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This Agreement is dated  ________________ 2017 (the “Effective Date”) 

 

PARTIES: 

 

(1)  The British Broadcasting Corporation, a public corporation established under Royal Charter, 
whose principal office is situated at Broadcasting House, Portland Place, London W1A 1AA (the 
“BBC”); and 

 

(2)  [LDRS Supplier Entity], a [company] whose registered office is at [ ] (“Supplier”) 

 

each a “Party” together the “Parties”. 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

(A) The BBC operates the LDRS and invites local news organisations to tender for the ability to 
supply content to the LDRS. 

(B) The Supplier has won a tender and now the Supplier shall provide the services and work 
product of the LD Reporter in exchange for the Funding from the BBC on the terms of this 
Agreement.  

1 DEFINITIONS 

1.1 In this Agreement the following words and expressions shall (save where the context 
otherwise requires) have the meanings set out below: 

 

“Agreement” means the terms and conditions outlined herein including any schedules, 
annexes and attachments hereto; 

“Applicable Laws” means for the time being and from time to time all relevant Acts of 
Parliament and all relevant orders, regulations and bye-laws made with 
statutory authority or by local or other authorities and all the relevant 
codes of conduct, guidelines, guidance, public statements or other similar 
instruments of a relevant regulatory body or authority including Ofcom 
and industry regulators; 

“BBC Guidelines” 

 

means all relevant BBC guidelines and standards (including technical, 
editorial, online, branding and advertising, etc. and with particular 
reference to Sections 3, 4, 6, 7, 10, 14, 15 and 18 of the Editorial 
Guidelines) as amended from time to time located at 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guidelines and 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guidelines/futuremedia/accessibility/ (some 
information may, for security reasons, only be accessed by the Supplier 
using a password provided by the BBC) or any other URL of which the BBC 
informs the Supplier;  

“Content System” means the system for accessing the Deliverables and other content, 
hosted by the BBC or its subcontractor; 

“Content Terms” means the terms of use of the Content System agreed with Publishers; 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/guidelines
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guidelines/futuremedia/accessibility/
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“Deliverable(s)”  means the content delivered into the Local News Partnership System as 
set out in Editorial Brief to be delivered by the Supplier to the BBC in 
accordance with the requirements and specifications outlined in this 
Agreement; 

“Editorial Brief” means the description of the Deliverables in Schedule 2; 

“Editors’ Code” means the code of practice enforced by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation; 

“Effective Date” means the date on which Services are to be first provided, as stated on the 
first page of this Agreement; 

“Funding” means the all-inclusive funding payment of: 

 (a) £34,000 per LD Reporter (plus £2,000 per LD Reporter in 
London) for the year starting 1 April 2017 (pro rata for any part 
thereof);  

 (b) the total amount in (a) (increased by an amount equal to the 
lesser of 1.5% and RPI) per LD Reporter for the year starting 
1 April 2018 (pro rata for any part thereof); and 

 (c) the amount in (b) (further increased by an amount equal to the 
lesser of 1.5% and RPI) per LD Reporter for the year starting 
1 April 2019 (pro rata for any part thereof), 

 payable to the Supplier by the BBC in accordance with Clause 5; 

“FOIA” means the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and any subordinate 
legislation made under that Act; 

“Industry Best 
Practice” 

means at any time the exercise of that degree of care, skill, diligence, 
prudence, efficiency, foresight and timeliness which would reasonably and 
ordinarily be expected at such time from a first class and expert supplier, 
to a customer of services similar to the Services, seeking to comply with its 
contractual obligations and complying with Applicable Laws; 

“Intellectual Property 
Rights (IPR)” 

means copyright, patents, trade marks, service marks, design rights, 
registered designs, topography rights, database rights, rights of 
confidence, know-how, broadcast rights, goodwill and the right to sue for 
passing off and all other similar rights anywhere in the world, statutory or 
otherwise, whether or not registered and including applications for 
registration of any of them; 

“Job Description” means the job description for the LD Reporter as set out in Schedule 1; 

“LD Reporter” means the journalistic reporter employed by the Supplier specifically to 
provide the Services by preparing the Deliverables; 

“LDRS” means the Local Democracy Reporting Service, being a service of news 
reporting focused on local democracy, such as local authority hearings and 
related activities as set out in Schedule 2; 

“London” means the Greater London area consisting of the 32 Boroughs of London 
and City of London within the Mayoralty of London; 

“Party/ies” means the party/ies to this Agreement; 

“Personal Data” has the meaning given to it in the Data Protection Act 1998; 
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“Publisher” means a news organisation (whether print, online, radio or television) 
authorised to publish or broadcast the Deliverables received via the 
Content System; 

“Required Terms” means the terms that must be incorporated in each LD Reporter’s contract 
of employment, as set out in Schedule 3; 

“Service(s)” means the services required to be performed by the Supplier in order to 
deliver the Deliverables and any other additional services necessary to 
meet the terms of this Agreement; 

“Sub-contractor(s)” means a third party to whom a Party sub-contracts the provision of all or 
any component part of its obligations under this Agreement, subject to 
approval in accordance with Clause 17; 

“Supplier Contact” [Supplier to insert, with postal address and email]; 

“Term” means the Initial Term together with any extensions thereto effected in 
accordance with Clause 2.2 and subject to early termination of this 
Agreement in accordance with its terms;  

“UK” means the United Kingdom of Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Channel 
Islands and the Isle of Man and its territories and waters; and 

“Working Day(s)” means Monday to Friday, excluding weekends, public and bank holidays in 
the UK. 

