
Head of Public Policy and Corporate Affairs  
BBC Scotland,  
3rd floor,  
40 Pacific Quay,  
Glasgow G51 1DA 
 
25.7.17  
 
TWIMC 
 
BBC Scotland – New Channel Consultation 
 
Scottish Documentary Institute is very excited at the prospect of a new 
TV channel in Scotland. We hope it will boost the local production sector 
in terms of creating better sustainability for Scottish companies, but also 
it should have the potential to make Scottish talent (on and off screen) 
known to Scottish audiences. It should be the cornerstone to developing 
a Scottish quality trademark for programming that can also be exported 
and shared with the rest of the world.  
 
In order to do that (and what is missing from the outline to the proposed 
channel), it is important that the commissioning process is open to 
international co-production through Scottish producers, also engaging 
with topics and characters outside Scotland. For documentaries, this 
could be enhanced by, for example, creating a regular feature 
documentary slot, which becomes known internationally (akin to BBC 
Storyville) for award-winning work. There is increasingly less and less 
space for international documentaries on UK TV, and Scotland could 
change this trajectory. 
 
This would strengthen Scottish producers’ national and international 
standing, enable them to leverage international and additional financing 
for projects, and expand their international outlook and industry 
network. This would also, in our opinion, importantly, enhance public 
value by bringing a more diverse set of programmes to a diverse and 
outward looking Scottish audience. In addition, commissions should also 
be measured by additional financing and investment attracted to 
Scotland, not just viewing figures. 
 



We are excited and very much want to make a success of this channel 
but we are also concerned: 
 
First is that the channel is SD not HD. A 21st century TV channel needs to 
be up to date in terms of technology. This is not the way to start a new 
channel.  
 
Second is the budget of £30M. We understand that the channel has 800 
hours to fill, but there is no way this budget is going to support the 
production of new programmes at a comparable standard and budget 
elsewhere in the BBC. And it would be an insult to Scottish audiences if 
they are offered repeats to fill those slots. We will lose audiences, not 
gain them, and it’s in danger of setting the new channel up for failure. 
 
According to latest BBC Accounts, the BBC in Scotland:  
Raises £321.7m of Licence Fee income 
Spends £233.0m in Scotland (no exclusions or exceptions noted in the 
accounts) 
% Scottish raised Licence Fee reinvested by the BBC in Scotland is 
72.42% 
27.58% of the Licence Fee raised in Scotland is spent elsewhere in the 
UK. 
  
The expenditure earmarked for the new channel still does not come 
close to allocating additional amounts needed to approximate Welsh or 
Northern Irish spend, where the average Licence Fee spend % by the 
BBC is 98.00%.   
 
In addition, out of this £30M is to come £8M for the News. So, there is 
clearly only enough for a rather threadbare service, where we all have to 
struggle to make budgets work and deliver great programmes.  
  
In summary:  
  
We welcome the intention behind the new channel to produce high 
quality and distinctive output for an outward looking nation.  
  
The benefit to the consumers (and its overall social, cultural, democratic 
impact), would be enhanced if the License fee spend was allocated fairly 



in Scotland, as in Wales and Northern Ireland, thus enhancing the overall 
budget for the new channel. 
 
If co-productions are sought and encouraged, it will make Scottish 
producers more competitive internationally, bringing value and valuable 
programmes to Scotland and further developing the production sector, 
including on and off screen talent. We see no detriment to enhanced 
Scottish competition for additional commissioning. 
     
We’re available for further comments and look forward to the result of 
the review. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Noé Mendelle 
Director  
Scottish Documentary Institute 
www.scottishdocinstitute.com 
 


