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1 The SPFL Limited is a private company limited by shares with an issued share capital of 42 

shares, one allotted to each of the 42 shareholders. 41 of those shareholders in turn each 

own and operate one of the 41 leading senior professional football Clubs in Scotland. The 

further 1 shareholder owns and operates the 1 senior amateur Club in a senior league in the 

UK. SPFL Limited shareholders are themselves constituted under a variety of legal structures 

with a wide range of different levels of organisational and financial complexity. This extends 

from complex listed businesses with international interests and a wide range of shareholders 

and stakeholders attracting more than 60,000 supporters at Home matches through to 

unincorporated associations and small private companies with limited memberships operating 

on a community basis and with regular attendances at Home matches of less than 1000. The 

42 shareholders are the Members of the SPFL Limited. 

2 The SPFL Limited owns and operates a number of professional football competitions; chief 

amongst which is the SPFL. The SPFL is the senior professional football league in Scotland 

and is constituted in four divisions. This is the league competition of the 42 Clubs referred to 

above and is competed for on a seasonal basis (August to May). It includes extensive 

promotion and relegation between Divisions and Play-Off competitions between Clubs in the 

same and different Divisions. Each member Club plays in 36 or 38 League Matches in a 

Season, dependent on Division, on a Home and Away basis. In addition, some Clubs can be 

involved in up to 6 Play-Off Matches. 

3 The SPFL is at the 'top' of the football pyramid in Scotland. The SPFL Champion Club 

automatically qualifies to compete in the qualifying rounds of the European Champions 

League and its 42nd Club at the end of each Season competes in the Pyramid Play-Off 

Competition with the leading Club from the football league competitions below. 

4 In addition, the SPFL Limited owns and operates two first team senior professional cup 

competitions, the League Cup and the Challenge Cup, as well as a Development League in 

three divisions, primarily for Under 20 Players. In the cup competitions operated by the SPFL 

Limited and in the Scottish Cup operated by the Scottish FA the largest Clubs with the greatest 

away supports routinely play against Clubs from the lower Divisions of the SPFL and from 

leagues below. 



5 The SPFL is the only Scottish member league of the Association of European Professional 

Leagues and amongst the member Clubs of the SPFL are all of the Scottish member Clubs 

of the ECA.  

6 Organised football in Scotland is constituted in a “pyramid” structure with the Premier Division 

at the top of the pyramid. Below our 4th division, known as League Two, there is a system of 

opportunities for promotion to and relegation from the SPFL involving the Highland and 

Lowland Leagues.  

7 The SPFL annually provides the Scottish Senior Football Clubs which participate in European 

professional football competitions as a consequence of their League position or Scottish Cup 

success at the end of the preceding Season.  

8 The SPFL was constituted in June 2013 on the amalgamation of the Scottish Premier League 

(formed in 1998) and the Scottish Football League (formed in 1890). By its lineage the SPFL 

is one of the oldest professional football leagues in the world and has included and been 

comprised by Scotland’s leading professional football Clubs for over 125 years.  

9 All senior full-time professional football Clubs and the leading part-time professional football 

Clubs in Scotland are members of the SPFL. Amongst the members of the Premier Division 

of the SPFL are the only three Scottish Clubs which have won European professional football 

competitions.  

10 The SPFL provides the bulk of the players comprised in Scottish national representative 

squads and teams up to and including the Scottish National Team. Where such players are 

now registered with Clubs outside Scotland they will, in the great majority of cases, have 

originally been developed as young players with SPFL Clubs.  

11 It can fairly be said that the SPFL Limited is the united and representative voice of Senior 

Professional Football in Scotland. 

12 The SPFL Limited is uniquely placed to comment authoritatively on the potential impact on 

Scottish professional football of a new BBC television channel for Scotland. 

13 The SPFL Limited welcomes the BBC’s announced intention to launch a new television 

channel for Scotland in Autumn 2018 as part of the overall commitment, made by the BBC 

during the recent review of its Charter, to increase investment in Scotland and to ensure that 

proportionately more of the licence fee is spent on dedicated services in Scotland than is the 

case today. 

14 The SPFL Limited regularly receives feedback from fans of Scottish football who are critical 

of the perceived lack of Scottish professional football available on BBC television at present. 



15 The SPFL welcomes the potential for the new channel – “BBC Scotland” – to offer more 

coverage of senior full-time professional football than is the case at present. 

16 The BBC currently screens television highlights of Ladbrokes Premiership matches on 

Sunday evenings, as part of its Sportscene programme.  However, none of the following are 

currently televised by the BBC whether live or delayed or as highlights: Ladbrokes 

Championship, Ladbrokes League 1 or Ladbrokes League 2 matches; Betfred Cup matches; 

IRN-BRU Cup matches.  It is hoped that BBC Scotland would be in a position to buy, produce 

and televise such content to be enjoyed by licence fee payers across Scotland and the UK. 
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