  

1.2 A reference to a Clause or Schedule means a clause or schedule of this Agreement. 

1.3 The headings of the Clauses are for reference purposes only and shall not affect the 
construction thereof. 

1.4 In the event and to the extent only of any conflict between the Clauses and the Schedules, 
the Clauses shall prevail. 

1.5 Where this Agreement refers to an officer of the BBC, whether by name or by job title, 
such reference shall include his or her successor or nominee where appropriate. 

1.6 “Including” in this Agreement shall mean “including without limitation”. 

2 TERM 

2.1 This Agreement shall take effect on the Effective Date and unless terminated in accordance 
with the provisions of this Agreement, shall expire two (2) years from and including the 
Effective Date (“Initial Term”). 

2.2 The parties shall be entitled to extend this Agreement beyond the Initial Term by mutual 
agreement in writing. Any extension shall be on the same terms and conditions and for a 
duration of one (1) year on each occasion.  In the event that the parties wish to extend the 
term as set out in this Clause 2.2, the BBC shall give at least three (3) months’ prior written 
notice to the Supplier of its intention to do so, on each occasion. 
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3 SUPPLIER OBLIGATIONS 

3.1 The Supplier (without prejudice to the Supplier’s other obligations under this Agreement) 
shall: 

3.1.1 recruit by no later than the Effective Date, and employ for the Term, [a][X] LD 
Reporter(s) into [a] position(s) as described in the Job Description and include the 
Required Terms in each LD Reporter’s contract of employment; 

3.1.2 pay each LD Reporter a minimum remuneration equal to £22,000 per annum (or 
£24,000 per annum if in London) or the Supplier’s own minimum rate for a fully 
qualified reporter, whatever is the higher; 

3.1.3 be responsible for all maternity leave, sickness leave and other employment 
obligations of the LD Reporter(s), at no cost to the BBC beyond the Funding; 

3.1.4 ensure there is no employment relationship intended to arise between the LD 
Reporter and the BBC; 

3.1.5 ensure that its local news editor manages the LD Reporter(s);  

3.1.6 exercise supervision, direction and control over the work for the Services and 
each LD Reporter; 

3.1.7 produce and supply the Deliverables, and provide the Services, to the BBC for the 
purposes of the LDRS in accordance with: 

(a) the provisions of this Agreement;  

(b) all proper care and diligence; and 

(c) all Applicable Laws including health, safety and fire legislation, the 
Editors’ Code and the BBC Guidelines.  

3.1.8 in providing the Services, possess all necessary skill, ability, knowledge and 
experience and execute and complete the Services as a first class contributor 
conscientiously and in a professional manner at all times;  

3.1.9 not to use the LD Reporter for duties outside of the Job Description or which are 
not directly related to the Editorial Brief of the LDRS, such as general news 
reporting or covering other shifts of the Supplier’s newsroom; 

3.1.10 credit each LD Reporter by their name and with reference to LDRS in print, on air 
and online in the format “Name, Local Democracy Reporting Service”; 

3.1.11 publish a weekly advanced planning note, including the leave periods of each LD 
Reporter;  

3.1.12 ensure Deliverables will be submitted to the Content System promptly in a timely 
manner on the day of creation (and in any event no later than 12 hours later); 

3.1.13 where possible, coordinate each LD Reporter’s leave periods with local authority 
down time; 

3.1.14 endeavour to file approximately 40 stories per LD Reporter per month.  If the 
Supplier is filing less than 30 stories per LD Reporter per month, the BBC may 
request that a Supplier provide reasons for the lower than expected output of 
stories; 

3.1.15 complete and maintain, and ensure each LD Reporter completes and maintains, 
an up to date version of the declaration of personal interests form containing 
information as to commercial, financial, charitable, lobbying or personal interests 
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or activities (including those of closely connected persons and those interests 
where only benefits in kind are received); 

3.1.16 ensure an LD Reporter submits to a DBS check where the BBC considers it 
appropriate;  

3.1.17 familiarise itself (and ensure each LD Reporter familiarises itself) with the BBC 
Guidelines and that the Supplier and each LD Reporter fully complies with them 
during the Term and complete such editorial training as the BBC may from time to 
time require; and 

3.1.18 ensure that the Deliverables conform to the requirements and recommendations 
of the BBC Guidelines provided that if the BBC Guidelines conflict with Schedule 2 
then Schedule 2 shall prevail.  

