
 
BBC Scotland Channel: 
Response to consultation. 
 
Introduction 
 
TVI Vision is an independent production company based in Scotland. It 
specialises in factual documentary production, with programmes made for BBC 
Scotland and also used by BBC Four. The company also specialises in audio, 
video and written content for the Web. 
 
The order of response is based on the questions set out in the briefing document. 
 

1. The extent to which the proposal contributes to the BBC’s mission to 

serve all audiences through the provision of high quality and 

distinctive output and services which informs, educates and entertains. 

 
Scotland’s representation across all BBC radio and TV channels, including BBC 
Scotland channels, has been under intense public scrutiny in recent years. There 
is a widely-held view that the BBC spends significantly less than it earns in 
licence income in Scotland. As a result the BBC has also come under considerable 
political pressure to improve the Scottish offering, both at Westminster and the 
Scottish Parliament. 
 
In that context the proposed new channel is most welcome. Taken in the round, 
with changes to BBC Scotland’s management structure, there should be 
significant opportunities for the BBC to “punch above its weight” by bringing 
radio, TV and online commissioning and scheduling under singular control.  
 

2. The benefit to consumers who use the service, as well as the wider 

social, democratic and cultural impacts. 

 
Scottish viewers continue to tell audience research that they want more 
programmes that reflect their lives in Scotland. Existing programming, such as 
Factual, Comedy and Sport does receive high praise, and many “opt out” 
programmes enjoy bigger audiences than the network share.  
 
The new service offers the chance to amalgamate a lot of existing material, 
including archive, and to extend coverage of the arts, drama and other 
programming. 
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3. The impact on competition in those markets affected by the 

proposal (including positive impacts) 

In principle, a new channel provides more opportunities and the independent 
sector will welcome these. However, care will have to be taken to prevent one or 
two larger programme makers from dominating the market, using their position 
to exploit volume opportunities, for example. This should also apply to 
production companies owned by other broadcasters. 
 
It should be noted that STV has picked up all of the “Local TV” franchises to 
market them as “STV2”. The same company may well see BBC Scotland as a 
potential customer. This would reduce competition in the local market, as Ofcom 
will be aware. 
 

4. Whether there are changes to the proposal which in our view might 

enhance public value or minimise adverse impact on competition. 

 
The main issues arising from the BBC’s announcement for the channel are: 

1. The channel budget, already low, also includes the provision of a “news 
hour” involving the recruitment of 80 additional BBC journalists with 
estimated running costs in excess of £8m. This sum therefore subtracts 
from the stated £30m annual budget, which is already low for a channel 
which is intended to broadcast for five hours a night. 

2. The decision to launch in SD seems inappropriate, especially since 
specially commissioned programming will be available on BBC iPlayer in 
HD. 

Firstly, the cash available for a five hour nightly service looks extremely low. 
While the BBC – rightly – is speaking of taking a creative approach involving co-
productions, acquisitions etc., a gap will exist. Viewers expect to see high quality 
TV and commissioners will find that challenging.  
 
We hope that Ofcom will give every encouragement to third parties to look at co-
funding productions, especially in key areas such as the arts and factual 
documentaries. Such bodies might include Creative Scotland and the British Film 
Council, for example. 
 
But really such funding can only be complementary to core funding, and the 
remaining gap between Scottish income and expenditure must be bridged, if not 
at the channel’s launch then to a set timescale if necessary. 
 
General response 
 
The proposed BBC Scotland channel is a welcome response to the need for the 
BBC to reflect more adequately modern Scottish life, across a range of genres 
particularly in the areas of factual, documentaries, arts, history and social history 
and communities. 
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The practicalities of the new channel mean that the BBC will most likely embrace 
a broader range of approach to commissioning, including co-production, co-
funding and other forms of partnership, This is welcome as it encourages a 
diversity of supply as well as a degree of entrepreneurialism and should result in 
new forms of programming. 
 
However, the primary concern is financial. The stated budget of £30m implies a 
significant cut to current programme costs per hour. This figures becomes lower 
still when the cost of the “news hour” and plans for 80 new BBC news staff are 
subtracted from the figures available for other programming. 
 
Even with this new channel BBC spending in Scotland remains lower, 
proportionately, than the figures for Wales and Northern Ireland, where sums 
equivalent to virtually all of the licence income raised are spent within those 
nations. An early analysis of the BBC Annual Report, published this month, 
suggests that the BBC raises £321.7m in Scotland, but spends £233m here, just 
72 per cent. 
 
Steps be taken to encourage Scottish owned and based independent producers to 
make programmes for the new channel, rather than bulk deals being agreed with 
large London based producers, or producers owned by other broadcasters. 
 
The budget for the 9pm “news hour” should be separated out from the overall 
BBC Channel budget, so that there is transparency over what is actually available 
for programming. At this stage News and Current Affairs programming is not 
available to external producers as a market opportunity, and therefore its total 
cost should be made known.  
 
Minimum tariff guidelines for programme genres should be established, 
wherever possible. 
 
 
 
TVI Vision Limited 
107 Bell Street 
Glasgow G4 0TQ 
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