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BBC Charter 

BBC Learning is part of the newly formed 

Radio and Education division, led by 

James Purnell, Director, Radio and 

Education. 

 

The division brings together Arts, Music 

and Network Radio with BBC Learning  

and BBC Children's departments.   
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BBC Charter education purpose 

The new BBC Charter came into effect in 2017. 

 

Education remains at the heart of the BBC’s Mission for the next 

Charter and is one of the BBC’s public purposes: 

 

“To support learning for people of all ages: The BBC should 
help everyone learn about different subjects in ways they 

will find accessible, engaging, inspiring and challenging. 

The BBC should provide specialist educational content to 

help support learning for children and teenagers across the 

United Kingdom. It should encourage people to explore 

new subjects and participate in new activities through 

partnerships with educational, sporting and cultural 

institutions.” 
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BBC update 
In our vision for the new Charter, there is a renewed drive to put 
education at the heart of what the BBC does. The aim is to reinvigorate 

the BBC’s mission on education. 
 
There are a number of specific initiatives highlighted: 
• Working in partnership to create an “Ideas Project” to provide the 

public with the best of British ideas and culture. 

• Children’s strategic investment to deliver content that stands out from 
the crowd, wherever and whenever our audience want it, supported 
by interactive digital tools to enable them to create, connect and 
share. 

• A commitment to improve services in the Nations, including through 
Bitesize. 

• An aspiration for a more open BBC working with the widest range of 
partners – including in the area of education. 
 

The new charter has also meant changes to the BBC’s governance: 
• A new unitary board replacing the two tier previous structure of the 

BBC Trust and Executive Board 
• Ofcom becomes the first external independent regulator of BBC BBC & Charter update / 6 
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BBC Learning’s vision is to 

transform lives through education 

Education campaign 

priorities for 2017/2018 

include: 

 

• Science 

• Digital Creativity 

• Literacy 

• Exam Stress 

Formal education for 

children and young 

people 
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Our current education campaign 

priorities for 2017 / 2018 include: 

 

• Science 

• Digital Creativity 

• Literacy 

• Exam Stress 

Education campaigns update 
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BBC Terrific Scientific’s aim is to inspire 9-11 primary school 
pupils and their teachers through accessible, curriculum-linked, 

mass-participation scientific investigations; creating a 

significant intervention to counter the STEM crisis in the UK. 

This two year campaign has been developed in partnership 

with Wellcome and delivered in collaboration with over 40 

external partners including universities who will be using the 

data collected by school children for real world scientific 

research. 11,000 classes have signed up to take part so far. 

There have been five investigations in this academic year. Five 

more are currently being planned for 2017/18 academic year. 

Science 
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DIY 

Our schools focused campaign is further bolstered by Terrific 

Scientific DIY aimed at children & their families during school 
holidays. 

Each half term there are bespoke experiments to do at home 

using everyday objects. The aim is to demonstrate science is 

everywhere and that everyone can participate. 

This is being delivered in conjunction with our broadcast 

partner BBC Breakfast.  

Science 



BBC Learning update / 12 

Tomorrow’s World was revealed at the beginning of May and 
the campaign begins in June. 

It is a pan-BBC partnership campaign which will connect 

audiences with the brightest minds and biggest science 

institutions in the country, creating a national conversation and 

a public celebration of all things science.  

Planned activity includes more than 50 hours of associated TV & 

radio broadcasts, a digital hub which will enable partner 

content to sit alongside our own, news collaborations, a 

bespoke social media campaign and a podcast series which 

will be made with our partners.   

Science 



In 2016, the BBC and its partners designed, manufactured and distributed 
up to 1 million BBC micro:bits to all UK 11 and 12 year olds. 

We continue to support the micro:bit in the UK. We have collaborated 
with Wolfblood and are currently working with Doctor Who on a series of 

challenges for students. 

To ensure a long term legacy for the BBC micro:bit we have set up a non-
for-profit organisation called the micro:bit educational foundation, 
formed by the BBC and a number of other partners. 

Supported by a range of leading educational and technology 
organisations including ARM, Microsoft, Nominet, Samsung , the Institution 
of Engineering and Technology (IET) and the BBC, it will ensure that we 
continue to enable a generation to grow their digital capability within the 
UK. 

