effect on BBC competitors: rather, the market itself is 

capable of innovating successfully to extend offers to consumers. There is no 

reason to suppose that this innovation will cease, and increasing consumer choice 

and access to high-quality programmes (including music programming) is 

something we support. 

 

Question 4 

Are there any steps you think we could take to minimise any potential negative 

effects on fair and effective competition or to promote potential positive 

impacts? 

11. As noted we think the market is capable of correcting any perceived competition 

concerns through innovation. In terms of positive impacts, the BBC must ensure 



Incorporated Society of Musicians response to the BBC’s consultation on BBC iPlayer 

proposals 

 
that educational music programmes, such as the Proms, are made available and 

given appropriate publicity through the upgraded iPlayer. This would ensure that 

the positive impact of the BBC’s proposals- making more music available so long 

as musicians are properly remunerated- are fulfilled while also fulfilling the BBC’s 

educational remit.  

 

 

 

 


