
 

 

Submission to the BBC public interest test  

on the proposed new BBC television channel for Scotland – July 2017. 

  

The Writers’ Guild of Great Britain (WGGB) is a specialised trade union representing 

professional writers working in television, film, radio, theatre, books and videogames. 

  

Scotland has a rich history of storytelling but many of our Scottish based writers report that 

it is difficult to forge and sustain a career in Scotland due to the lack of professional writing 

opportunities and must travel South of the border to get commissioned.  So, we welcome 

the introduction of a new television channel which aims to develop new formats, 

programmes and develop new talent (aka writers). 

  

What we are concerned about is whether the stated aims on content are achievable within 
the £30 million budget, whether the budget restrictions will result in low budget 

programming that only appeal to a small audience and that a golden opportunity to enhance 

the broadcasting industry in Scotland will be lost due to underfunding. 

  

The devil is in the detail. There is not a detailed breakdown of how the budget will be spent 

or the percentages allocated to news compared with drama, consequently our submission 

poses questions that need to be addressed by the BBC. 

 

1. The BBC’s Annual Report 2016/17 states that Scotland currently only retains 72% of 

licence fee income generated, leaving £88.7 million that is not retained by Scotland. 

With the proposed increased investment of £30 million, this still leaves Scotland 

being disproportionately underfunded compared with Wales and Northern Ireland 

who currently retain 99% and 97% of the licence fee respectively.  

 

2. In 2009 the Scottish Broadcasting Commission estimated that it would cost £75 

million to run a similar TV channel. In 2011 the Scottish Digital Network Panel 

agreed with this £75 million estimate to run Scottish Digital Network from 6pm to 

midnight. £30 million is less than half this figure and less than half the current surplus 

from licence fee income generated in Scotland. The BBC has a reputation for 

producing quality programming including renowned dramas. We are concerned that 

the new channel will not be able to deliver this with such a small budget and believe 

that it should be increased in line with the other devolved nations budgets. 

 

3. In respect to the stated aims to produce 60% new programming with a mix of 

programmes including drama, comedy etc. What percentage of the content budget 

has been allocated to scripted drama and comedy and how many broadcast hours 

does this equate to annually?   

  



4. From a writer’s perspective, we would like more opportunities North of the border 

to write original drama and comedy that not only appeals to the Scottish audience 

but also to a wider audience.  Doctor Who is produced in Wales but has an 

international audience. Continuing drama series Doctors is produced in England, and 

is shown nationally as is Irish soap Red Rock, yet River City is produced in Scotland 

and only shown in Scotland.  Why is this?  There needs to be a firm commitment by 

the BBC that drama commissioned in Scotland is broadcast nationally and actively 

promoted within the UK and internationally. Surely the world-wide diaspora of Scots 

eager to watch stories made in Scotland by Scots is an attractive target audience for 

BBC Worldwide? 

 

5. The stated aim to broadcast a mix of programmes “made in Scotland or acquired 

with Scottish audiences in mind”. In the absence of stated targets, we hope that at 

least 50% of the new programmes will be made in Scotland. And that there is an 

equally high commitment to recruit Scottish writers, crew and performers, so that 
the new channel will have a direct financial benefit to the Scottish broadcasting 

workforce and the local economy. 

 

6. The aim of developing new talent,. Although entry schemes are useful for emerging 

writers, many professional writers complain that it is difficult to move between 

sectors e.g. CDS, children’s etc. It is important that any talent development plan 

includes existing professional writers so that Scottish talent can flourish in Scotland. 

  

The BBC is more than a public service broadcaster, it is a world class producer of high 

quality drama, comedy and children’s television and radio drama and comedy. The 

introduction of the new television channel, albeit with what looks to be a meagre budget, is 

welcome and a positive move in the right direction for Scottish broadcasting. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