3.2 When attending any BBC premises, the Supplier shall (and shall procure that the LD 
Reporter and the Supplier’s employees and servants shall) comply with the BBC’s on site 
policies and requirements including, without limitation, as to security, health and safety 
and use of equipment (computers, inter/intranet, email, telephones, etc). 

3.3 The BBC will allow the Supplier to determine at its discretion which of its personnel should 
be deployed to provide services under this Agreement and the BBC consents to the 
Supplier, at its discretion, substituting any individual for another. As a result of the 
foregoing, the Parties do not consider that the rules in Chapter 10 of Part 2 of the Income 
Tax (Earnings and Pensions) Act 2003 (“ITEPA 2003”) will apply to either of the parties to 
this agreement. 

3.4 The Supplier warrants that no individual will provide to the BBC any services under this 
contract in circumstances where the services of that individual have been made available 
to the Supplier pursuant to contractual arrangements involving an “intermediary” which 
falls within any of the descriptions of Conditions A, B or C of section 61N of ITEPA 2003.  In 
circumstances where the BBC has a liability to pay an amount of income tax by virtue of the 
operation of Chapter 10 of Part 2 of ITEPA in relation to one or more individuals who 
performs services for the BBC personally as part of the Supplier performing its obligations 
under this Agreement, the Supplier covenants to pay to the BBC (on demand in writing) an 
amount which, after any tax that the BBC will have to pay on such amount has been taken 
into account, will leave an amount which is equal to the income tax so payable together 
with any national insurance contributions arising by reference to the same amount.  

4 THE BBC’S OBLIGATIONS 

4.1 The BBC agrees to:  

4.1.1 provide initial training for each LD Reporter at a nominated BBC site; 

4.1.2 distribute the Deliverables to Publishers through the Content System; and 

4.1.3 convene a forum for suppliers and Publishers. 

5 FUNDING AND PAYMENT  

5.1 Subject to the full and complete performance and observance by the Supplier of its 
warranties and obligations under this Agreement, and in full and final consideration of the 
Deliverables the Supplier provides, the BBC shall pay the Supplier the Funding exclusive of 
Value Added Tax (VAT) quarterly in advance, provided that the BBC is in receipt of a fully 
executed copy of this Agreement, and appropriate valid VAT invoices.  
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5.2 The BBC shall pay the Supplier the relevant instalments of the Funding within 30 (thirty) 
days of receipt of an invoice in compliant BBC form pursuant to Clause 5.1.  

5.3 Save for the payment of the Funding by the BBC to the Supplier, all costs associated with 
the performance of the Supplier’s obligations under this Agreement shall be the Supplier’s 
sole responsibility.  Unless otherwise agreed in writing, the BBC shall have no liability or 
obligation to pay the Supplier any sums additional to or in excess of the Funding regardless 
of the nature of any expenditure or liability incurred by the Supplier. 

5.4 If the BBC fails to pay the Funding in accordance with Clause 5.2, the Supplier shall be 
entitled to charge the BBC interest from the date specified for payment of the Funding 
accruing each day at the rate of 4% per annum above the Bank of England base rate from 
time to time until payment of the Funding is made by the BBC in full, whether before or 
after judgment. 

6 GRANT OF RIGHTS  

6.1 All IPR in the Deliverables created by the Supplier or LD Reporter is to be owned by the BBC 
and shall vest in the BBC on creation by the Supplier or the LD Reporter. The Supplier 
hereby assigns absolutely and with full title guarantee all its present and future IPR in the 
Deliverables to the BBC. 

6.2 The Supplier shall procure from any relevant third party an assignment or licence and or 
any other permissions (including an irrevocable waiver of any moral rights) as may be 
required in order for the BBC or its licensees to use the Deliverables in any media for any 
purpose. 

6.3 Any use by the Supplier of the Deliverables shall be in accordance with the Content Terms. 

7 THE SUPPLIER’S WARRANTIES AND INDEMNITY  

7.1 The Supplier represents, warrants and undertakes that: 

7.1.1 all information provided by the Supplier as part of the application process to be 
an LDRS supplier is true and complete and shall remain true and complete for the 
Term; 

7.1.2 the Supplier has the right, power and authority to enter into and fully perform 
this Agreement including the power and authority to grant the rights assigned to 
the BBC under this Agreement free from all encumbrances and/or restrictions of 
whatever nature;  

7.1.3 the Services and Deliverables (and their use by the BBC and its licensees) do not 
and will not:  

(a) infringe the IPR of any third party;  

(b) be defamatory of any third party; nor 

(c) infringe the rights of privacy or confidentiality (or similar rights) of any 
third party; 

