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Education is one of the BBC’s five public purposes.  

Last year, BBC Learning worked with partners to 

develop a strategic vision that aimed to reinvent the 

BBC’s education offer for the new charter. 
 

Our vision focuses on what the BBC does best: 

• Reaching and motivating all audiences with brilliant 

content, products and services 

• Convening powerful partnerships around key goals 

• Executing major educational campaigns to deliver a 

stepwise positive benefit on UK society 

 

 

 

 

In October 2017, the Executive Committee and BBC Board 
approved a new vision for Education  



In March we announced this 
vision to encourage social 

mobility in the UK 

In an age where education is widely recognised to be the 

most significant element in determining life chances, we 

want to work with a wide range of partners to see how, 

together, we can make a significant impact on the lives of 

our audience. These ideas are our starting point; informed 

by research and backed by other organisations who are 

excited to see what a revitalised education provision from 

the BBC could do for the UK as a whole  



The three initiatives that we proposed and have developed in 2018 are: 

 

 

 

This vision set out three initiatives to support our audiences’ education 
needs and increase BBC reach and time spent with key demographics 

Early years language 

and literacy 

Closing the pre-school language 

and literacy gap, and building 

reach, frequency and time spent 

particularly amongst 16-34s and 

C2DE parents. 

 

 

 

Transforming Bitesize and 

expanding its age remit 

and content provision 

Help every learner in the UK achieve their 

full potential, and catering for their wider 

needs beyond the curriculum, enhancing 

the strategic value of Bitesize amongst 

children and young people. 

 

 

 

Lifelong Learning 

Working in partnership to 

support adults retraining and 

reskilling in a rapidly changing 

world. 

Dilwara 

Early years practitioner 



BBC Online Portfolio Review  

• We'll move to fewer, personalised online services – this will be an 

initial portfolio of eight main online services: 

Homepage, iPlayer, Sounds, News, Sport, Weather, Bitesize,   

Children's 

• Each online service will showcase more high-impact content from 

across the BBC that our audiences will love, in a way that feels more 

digital, personal and dynamic. 
 

• This means doing less of what doesn't work well with audiences and 

making these online services feel more relevant to them. 



OPR – top 8  



Agenda 

1. BBC update 

 

2. BBC Learning update 
• Education campaigns – 2019 
• Bitesize and Teach 
 

3. Operations update – finances 
 

4. Q&A 
 



BBC Learning update  

Education campaign 
priorities for 2019 
 



Super Movers  

• Super Movers is a partnership between the 
BBC and the Premier League designed to 
help children across the UK to get physically 
active with curriculum linked videos. 

 
• Super Movers aims to help primary schools 

and families to build physical activity into 
their school day and beyond.   

 
• The campaign is also in partnership with The 

Scottish Professional Football League and 
works with stakeholders such as: Sport 
England, Sport Wales, Public Health 
England, Youth Sport Trust 

 



Bitesize Schools Tour  

• BBC Bitesize will take to the road to deliver 
robust, first class careers advice to 
secondary school pupils in up to 120 schools 
in North East and Yorkshire and the Humber  
in January, February & March 2019 to 
support young people with their GCSE 
option decision making. 

 
• Hour long sessions hosted by BBC Talent 

will feature a panel of inspiring guests from 
the creative industries who will change 
perceptions, inspire ambition and celebrate 
aspiration.   



Starting Secondary School  

What is the need?  
Academic reports highlight that if transition 
between primary and secondary is not smooth 
it can affect children’s educational attainment 
and happiness. 
 

Starting Secondary School  
• Six month campaign launching in April 

2019. 
• Aimed at 11 & 12 year olds, their parents 

and teachers. 
• Offering practical and emotional advice to 

help take the stress out of the move. 
• Sit on BBC Bitesize and BBC Teach, working 

with BBC platforms , programmes and 
external partners. 



Music Education  

• Our major new campaign for 2019 aims to 
excite and inspire our youngest audiences 
about music and all the benefits that a good 
music education can bring to their learning. 

 

• Launching in 2019 we offer a range of 
resources for teachers in the classroom to 
help support music education for 5 to 7 year 
olds, laying the foundations for music 
appreciation and pointing the way to 
existing BBC resources like Ten Pieces. 

 

• There will also be a focus on the home, 
encouraging parents to get musically 
creative with their kids and to inspire a love 
of playing music beyond the classroom. 
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Education for children and 
young people 

Our online education provision for children 
and young people is divided across two 
areas: 

Support for teachers  
to bring the curriculum 

to life for their 
students, to use in 
school and lessons  

BBC Bitesize 
supports students 
with their studies 

outside the 
classroom, at home 

and on the go. 
 



BBC Teach  

BBC Teach supports teachers by 
commissioning Class Clips and working with 
BBC programmes to create curriculum-related 
content for the classroom. 
 

Teach is now home to all BBC Learning’s 
teacher-facing content including educational 
campaigns like Ten Pieces, Terrific Scientific, 
Live Lessons and School Radio.  

 

     bbc.com/teach   

 



BBC Teach new content  

• A new Class Clips series for GCSE on 
History. What can we learn from observing 
historic locations (late Nov delivery) 

 

• A new PSHE series about mental health, 
featuring real life stories of secondary-age 
children who’ve battled with mental health 
problems (late Nov) 

 

• Recent successful commission:  
Understanding Poetry with Joseph Coelho 



BBC Teach Live Lessons   

Live Lessons are live, interactive programmes 
devised to support teachers and bring      
curriculum content to life, directly to the 
classroom.  

