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Leading Ideas for Better Lives: SEFARI Gateway report on consultation for a new BBC TV 
channel for Scotland  
 
Closing date Tuesday 25 July 2017 
 
Comments on Consultation on a new BBC Scotland channel  
 

1. This consultation response is from SEFARI Gateway, which is the knowledge exchange 
centre for SEfARI, a collective of research institutes across Scotland.  SEFARI stands for 
Scottish Environment, Food and Agriculture Research Institutes1.  

 
2. Our contribution has been generated to respond to the questions posed in your 

consultation document (Public interest test on the proposed new BBC television 
channel for Scotland, 14 June 2017), and we have also drawn from material on the BBC 
website, and from attendance at the BBC Consultation on Monday 26 June 2017, 
Gordon Highlanders Museum, Aberdeen.  

 
3. In considering the consultation, there are some general questions on which it would be 

useful to have some more detail. These include: 
  

i. What will be the balance between content which reports on Scotland, and 
content with a UK focus/perspective? 

ii. How is ‘the Scottish audience’ defined, as opposed to a UK audience? 
iii. Will audiences also be defined on socio-economic grounds, as well as 

geography? 
iv. Do you want to reach beyond a Scottish audience? 
v. Will programmes be sectorially focussed - that is, will you be planning content to 

deliver across particular themes? 
 
There are further questions as to how the new channel will link to other, and existing, delivery 
platforms. Questions on this include: 
 

vi. Will development of the new channel be linked to increased Scottish content for 
the iPlayer?  

vii. How will this new channel link with BBC ALBA’s Scottish channel? Will it be in 
English or Gaelic, or a mixture? 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
1
 SEFARI is a collective of the James Hutton, Moredun and Rowett Institutes, Biomathematics and Statistics 

Scotland, Scotland’s Rural College, and the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh. SEFARI delivers the Scottish 

Government’s Strategic Research Programme (SRP) 2016-2021 on environment, food and agriculture. 

 

 

 



Response to Consultation a new BBC TV channel for Scotland                                         SEFARI Gateway  2 

Other Comments: 
 
Potential benefits of and challenges from delivery:  
 

4. At its core the proposed channel should create more opportunities to represent issues 
of direct relevance for Scottish citizens. The new channel offers space, and a platform, 
to lift the bonnet on work which takes place on the doorstep of, and for the benefit of, 
Scotland’s citizens – and is often paid for by them. 
 

5. The channel must be of a high global standard to ensure it is not parochial in its content 
i.e. a national channel with a global reach and reputation. Scotland’s regions should 
benefit both from programmes and from the production of programmes. SEFARI has a 
footprint across Scotland, and we can draw on work being carried out from Galloway to 
the northern Isles – and many places in-between. We can offer a range of visual 
experiences, from the tops of mountains to the detail of individual cells, and could help 
make interesting programming with our variety of locations in urban and rural settings.  

 
Options for focus or inclusion:  
 

6. Innovative material should be generated from the start of the new channel to grab the 
attention of potential repeat viewers. With its focus on food, land and people, and the 
environment, SEFARI Gateway can help with this, and can be an excellent resource to 
assist in programme ideas, formats and making for a range of broadcast areas. 
Examples of our work include cutting edge and relevant science across a wide variety of 
topical areas.  
 

7. Examples include carbon sequestration from restored peat, vaccine development, the 
fight against obesity and diabetes, nutritional choices, the intricacies of barley breeding 
for different purposes (including whisky), the impact and reduction of flooding, dealing 
with animal and plant diseases, and increasing biodiversity across our country. Much of 
this research can have applicability beyond Scotland, and our work often has an 
international dimension – whether that is in the techniques used, collaborations made, 
or where the research might be of use.  
 

8. Specifically, the SEFARI Gateway can assist in a number of other ways, including: 
 

 Providing quick and informed access to a wide range of experts, in areas such as 
food and human health, soils, water, biodiversity, the natural world, land use, 
livestock and crop production and health, and community resilience; 

 Production of short films to showcase the exciting outputs from our research, 
and its relevance across three of our current priority areas - Climate change, 
Food and Drink and International Opportunities – our research can provide a 
platform for focus or other pieces in these areas, but we are not restricted to 
these. 
 

9. This proposed channel will provide an exciting opportunity to collaborate on novel 
media ventures. SEFARI Gateway could provide access to a wide range of resource 



Response to Consultation a new BBC TV channel for Scotland                                         SEFARI Gateway  3 

material and we can help with the storytelling aspects of this research – research by 
itself is of little interest – the exciting part comes when its relevance, or direct use and 
impact for the Scottish, or global, citizen is demonstrated. 
 

10. In conclusion, we hope to be able to contribute to making the new channel a success.  
 

 
 
Graeme Cook 
Director 
SEFARI Gateway 
25 July 2017 