7.1.4 notwithstanding any other term of this Agreement, this is a contract for services 
not a contract of service and the BBC has no right of supervision, direction or 
control over work for the Services and each LD Reporter;  
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7.1.5 the Supplier and each LD Reporter: 

(a) possess all necessary skill, ability, knowledge and experience to execute 
and complete the Services as a first class contributor conscientiously 
and in a professional manner at all times; and 

(b) use all proper care and diligence in providing the Services; and 

7.1.6 the Supplier shall comply with, maintain and enforce, and procure that the 
Supplier’s subcontractors comply with, maintain and enforce the Bribery Act 2010 
and the BBC’s Anti-Bribery Code of Conduct and Policy (which are available at 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/commissioning/tv/compliance-and-policy/bbc-
policies.shtml).  The Supplier shall do nothing in breach of the Bribery Act 
2010, or to place the BBC in breach of that Act. 

7.2 Subject to Clause 8.5, the Supplier shall indemnify, keep indemnified and hold harmless the 
BBC against all actions, claims, proceedings, costs (including legal costs and expenses 
properly incurred), damages, charges, losses, expenses, demands or liabilities brought 
against, suffered or incurred by the BBC as a result of: 

7.2.1 any breach or non-observance by the Supplier or a LD Reporter of any of the 
Supplier’s warranties in clause 7.1; 

7.2.2 any liability to the LD Reporter as a result of the LD Reporter’s employment 
relationship; 

7.2.3 the Supplier’s or LD Reporter’s negligence or wilful default or any fraudulent act 
or omission of the Supplier, a LD Reporter and/or the Supplier’s Sub-contractors;  

7.2.4 corruption, loss and/or theft of any personal data or third party data or for any 
damage to any BBC or third party system which is caused by an act or omission of 
the Supplier or LD Reporter during the provision of the Services; or 

7.2.5 any claims against the BBC from third parties made as a result of the Supplier’s or 
a LD Reporter’s acts or omissions (including any claims arising from or incurred by 
reason of any infringement or alleged infringement of IPR) whatsoever arising 
from the use or possession of the Services or Deliverables by the BBC under this 
Agreement. 

7.3 The BBC: 

7.3.1 shall notify the Supplier as soon as reasonably practicable of any claim, action or 
proceeding for which it wishes to seek indemnity ("Claim(s)”); 

7.3.2 shall authorise the Supplier to make all decisions and take all actions in respect of 
such Claim(s), including the decision whether to defend the Claim, admit 
liability or otherwise attempt to settle or compromise the Claim, except that no 
settlement shall bind the BBC without the BBC's prior written consent nor if it 
includes terms which restrict BBC's use of the Deliverables and the BBC’s decision, 
at its sole discretion, not to so authorise the Supplier shall not prejudice the BBC’s 
entitlement to indemnification; 

7.3.3 provide the Supplier with all reasonable assistance, at the Supplier’s expense, for 
the purpose set out in Clauses 7.3.1 and 7.3.2 above; 

7.4 All costs of negotiations and litigation in relation to such Claim(s) shall be at the Supplier’s 
cost. 

7.5 Where the BBC authorises the Supplier to have conduct of a Claim as set out in Clause 7.3, 
the BBC may join in the defence with counsel of its choice at its own expense. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/commissioning/tv/compliance-and-policy/bbc-policies.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/commissioning/tv/compliance-and-policy/bbc-policies.shtml
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8 LIABILITY AND INSURANCE 

8.1 The Supplier shall arrange and maintain with a reputable insurer adequate Public Liability 
Insurance and Professional Indemnity Insurance (including but not limited to coverage for 
infringement of intellectual property rights and defamation), each of which shall have a 
limit of liability of no less than £2,000,000 (two million pounds sterling) per occurrence and 
with scope and period of cover appropriate to the Services and the Supplier’s potential 
liabilities arising out of this Agreement. For the avoidance of doubt, such minimum 
insurance level shall not be a limit of liability under this Agreement and where cover is 
purchased on a ‘claims made’ basis, such cover shall be maintained for a period of at least 
1 (one) year following expiry of the Term.   

8.2 The Supplier shall produce to the BBC on demand evidence of the insurance policies 
maintained in accordance with the terms of this Agreement, and receipts for premiums 
required to be paid in relation to such policies. 

8.3 Neither Party shall be liable to the other for any consequential or indirect losses, including 
any loss of profits, revenues, business, and/or anticipated savings, whether or not in the 
contemplation of the Parties at the time of entering into this Agreement unless expressly 
set out in this Agreement. 

8.4 Neither Party limits its liability for death or personal injury caused by that Party’s 
negligence or wilful default or for fraud. 

8.5 Other than under Clause 8.5, neither Party’s liability to the other Party under this 
Agreement (including any indemnity) shall exceed an amount equal to £1,000,000 (one 
million pounds sterling) in the aggregate for each consecutive 24 (twenty four) month 
period during the Term, beginning on the Effective Date. 