Covering a range of subjects and school ages          
with access to leading experts and some of the 
BBC’s biggest brands and talent, Live Lessons       
are a shared learning experience for schools            
all over the UK.  

Upcoming Live Lessons are due to cover:  

• Super Movers  

• Remembrance, end of the great war  

• 500 Words 2019 - English and Literacy   



Education for children and young people  

• BBC Bitesize supports students with their studies outside the classroom, at 
home and on the go. 

• There is a website offer and an app – a mix of study guides and explainers, 
short form videos, quizzes and interactives. 

• Our curriculum content supports learners from reception through to taking 
school-leaving exams and students can find material to support their 
studies wherever they are in the UK. 

• In line with our Education Strategy, Bitesize is expanding the age remit and 
content provision beyond the curriculum to cater for the wider needs of 
children and young people – from confidence and resilience to study choices 
and career inspiration. 



Milestones  

 

BBC Bitesize celebrated its 20th Anniversary and relaunched the product 
including: 
 
• A new Bitesize brand that stretches across our entire age range 
• New social channels on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter 
• Migrating content from our legacy platforms  
• Introducing personalisation for all Bitesize users  
• Improvements to navigation and content discovery 
 
• Roadmap now being developed for the next 12 months – priorities include 

personalisation and practice 



Support and Careers 

We recently launched two new sections on Bitesize. Working with experts, 
partners and young people we’ve produced new content covering: 
 

SUPPORT  
• Real-life stories and advice to help students make informed choices and thrive 

at school and in life. 
• Guide to GCSE option choices coming soon.  
 

CAREERS  
• Inspiration and information for life beyond school.  
• First content will focus on careers in STEM and creative/media 
• Wider range coming March 2019 



Published since  April 2018 
GCSE combined science phase 2; KS3 English, Science and Maths (rolling publishing so is 
ongoing) ; Functional Skills beta content moved into main site  
 
In production 18/19 
 

GCSE: Computer Science; RS; D&T; Spanish; Music; French 
Functional Skills English ; Functional Skills Maths (problem solving) 
KS3: English; German 
Primary: RE; History (Egyptians); History (Famous People) Geography; Primary Games 
(English, maths) 
 

Published content: England  



 

Published since April 2018 
GCSE: CCEA Home Economics; CCEA English Literature Additional Poetry content 
KS3: Learning For Life and Work 
KS2: The World Around Us; Personal Development and Mutual Understanding  
Transition 
 

In production 18/19 
GCSE: CCEA Religious Studies; CCEA CHEMISTRY; Media Studies, Journalism and Moving Image 
Arts Refresh and Flash Cards; CCEA PHYSICS; CCEA Hospitality  
KS2: The Arts; Language and Literacy - Ulster Scots/Linen Industry/ Migration  
KS1 & Foundation: The World Around Us  

Published content: Northern Ireland  



Published since April 2018 
Primary: Numeracy - Principles of maths and number strategies; Science - Senses and body 
systems; Literacy - Creating texts 
Updates to National 5 English 
Updates to Higher English, Maths, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Computing Science, 
Geography, History, Modern Studies, French 

  
In production 18/19 
Primary: Numeracy - Fractions, money and measure; Literacy - Early reading; History/Social 
subjects - Scottish history 
3rd and 4th Level English, Maths 
National 5 Design and Manufacture; Updates to National 5 Art and Design, Music, P.E. 
Higher: Business Management; P.E. ; Spanish 

 
 

Published content: Scotland  



Published content: Wales 

Published since April 2018 
 

GCSE/TGAU History, CA3 Welsh (will be published mid November 2018), GCSE/TGAU Biology, 
Physics, Chemistry 
  
In production 18/19 
 
KS3/CA3 - Chemistry, Physics, Biology. CA3 Maths, KS3 Welsh Second Language, 
GCSE/TGAU Music 
 
 
 

 
 



External linking 

BBC Learning introduced its external linking policy in 2013 to provide a benefit 
to our audience so that they can move from Bitesize, and our other websites 
where relevant, to other high quality content. It also provides a benefit for 
external partners through traffic & increased SEO. 
 

• Current external linking approach from Bitesize. The process for applying is outlined at 
www.bbc.co.uk/learningoverview  

• BBC Teach external providers page. This external providers page is now live and 
promoted on www.bbc.com/teach 

• External linking from the app. Work in progress to develop external links from the app. 

• External linking from major campaigns. As we develop campaigns, we have looked for 
opportunities to provide links to relevant providers. 
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Operations update 

Financial Information: Estimated ‘net’ content budget and spending plans 2018/19 

NB: BBC Teach now includes Teach/Live Lesson/School Radio 

  2017/18 actual 2018/19 forecast 
(£m) (£m) 

Bitesize  2.2 3.7 
Bitesize Nations 1.1 1.2 
Post 16 0.4 0.0 
BBC Teach 1.0 1.9 
Live Lessons 0.8 0 
School Radio 0.4 0 
Supplementary Bitesize Nations Funding 0 0 
Total Formal Learning 5.8 6.8 
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