Digital Creativity 
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Joining forces with Hull’s UK City of Culture programme, 
BBC Radio 1’s Academy takes up residency and makes Hull 
its home for 2017. 

Radio 1’s Academy (21 – 25th May) will host a week of 
inspiring free events in Hull aimed at helping 16-19 year-olds 
kick-start their careers in the creative industries. Including 
Q&As, careers advice, live music from the likes of Bastille, 

and immersive virtual reality experiences.  

Digital Creativity 



The Mind Set is the BBC’s and the UK’s first national peer-to-peer 
coaching network led by a team of young people who took their 

GCSEs or Nationals in 2016. It is powered by BBC Bitesize and is a 

partnership with Childline, Young Minds and the NCS. 

The Mind Set gives focused, practical advice on subjects 

including getting started with revision, staying motivated, and 

how to achieve the levels of physical and mental wellbeing 

necessary to reach your exam potential. 

A key element to this campaign has been to reach young people 

on platforms most relevant to them – for instance, we have 

worked with Snapchat Discover to reach 15 and 16 year olds. 

 

Exam Stress 
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We are currently developing our next set of 

educational campaigns. 

Our campaigns will be targeted at specific 

educational and societal deficits in the UK, and these 

deficits will be evidenced by robust audience 

research. 

We will also work with BESA, the Publishers Association 

and the rest of the sector to provide specific 

briefings, where relevant, on our campaigns prior to 

their launch. 

Future education campaigns 
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Formal education for children and 

young people 

Student facing, out of 

classroom study and 

revision support for  

5-16+ 

Support for teachers to 

bring the curriculum to 

life for their students, to 

use in school and 

lessons  

Our online formal education provision for children 

and young people is divided across two areas: 
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BBC Bitesize supports students with their studies 
outside the classroom, at home and on the go. 

  

It directly relates to the curriculum, supporting 

learners from reception through to taking  
school-leaving exams.  

 

Students can find material to support their 
studies wherever they are in the UK.  

 

BBC Bitesize 
Curriculum-linked resources for students 
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BBC Bitesize  
5-14 year olds 

• We are continuing to build our interactive primary Bitesize 

content for English, Maths and Science across the UK 

nations. 

 

• Primary Welsh is also in development.   

 

• This year we will be commissioning animation for primary 

MFL and Music. We will also be adding interactivity to our 

primary History content. 

 

• Work continues to commission 11-14 English, Maths and 

Science content.  We will be publishing the first 

interactive content for Maths and Science over the 

coming weeks.   
 

 



BBC Bitesize  
14-16 year olds 

14-16 content published since November 2016: 
 

England (OCR; Edexcel; AQA; Eduqas): 
• GCSE English Language (to be published under exam board navigation) 

• Completed and publishing this summer: GCSE Art & Design; Maths; Biology; 

Chemistry; Physics 

Wales:  
• WJEC & TGAU Physics; Biology  

• Welsh Baccalaureate  

Northern Ireland:  
• Moving Image Arts (CCEA)  

• App work 

• Flashcards to support each 14-16 subject already on the web 

Scotland (SQA): 
• Science subject improvements: Published 26 videos for Nat 5 Biology, 27 for 

Physics. Chemistry completing end of May (34 videos) 

• App subject additions: Nat 5 and Higher - Geography and History, Nat 5 – 

Modern Studies 

• Modern Studies Nat 5 and Higher – 2 videos on the Role of the LA Council and 

the STV Vote system BBC Learning update / 21 
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BBC Bitesize  
14-16 year olds 

In Production 2017/18 
 

England:  
GCSE Music; Spanish; French; Computer Science; Double 

Science; 
 

Wales:  
WJEC/TGAU History; Geography; RS; Chemistry 
 

Northern Ireland (CCEA specifications only): 
GCSE Learning for Life and Work; Digital Technology; History; 

Geography; Maths; English Literature; English Language; Biology 
 

Scotland (SQA): 
Nat 5 Chemistry video improvements, Nat 5 Business 

Management, Nat 5 Music, Nat 5 Art and Design, Nat 5 and 

Higher French (App), Early, First and Second level development 

 



BBC Bitesize  
Product milestones 

A new Head of Product for the BBC Learning online portfolio is now in 
place. Recruitment is also underway to address key gaps in the 
digital team supporting our Bitesize, Food and campaign websites. 