9 TERMINATION 

9.1 Notwithstanding anything else contained in this Agreement, this Agreement may in whole 
or in part be terminated: 

9.1.1 immediately, by either Party, if the other Party commits a serious breach of this 
Agreement which is irremediable or which the other Party does not remedy 
within five (5) Working Days of notice of such breach; 

9.1.2 without limiting Clause 9.1.1, by the BBC, on three months’ notice, if the Supplier 
is persistently failing to deliver the volume of discrete stories required under 
Clause 3.1.14 above, and the Supplier has not provided sufficient justification for 
this shortfall; 

9.1.3 by the BBC, on three months’ notice, if a change of control of the Supplier or of 
any part of its business (including by way of merger with another business) or 
parent (or ultimate parent) undertaking occurs in circumstances when the change 
of control gives rise to a fundamental concern for the BBC or means that the 
Supplier is no longer eligible to participate in the LDRS. For these purposes 
“control” means the ability to direct the affairs of the Supplier or releavent 
undertaking whether by virtue of contract, ownership of shares or otherwise and 
“fundamental concern” means the BBC’s reasonably held concern or belief that 
any person taking control: 

(a) has been involved in, or is subject to prosecution (or has been 
prosecuted) in respect of fraudulent activity, is insolvent or otherwise 
unable to pay its debts; 
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(b) is materially involved in or associated with any immoral activity or 
business or any activity which could bring the BBC into disrepute; or 

(c) has central objectives associated with the dissemination or 
communication of a particular political viewpoint or policies associated 
with a particular party or group of parties or with the dissemination or 
communication of a particular religion or religious viewpoint or 
philosophy; 

9.1.4 immediately, by the BBC, if the Supplier or the Supplier’s subcontractors commit 
a breach of the Bribery Act 2010; or 

9.1.5 immediately, by either Party, if the other Party is unable to pay its debts when 
they fall due, or the other Party is are otherwise deemed to be insolvent. 

9.2 The Parties acknowledge that some of the parts and provisions of this Agreement are 
intended to survive the expiry or early termination of this Agreement including but not 
limited to Grant of Rights (Clause 6), Confidentiality and FOIA Disclosure (Clause 10), 
Warranties and Indemnity (Clause 7), Liability and Insurance (Clause 8) and No Unapproved 
Announcements (Clause 14). 

9.3 In an event of termination under Clause 9.1 above the BBC shall pay the Supplier a pro-
rated Fee for all the work performed up to the date of termination in accordance with the 
progress of the Deliverables provided to the BBC at such date. 

10 CONFIDENTIALITY AND FOIA DISCLOSURE  

10.1 Neither the Supplier nor the BBC shall use or make available to any third party any 
Confidential Information of the other Party except where such Confidential Information: 

10.1.1 is in, or later comes into, the public domain otherwise than through an act or 
omission of the receiving Party;  

10.1.2 is required to be disclosed by Applicable Laws (including FOIA), order of court, or 
the requirements of any competent regulatory authority;  

10.1.3 is disclosed with the prior written consent of the other Party;  

10.1.4 is disclosed to its employees, professional advisors, agents and subcontractors 
solely on a need-to-know basis (in such an event the disclosing Party procures 
that the person to whom such disclosure is made complies with the obligations 
under this Clause under equivalent terms of confidentiality); or 

10.1.5 is developed  independently. 

10.2 “Confidential Information” means information:  

10.2.1 which is confidential (whether or not it is marked “confidential”); or  

10.2.2 that the Supplier wishes to have considered by the BBC as potentially exempt 
from disclosure under FOIA by notice in writing to the BBC (if FOIA is applicable).  

10.3 The Supplier recognises that if FOIA is applicable to this Agreement or any information 
relating to this Agreement, the BBC may be required to release information whether it is 
held by the BBC or by the Supplier or another person on behalf of the BBC. If the BBC 
receives a request for information pursuant to its obligations under FOIA and requires 
assistance in obtaining such information, the Supplier (or the Supplier’s agents or Sub-
contractors) shall at the Supplier’s own cost ensure (and procure that the Supplier’s agents 
and Sub-contractors so ensure) that the BBC’s request for assistance is responded to 
promptly within 5 (five) Working Days of receipt.   
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10.4 The BBC shall be responsible for responding to any requests for information pursuant to its 
obligations under FOIA and for determining at its absolute discretion whether any 
information is: 

10.4.1 exempt from disclosure in accordance with FOIA; or 

10.4.2 to be disclosed in response to a request for information pursuant to FOIA and in 
no event shall the Supplier respond directly to the requestor unless expressly 
authorised to do so by the BBC. 

10.5 The Supplier acknowledges that the BBC may be obliged under FOIA to disclose 
information following consultation with the Supplier and having taken the Supplier’s views 
into account. 

