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BBC New Channel for Scotland 

Public Interest Test Response – Institute of Local Television 

Ltd 

The Institute of Local Television welcomes this opportunity to 

consider possible the Public Interest presented in the 

BBC’s proposal to launch a new TV channel in Scotland.  

 

The Institute is a longstanding advocate of more localized forms 

of television service including those best shaped to serve local 

democratic communities and communities of interest.  

 

The Institute began work in the mid-1980s as cable TV was 

introduced in the UK with a unique local footprint.  

 

However the competition for cable from satellite, as well as 

carriage issues lead to franchise consolidation and profitability 

worries that meant that the independent local channels and the 

community obligations of the Cable Act were abandoned. A few 

and remained for a couple of years on a handful of pilot cable 

channels.  

 

By drafting a House of Lords Amendment to the Broadcasting 

Bill in 1995 the Institute of Local Television successfully secured 

changes to the subsequent Act to include the introduction of 

local TV channels (initially in analogue). This was on spectrum 
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that would remain unused until the introduction of digital 

Freeview.  

 

In 2007-08 the Institute contributed to the Scottish 

Government’s study on the introduction of a new Scottish 

channel (Chaired by Blair Jenkins).  

 

Working within the Scottish Local Television Federation we 

made public long-standing thoughts shared by small-scale local 

TV producers and production companies to model the 

introduction of a new decentralised/network based channel 

focused on three channels per mux based on transmitter sites 

that serve Scotland.  

 

At the time spectrum was available for this option. 

 

The Scottish Digital Network study can be reviewed on:-  

http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2011/01/19140602/0 

 

Rather than rekindle in digital form our Scottish analogue 

services in 2012 we shifted from the centrally one-size-fits-all 

emphasis placed by Ofcom on local channels, away 

from broadcast’s ‘pushing' to encourage viewer selection 

by ‘pulling' content via the Internet.  

 

We set out to service communities of interest based generally 

http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2011/01/19140602/0%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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around arts-news coverage, initially in Scotland but now also 

across Ireland. 

 

From the outset our ‘Summerhall TV’ service (based at the 

Summerhall Arts Centre in Edinburgh) was run as a 

WordPress ‘.tv’ wrap. This site embedded and organised an 

archive (of 1000 + local TV clips) adding contemporary arts-

news clips (1500 +) based around the Edinburgh Fringe Festival 

at and later contemporary art exhibitions and book festivals 

throughout Scotland year-round.  

 

This organic trend to encourage multitude of shared or 

embedded versions of each clip continues with the introduction 

of www.artinscotland.tv, www.writerstories.tv, 

www.craftscotland.tv and www.artinireland.tv.  

 

The growth in outlets satisfies a more specialist work-emphasis 

within the arts. We also extended the model to Ireland where 

RTE embed the clips we make for the Arts Council of Ireland’s 

Culturefox TV site.  

 

The clips which appear on www.artinireland.tv and on our 

Facebook pages also form compilations for NvTv which are 

broadcast in Belfast and for CCT on cable in Cork. In addition a 

two monthly arts documentary service provides a 24 minute 

what’s-on rogramme for Air Lingus’ transatlantic visitors.  

http://www.artinireland.tv/
http://www.artinireland.tv/
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While copyright remains with the Institute, via its 

waivers/consent forms, it is important that these clips are 

circulated on a creative commons basis via Vimeo and 

Facebook. Clips for a relatively small rural gallery regulary 

receive 1-2000 views and several tens of shares in a few days 

from uploading. 

 

‘Arts-news’ itself is a simple interview and cutaway technique 

that enables a sustainable quality of output supplied by 

freelancers employed from among recent media graduates. Our 

aim working with local freelancers is to provide a rapid 24-48 

hour turnaround of arts-new introducing exhibitions and 

performances efficiently and at low cost.  

 

From Ireland and more remote areas of Scotland the footage is 

forwarded at source via WeTransfer or Dropbox to be edited 

and uploaded from Edinburgh.  

 

We employ six freelancers in Ireland and a full-time editor as 

well freelancers in Scotland.  

 

The 2-3 minute clips are circulated on the Internet and social 

media (primarily) by those we initially film.  

In 2015 we also started producing versions of our clips in 

Scotland and Ireland with on screen subtitles to better enable 
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mobile viewers or those with hearing impairment to access the 

clips without audio. 

 

Recent Developments 

In 2016 we began av partial move of our production fdacilities 

to Sanquhar in Dumfries and Galloway. Here we have 

programme making focused on the local Scots language and its 

association with Ireland’s Ulster Scots. Through MERZ Gallery in 

Sanquhar (www.merz.gallery) we work closely to record 

performances and talks at the community arts centre, A’ the 

Airts.  

 

We have also made several short programmes in association 

with NvTv in Belfast and are currently preparing a pilot Scots 

Language Festival to run in Sanquhar in 2018.  

 

Our objective in Dumfries and Galloway and Ayrshire is to 

provide a focus for Lowland Scots programming celebrating and 

exploring history as well as its contemporary use. 

 

Several years ago the Institute partnered a proposal introduce a 

Scottish Border TV service at a time when ITV’s franchise 

renewal suggested to the Government of the day that the 

service straddling the Border was not satisfactory. The 

Government subsequently abandoned this proposal. 

 

http://www.merz.gallery/


 6 

In conclusion … 

 

The Institute of Local Television believes that more localized 

forms of television and TV like content circulated via social 

media are important and that these services address a scale to 

provides news, current affairs and cultural programming to 

satisfy local democratic accountability, addressing diverse 

communities of interest in the arts and culture by promoting 

those interests widely with dignity and respect.  

 

A combined web and TV service for Scotland would be an 

important step forward. 

 

Dr David Rushton 

Director 

Institute of Local Television 

Edinburgh and Sanquhar 

 
 