A long term Bitesize roadmap is still in development. The main focus 
in 2017/18 is about addressing the Bitesize technical deficit and 
underlying tech platform. 

Key milestones in 2017 include: 

• Reintroducing exam board support at 14-16 to aid content 
discovery (May / June) 

• Improving the Bitesize destination homepage with clear age 
appropriate brand and identity, and improving content 
discovering (July to Sep) 

• Minor bug fixes on the app – further work still being scoped 
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BBC Teach 

BBC Teach aims to support teachers by curating the best of 

BBC videos, BBC archive and other curriculum-related 

content for use in the classroom. 

BBC Teach has a dedicated teaching resource site hosted on 

YouTube, which is updated daily and contains around a 

thousand carefully selected clips, covering subjects at early 

years, primary and secondary level and across all national 

curricula. 

We have commissioned 130 short films to support teachers 

and help them bring the curriculum to life. 

youtube.com/bbcteach 

bbc.co.uk/teach 

@bbc_teach 
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BBC Live Lessons 

Live, interactive programmes devised to support teachers 

and bring curriculum content to life, directly to the classroom. 
Covering a range of subjects and school ages, primarily from 

KS1 – KS3. 

With access to leading experts and some of the BBC’s 

biggest brands and talent, Live Lessons are a shared learning 

experience for schools all over the UK.  

Upcoming Live Lessons include: 

• Radio 1 Academy (24 May 2017)  

• Terrific Scientific (19 June 2017)  
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External Linking 

BBC Learning introduced its external linking policy in 2013 to provide a 
benefit to our audience so that they they can move from Bitesize, and 
our other digital websites where relevant, to other high quality 
content. It also provides a benefit for external partners through traffic 

and increased SEO. 

Current external linking approach from Bitesize. This is our main 
external linking mechanism. We provide in excess of 10,000 curriculum 
relevant links to over 40 external organisations. The process for 

applying is outlined at www.bbc.co.uk/learningoverview 

BBC Teach external providers page. This external providers page is 
now live and promoted on www.bbc.co.uk/teach 

External linking from the app. It is not possible to replicate the Bitesize 

desktop external linking approach on the app. However, our plan is to 
add a top-level menu link from the app 

External linking from major campaigns. As we develop campaigns, 
we have looked for opportunities to provide links to relevant providers. 
This has happened for Terrific Scientific and the Mind Set. 
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Financial Information 
Estimated content budget and spending plans 2017/18 

(old format) 

2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 

Adult Skills 1.2 1.2 0.5 0.1 0.3 0.6 0.8 

Languages 0.6 0.6 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Media Literacy  0.2 0.1 0.3 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Ouch 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Total Adults 2.3 1.9 1.0 0.2 0.3 0.6 0.8 

              

Bitesize* 2.1 2.5 2.7 2.8 1.9 5.6 4.9 

Blast  0.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Teachers/Parents/Class Clips 2.8 2.5 1.6 1.5 1.1 0.6 2.3 

TV Support Projects 0.2 0.1 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 

Total 5-19s 5.6 5.1 4.9 4.3 3.0 6.4 7.2 

              

Total Formal  7.9 7.0 5.9 4.5 3.4 7.0 8.0 

Total Informal     4.6 4.4 5.6 4.9 3.6 

Total Product development     2.0 0.4 0.3 1.5 0.3 

FM Spend**     4.0       

Total K&L Product     16.5 9.3 9.3 13.5 11.9 

Total Learning Zone          3.4 0.0 
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Financial Information 
Estimated content budget and spending plans 2017/18 

(new format) 

2016/17 actual 

(£m) 

2017/18 forecast 

(£m) 

Bitesize  2.9 3.3 

Bitesize Nations 1.0 1.3 

BBC Teach 1.3 1.1 

Live Lessons 1.0 0.93 

Post 16 0.78 0.68 

Schools Radio 0.51 0.57 

Supplementary Bitesize Nations 

Funding 
0.85 0.0 

Total Formal Learning 7.9 7.4 
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Thank you for taking  

the time to join us today 
 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are able to stay . . . 
 
Lunch & networking 

Agenda 