11 DATA PROTECTION 

11.1 The Parties will at all times process and exchange any Personal Data contained in the 
Deliverables for the purposes of journalism, art or literature only in accordance with 
applicable laws and regulations governing the processing of such Personal Data.  The 
Parties acknowledge that once in force the General Data Protection Regulation of the EU 
will apply to the processing of Personal Data under this Agreement. 

11.2 Each Party agrees that it is the data controller of any Personal Data when it is originally 
collected and in relation to such Party’s own use of the Personal Data, but once it is 
transferred to the other Party under the terms of this licence, such other Party will act as a 
separate data controller of the Personal Data, and will process it and ensure that any sub-
licensees process it, only for the purposes of journalism, art or literature.   

11.3 Each Party warrants that in its processing of any Personal Data, it will comply with all 
applicable regulatory code or guidelines to which it is subject. 

11.4 The Parties shall use reasonable efforts to assist one another in relation to the 
investigation and remedy of any claim, allegation, action, suit, proceeding or litigation with 
respect to alleged unauthorised access, use, processing or disclosure of Personal Data. 

11.5 Each Party will maintain, and will require all third party data processors each such party 
engages to maintain, appropriate physical, technical and organizational measures to 
protect Personal Data against accidental, unauthorized or unlawful destruction, loss, 
alteration, disclosure or access. 

11.6 The BBC and its Sub-contractors shall only use the Deliverables for the purposes of 
journalism.  

12 FORCE MAJEURE 

12.1 Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement issued pursuant to this Agreement, 
"Force Majeure Event" will mean any event preventing either Party from performing any 
or all of its obligations which arise from or is attributable to acts, events, omissions or 
accidents beyond the reasonable control of the Party so prevented including, to the extent 
that these are beyond such control, nuclear accident or acts of God, war or terrorist 
activity, riot, civil commotion, fire, flood or storm except that: 

12.1.1 neither lack of funds nor a default or misconduct by any third party employed or 
engaged as a LD Reporter, an agent, Sub-contractor or independent contractor by 
the Party claiming force majeure will be a cause beyond the reasonable control of 
that Party unless caused by events or circumstances which are themselves Force 
Majeure Events;  
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12.1.2 mere shortage of labour, materials, equipment or supplies will not constitute a 
Force Majeure Event unless caused by events or circumstances which are 
themselves Force Majeure Events; and 

12.1.3 strikes, lock-outs or other industrial disputes involving the work force of the Party 
so prevented or of any of its Sub-contractors or suppliers will not constitute a 
Force Majeure Event. 

12.2 If either Party is prevented from performance of any of its obligations under this 
Agreement by a Force Majeure Event, that Party (the "Claiming Party") will as soon as 
reasonably possible and in any event within one (1) Working Day after commencement of 
the Force Majeure Event serve notice in writing on the other party specifying the nature 
and extent of the circumstances of the Force Majeure Event, and will, subject to service of 
such notice, have no liability in respect of any delay in performance or any non-
performance of any such obligation (and the time for performance will be extended 
accordingly) to the extent that the delay or non-performance is due to a Force Majeure 
Event provided that:  

12.2.1 the Claiming Party could not have avoided the effect of the Force Majeure Event 
by taking precautions which, having regard to all matters known to it before the 
occurrence of the Force Majeure Event and all relevant factors, it ought 
reasonably to have taken but did not take; and  

12.2.2 the Claiming Party has taken all steps as are necessary to mitigate the effect of 
the Force Majeure Event and to carry out its obligations under this  Agreement in 
any other way that is reasonably practicable. 

13 AUDIT AND MONITORING 

13.1 The BBC shall be entitled to appoint members of its staff or an independent third party or 
independent third parties to monitor any of the Services (including the administrative 
processes and operation) provided by the Supplier and the Supplier agrees to co-operate 
and liaise with such individual(s) as is necessary to enable the effective monitoring of such 
Services. 

14 NO UNAPPROVED ANNOUNCEMENTS 

14.1 Other than in line with each party’s normal editorial content and processes, no public 
announcement, communication, or circular concerning this Agreement or any actions 
taken pursuant to this Agreement shall be made or despatched by the either Party without 
the prior written consent of the nominated representative of the other. 

14.2 The Supplier shall not, without the prior consent of the BBC, use the BBC’s name or logo in 
a newspaper masthead (in print or online), in any advertising for the Supplier or its content 
or in any other way that suggests endorsement or sponsorship of the Supplier or its 
content by the BBC. 

15 NON-EXCLUSIVITY & NO OBLIGATION TO USE 

15.1 Nothing in this Agreement shall prevent either Party from engaging in similar agreements 
with third parties before, during, or after the termination of this Agreement. 

