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Our vision is to transform lives 
through education 

 
 

1. BBC Learning Vision & Strategy 

Annual educational  
themes - 2016  

 

• Literacy 
 

• Science 
 

• Creativity  

Formal education for 
children and young people 

Informal factual learning 
for all 
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The BBC’s British Bold Creative vision for the next charter 
outlined a commitment to educate beyond 2016, 
highlighting a number of initiatives: 
 
• Working in partnership to create an “Ideas Service” to 

provide the public with the best of British ideas and 
culture. 
 

• A single front-door for children to the wealth of the whole 
BBC and trusted partners beyond. 
 

• A review of the distinctiveness of the BBC online and a 
commitment to improve services in the Nations. 

BBC Charter Review 
A commitment to educate beyond 2016 

2. BBC Charter Update 

 
 



A Charter aspiration for a more open BBC working with the 
widest range of partners – including in the area of 
education. 
 
At the last meeting, we ran a digital learning workshop to 
consider the potential for a more open platform, where 
content from the BBC and other providers sits side by side 
for the benefit of learners. 
 

BBC Charter Review 
A commitment to a more open BBC 

2. BBC Charter Update 

 
 



The workshop had an aim to understand the opportunities 
and requirements for potential collaboration. 
 
Many organisations said they were keen to use BBC content 
to enrich their own platform’s experience, or use BBC reach 
as a means to drive traffic to their own propositions.  
 
A full debrief on initial ideas was published and circulated. 
 
It remains a BBC aspiration, though it requires further work 
and is dependent upon the wider BBC Charter progress. 
 

BBC Charter Review 
Digital Learning Platform workshop  

2. BBC Charter Update 
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BBC Bitesize supports students with their studies 
outside the classroom, at home and on the go. 
 
In 2016/17 we will be using myBBC technology to 
offer signed-in personalisation. 
 
This will ensure audiences are better able to access 
content relevant to their specific curriculum needs. 
 
Bitesize continues to offer external links to other 
curriculum relevant education providers (free or 
commercial), to extend the potential learning 
journey. 

BBC Bitesize 
Curriculum-linked resources for students 

3. BBC Learning Update 

 
 



A new Bitesize app launched at the beginning of 
April for 14 – 16 year olds. 
 
Created to meet audience expectations and to 
emphasise Bitesize’s new focus as an ‘out of 
classroom’ proposition. 
 
Provides personalised curriculum-linked content 
ahead of exams. 
 
Surfaces the Bitesize content that is relevant to the 
exams they are taking – although is not 
comprehensive.  

Bitesize App 
Curriculum-linked resources for students 

 
 

3. BBC Learning Update 



Launched BBC Live Lessons -  reinventing BBC schools 
programming for the digital age. 
 
Live Lessons bring the best of the BBC’s programme-
making skills and on-screen talent directly into 
classrooms, bringing the curriculum to life in a unique 
and innovative way. 
 
Usually delivered in partnership with other organisations 
e.g. RSC, National Literacy Trust.  
 
BBC Teach will create a new home on YouTube for BBC 
video resources and clips for use in the classroom. 

Live Lessons & Teach 

3. BBC Learning Update 

 
 



3. BBC Learning Update 

 
 

iWonder, the BBC’s factual, interactive-story 
proposition aimed at inspiring curiosity, will have a 
refocused editorial ambition in 2016.  
 
The audience will be placed at the heart of every 
story, enabling the user to understand more about 
their life, their interests, their community, the world 
they live in and what has shaped it, whilst also 
providing opportunities to challenge their own 
preconceptions.  

 
 

iWonder 
Inspiring curiosity in all our audiences 



The launch of iWonder Community will enable organisations 
and individuals to create their own Guides, together with a 
community space where content can be published and 
shared, with the best reflected on BBC iWonder.  
 
Can creativity be taught? Why did Abraham Lincoln come 
to Manchester? How do I write a brilliant story? These are 
examples of some of the first guides created by other 
organisations. 
 
By opening up this BBC platform to audiences, iWonder 
Community will empower people to share and discuss their 
own perspectives, contributing to creating a more open 
BBC where the audience is able to inform, educate and 
entertain each other. 

iWonder Community 
Share knowledge, passions and ideas 
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Our three educational themes for 2016/17 are: 
 
• Literacy 

 
• Science 

 
• Creativity 

2016/17 Educational themes 

3. BBC Learning Update 

 
 



In March 2016, we began the rollout of up to 1 million BBC micro:bits 
to every pupil in Year 7 (England & Wales), S1 (Scotland) or Year 6 
(Northern Ireland). 
 
The BBC micro:bit is a personal coding device, supported by a 
dedicated website, app and resources, delivered by the BBC and 31 
partners. 
 
The BBC micro:bit will inspire children to get creative with digital and 
develop core skills in science, technology and engineering. It will 
unleash a new generation of digital makers, inventors and pioneers. 
 