15.2 For the avoidance of doubt, it is hereby acknowledged and agreed that the BBC shall be 
entitled but not obliged to exercise the rights granted to it hereunder and the BBC itself has 
no obligation to any individual Supplier to use all or part of the Deliverables or the Services.  
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16 RELATIONSHIP OF THE PARTIES 

16.1 Nothing in this Agreement shall be deemed to constitute a partnership or joint venture or 
agency or contract of employment between the Parties. 

16.2 Each Party shall act in good faith towards the other in connection with this Agreement. 

17 NO ASSIGNMENT  

17.1 Subject to Clause 17.3, this Agreement is personal to and for the benefit of the Parties and 
neither Party shall assign, transfer, sub-license, sub-contract, mortgage, charge or 
otherwise deal with the rights granted under this Agreement or any of their respective  
obligations under this Agreement save as expressly set out in this Agreement without the 
prior written consent of the other Party.   

17.2 Any consent given to a Party shall not relieve that Party  from any of its obligations under 
this Agreement.  Each Party shall remain liable to the other for the performance of its   
obligations. 

17.3 The BBC shall be entitled to assign or license the whole or any part of its rights under this 
Agreement to any BBC subsidiary or associated company and in such event all of the 
representations, warranties and undertakings on the Supplier’s part contained in this 
Agreement shall inure for the benefit of any BBC subsidiary and if such subsidiary 
undertakes direct with the Supplier to comply with the obligations of the BBC to the 
Supplier (but not otherwise) then with effect from the date of such undertaking the BBC 
shall have no further liability to the Supplier. 

18 NOTICES 

18.1 All notices which are required or permitted to be given pursuant to this Agreement shall be 
in writing and shall be given by delivering the same by hand, depositing with an overnight 
courier, sending the same by registered or certified pre-paid post or by email to the 
following addresses (or to such other contact or address as a Party may notify from time to 
time in compliance with the requirements of this clause 18): 

 

 The Supplier:  The Supplier’s Contact (as defined above) 

 

 BBC:  [Matthew Barraclough] 

 

 with a courtesy copy to:      [Head of Legal, BBC News] 

  

Any such notice shall be deemed to have been delivered as of the date it is received by the 
addressee, and in the case of email when it has been received as evidenced by receipt by 
the sender of read receipt, and in the case of registered or certified post 2 (two) Working 
Days after posting. 

19 GENERAL 

19.1 With the exception of any fraudulent misrepresentations made by either Party to the 
other, this Agreement and any document mentioned in it is the complete agreement 
between the Supplier and the BBC with respect to the Services and Deliverables. 
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19.2 Any conflict between this Agreement and any other document shall be resolved in favour 
of this Agreement.   

19.3 If the Supplier or the BBC waive(s) a breach or default by the other, such waiver shall not 
constitute the waiver of any subsequent breach or default. 

19.4 If any provision of this Agreement is held invalid by a court, such provision shall be omitted, 
but the remainder of this Agreement shall continue to be binding upon the Supplier and 
the BBC.  

19.5 A variation of this Agreement is valid only if it is in writing and signed by each Party. 

19.6 Each Party shall, and shall procure that its respective agents, employees and Sub-
contractors (and in the case of the Supplier, the LD Reporter(s) it employs) shall, do all 
things reasonably necessary, including obtaining any necessary licences, permissions 
and/or certificates and/or executing any additional documents and/or instruments, to give 
full effect to the provisions of this Agreement. 

19.7 This Agreement does not create or infer any rights under the Contracts (Rights of Third 
Parties) Act 1999 enforceable by any person who is not a Party to this Agreement. 

19.8 This Agreement may be executed (and delivered or transmitted by electronic means)  in 
any number of counterparts and by the Parties to it on separate counterparts, each of 
which will be an original, but all of which together will constitute one and the same 
instrument.  The Agreement is not effective until each Party has executed at least one 
counterpart. 
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19.9 This Agreement shall be governed by and in accordance with the laws of England and 
Wales and each Party submits to the exclusive jurisdiction of the English courts.  

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF this Agreement is entered into the day and the year above written. 

 

For and on behalf of the British Broadcasting Corporation 

 

By:.................................................................... 

 

Signature:.......................................................... 

 

Title:.................................................................. 

 

For and on behalf of [LDRS Supplier] 

 

By:..................................................................... 

 

Signature:.......................................................... 

 

Title:.................................................................. 
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SCHEDULE 1 

JOB DESCRIPTION 

 

Local Democracy Reporter Job Description 

Job Title: Local Democracy Reporter 

Reports to: Local editor  

Role: Ensuring local readers/viewers/listeners are kept informed and engaged with local democratic 
issues  

Responsible for: Providing reliable, accurate and timely coverage of local democracy issues within a 
specific area  

 

PURPOSE OF THE ROLE  

 To ensure that matters, decisions and issues relating to the public authorities covered in the 

LDRS Editorial Brief are covered in a timely, impartial and audience-friendly way  

 To generate multimedia content which engages the public and which meets standards set by 

the partnership in terms of quality, consistency and legal accuracy  

 Be a public ambassador for the project, and become a trusted source of news and 

information about the public authorities covered.  

 

KEY RESPONSIBILITIES  

 Deliver strong content in a multimedia way on a daily basis, focusing primarily on text but 

also providing images, audio and video as and when required.  

 Write content in a way which engages and drives audience including through SEO and social 

media awareness  

 Ensure all content is politically neutral and provides a fair reflection of views  

 Ensure agendas for councils and public bodies are scrutinised, identifying issues and stories 

which need to be brought to the public’s attention.  

 Working with your content editor, identify which meetings need to be covered and reported  

 Build strong contacts for story-gathering within local communities  

 Be active on social media, in line with partnership policies, to build audiences and 

communities  

 Ensure all content produced has suitable metadata attached  

 Deliver live coverage as and when required  

 Provide two-way interviews for broadcast media as and when required  

 Provide monthly report on key issues and themes from public authorities for stakeholder 

media organisations  

 

SCOPE  

All aspects of content gathering and multimedia production for all publishing channels within policy, 
strategy, guidelines and targets set by the partnership.  
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SKILLS/EXPERIENCE  

 Good writing skills, up-to-date legal knowledge, shorthand proficiency (eg 100 wpm) 

 NCE or similar qualification required  

 A minimum of 2 years’ experience as a reporter in a daily news environment and/or working 

to daily news deadlines 

 Excellent communicator on social media  

 Excellent at working under pressure and identifying priorities 

 Self-starter  

 Be familiar with digital tools and techniques across a range of mobile devices  

 Strong understanding of working and processes within local government  

 Demonstrable experience of delivering great ideas for content  

 Strong contact-building skills  

 Proficiency taking images, shooting video and gathering audio  

 

This job description summarises the main aspect of the job, but it does not cover all the duties that 
the jobholder may be required to perform. Therefore, the job description is a minimum standard. It 
is not a statement of all that the job does or may entail. It is not intended to restrict the scope of the 
job but clearly to define its starting point.  
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SCHEDULE 2 

DELIVERABLES 

 

Editorial Brief for Local Democracy Reporting Service 

(to be read in conjunction with the LDR Job Description) 

 

 The core purpose of the LDRS is to provide impartial coverage of the regular business and 

workings of local authorities in the UK, and other relevant democratic institutions such as 

mayoralties, combined authority areas, P&CCs, quangos, etc.  

 Their brief is to report on the decision-making process: what decisions are made in the 

public’s name and how they are arrived at, what evidence is presented to the council, etc. 

 In two-tier council areas the LDRs should cover district council affairs sufficiently to ensure 

that significant decisions (eg planning) are reported 

 LDRs may provide other stories which are focused on local democracy and which are in the 

public interest so long as that does not detract from the core purpose of the service 

 All their work must be available to all qualifying partners 

 National politics is out of scope (including MPs, MEPs, AMs, MSPs etc), as is anything below 

district council level (ie parishes) 
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SCHEDULE 3 

REQUIRED TERMS FOR LD REPORTER’S CONTRACT OF EMPLOYMENT 

 

1. The LD Reporter’s contract must include: 

a. Full time equivalent, may be job shared by up two people or conducted by up to two 

part time employees 

b. it is acknowledged that to preserve the value of this engagement to the Local 

Democracy Reporting Service You should not without appropriate consultation with 

the Local Democracy Reporting Service provide the same or similar Services or 

Contributions to another news organisation where the products of those services or 

contributions (i) would be available to audiences in the UK or Republic of Ireland 

and/or (ii) would conflict with the BBC Standards; and 

c. IP Clause: 

RIGHTS AND ASSIGNMENT:  

(a) You hereby assign to [Supplier] with full title guarantee the complete 

copyright, performers’ rights and all other rights (including any rental 

and lending rights), where they arise, in respect of any work originated, 

conceived, written or made by you in the course of your employment 

(whether or not in the course of your duties) for all purposes (including 

use in all media now or hereafter known) throughout the Universe for 

the full period of copyright and any extensions, revivals or renewals 

thereof. 

(b) You acknowledge that [Supplier] and any future assignees of the work, 

including the BBC, have the unlimited right to edit copy alter add to take 

from adapt or translate any work covered by (a) above, and You waive 

irrevocably any “moral rights” You may have under the laws of any 

jurisdiction.  

d. statement that BBC has no employment relationship: 

The BBC has no right of supervision, direction or control over the LD Reporter.  

There is no employment relationship intended to arise between You and the BBC.   

The BBC is not liable for any statutory employment payments such as (without 

limitation) redundancy pay, holiday pay, sick pay or maternity/paternity/adoption 

pay howsoever arising.   

e. Job Description as included in Schedule 1 

f. Comply with Editorial Guidelines and Editor’s code  

 

 