Once the roll-out is finished, micro:bits will be available commercially. 
We are also open-sourcing all the relevant hardware and software 
details behind the micro:bit. 

BBC micro:bit 
Inspiring a new generation of digital pioneers 
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Literacy 
Comedy Classroom 

1. 3. BBC Learning Update 

 
 

BBC Comedy Classroom is a UK-wide competition to 
promote literacy skills by encouraging 13-15 year olds 
to write, direct and perform their own comedy 
material. Three categories (stand up, sketch & clever 
captions) will be judged by respected comedians, 
comedy writers and the National Literacy Trust, with 
winning entries made and broadcast by the BBC. 

 
Online teacher resources and exclusive content will 
include ‘how to’ films fronted by David Walliams and 
hints and tips from campaign ambassadors, including 
Charlie Higson, Kelly Howard and Marcus Brigstocke. 



3. BBC Learning Update 

 
 

Literacy 

ShakespeareMe will let Shakespeare free on social media, 
using emojis to unlock the complex emotions expressed 
within Shakespeare’s work, aimed at the 16-34 audience. 
 
Supporting the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust’s Shakespeare 
Week, Totally Shakespeare encourages Primary School 
children to pick their favourite Shakespeare words and 
phrases. As well as How to be Epic at Shakespeare, 
collaborating with the RSC and the Shakespeare Birthplace 
Trust. 
 
CBBC Awesome Authors Live aims to inspire and excite 6-12 
year olds to share and read the books they love, through a 
two day live event at the Library of Birmingham. 



3. BBC Learning Update 

 
 

2016/17 will see the launch of a bold, ambitious science 
campaign to inspire Key Stage 2 pupils through exciting, 
innovative and accessible mass-participation experiments 
that every school can take part in.  
 
Pupils will analyse data from their own experiments, but also 
build up a national picture by uploading results to an online 
hub with an animated interactive UK map. 
 
Backed by BBC brands & Talent, with new short films and 
resources delivered with partners, this major campaign will 
be the spark that creates a new generation of UK scientists.  

Science 
A bold campaign aimed at KS2 



Delivered in the run up to Radio 1’s Big Weekend in 
Exeter, the Radio 1 Academy will inspire local 16-19 
year olds to take the next step in creative careers.  
 
A series of special events, local engagement and  
face-to-face activities in the area will culminate in a 
packed week of live radio shows, gigs, masterclasses 
and Q&As.  

 
Inspiring career-focussed sessions will go hand in 
hand with unique opportunities for young people to 
produce their own online, on air and live content. 
 

Creativity 
Radio 1 Academy 
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BBC Ten Pieces is unlocking the creative potential of 
young people through classical music, with creative 
workshops being delivered by Ten Pieces 
Ambassadors in secondary schools across the UK.  
 
Pupils will also experience the music live through 
regional Ten Pieces school concerts by the BBC 
Performing Groups and at this year’s Ten Pieces Prom 
at the Royal Albert Hall.  
 
The Ten Pieces coaching scheme offers free 
professional coaching from the BBC Orchestras and 
Choirs to 11 to 14 year olds playing or performing the 
repertoire from the primary or secondary Ten Pieces. 

Creativity 
Ten Pieces 
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1. BBC Learning Vision & Strategy 
 

2. BBC Charter Update 
 

3. BBC Learning Update 
 

4. Outline of BBC Learning Spending 
 

5. Q&A 

Agenda 



Financial Information 
Estimated budget and spending plans 2016/17 

4. Outline of BBC Learning Spending * Includes infographic spend in 12/13 and 13/14 
** Net and exclusive of central management costs 

10/11 Actual 11/12 Actual 12/13 Actual 13/14 Actual 14/15 Actual 15/16 Actual 16/17 forecast 
Adult Skills 1.2 1.2 0.5 0.1 0.3 0.6 
Languages 0.6 0.6 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Media Literacy  0.2 0.1 0.3 0.1 0.0 0.0 
Ouch 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Total Adults 2.3 1.9 1.0 0.2 0.3 0.6 0.4 
              
Bitesize* 2.1 2.5 2.7 2.8 1.9 5.6 
Blast  0.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Teachers/Parents/Class Clips 2.8 2.5 1.6 1.5 1.1 0.6 
TV Support Projects 0.2 0.1 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.1 
Total 5-19s 5.6 5.1 4.9 4.3 3.0 6.4 6.6 
              
Total Formal  7.9 7.0 5.9 4.5 3.4 7.0 7.0 
Total Informal     4.6 4.4 5.6 4.9 TBC 
Total Product development     2.0 0.4 0.3 1.5 TBC 
FM Spend**     4.0       
Total K&L Product     16.5 9.3 9.3 13.5 TBC 
Total Learning Zone          3.4 0.0 
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Thank you for taking  
the time to join us today 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are able to stay . . . 
 
Lunch & networking 
BBC Learning campaigns demonstrations 
 

Agenda 
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