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Equity’s Submission on the Public Interest Test  
of the proposed new BBC Television Channel for Scotland 

 

1. Equity represents over 40,000 performers and creative personnel working across the 
UK’s creative industries. Our members include actors, singers, dancers, variety artists, 
stage managers and stunt performers who work across various sectors including theatre, 
light entertainment, television, film, video games and the music industry.  
 

2. We have 2,501 members living in Scotland. Equity members are highly mobile of 
necessity. The television industry in the UK is centred on London and many Scottish 
raised Equity members chose to live there. We have no data on whether members 
identify themselves as Scottish. 

 

3. The BBC is one of the most important employers of Equity members because of the 
investments it makes across a diversity of output. It also plays an important role in 
supporting the wider creative industries through providing training and development for 
creative workers and provides much of the funding that fuels the UK’s and Scotland’s 
independent production sector, another significant employer of Equity members.  

 
4. The television Industry in Scotland is a discrete but interrelated grouping from the UK as 

a whole. In almost all areas of television, London is the dominant location but 
technology and modern communication are enabling more widely dispersed activity.  

 

5. Equity members have been concerned for some time that all of the UK’s nations and 
regions and nations should be able to take an active part in the creative industries and 
that work opportunities should be available throughout the UK. Currently performers 
who are not based in London and the South East of England often struggle to find 
enough employment to sustain a career in the entertainment industry and many have to 
consider relocating in order to access continued opportunities.  

 

6. Equity welcomes the proposal for the new BBC Scotland channel and hopes that it will 
lead to more employment for Equity members in Scotland. However we have concerns 
about the level of funding for the new channel.  

 

7. In the consultation document for the Public Interest test for this new channel the BBC 
says: In February 2017 the BBC announced its intention to launch a new television 
channel for Scotland in Autumn 2018 . This proposal is part of the overall commitment, 
made by the BBC during the recent review of its Charter2 , to increase investment in 
Scotland and to ensure that proportionately more of the licence fee is spent on dedicated 
services in Scotland than is the case today.   
 

8. In the BBC’s own Annual Report the amounts raised and spent in Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland are itemised.  
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 In Scotland the BBC raises £321.7m in Licence Fees but only spends £233m 
(72.4% retention- subsidy from Scotland of £88.7m).  

 In Wales BBC raises £188.5 m and spends £185.9m (98.6% retention- subsidy 
from Wales of £2.6m). 

  In Northern Ireland the BBC raises £99.8m and spends £97.2m (97.4% 
retention- subsidy from NI of £2.6m) 
 

9. These figures suggest that the commitment to a new Scottish channel, whist welcome, is 
a first step in addressing an acute imbalance in funding arrangements. 

 

10. The news commitment for the new channel appears to be a response to the long debate 
about the ‘Scottish Six’ which went on for years. However, this could account for up to a 
third of allocated funds, leaving insufficient resources for any plans for drama 
production. 

 

11. It is significant the BBC Wales and Northern Ireland have been more successful in 
securing commissions for returning drama series than BBC Scotland. River City holds an 
anomalous position as a returning drama series that is not broadcast UK wide. Does this 
suggest a lack of confidence from BBC commissioners in what is being produced in 
Scotland? 

 

12. Equity welcomes any commitment to more production in Scotland, (especially in the 
genres of Drama, Childrens’ and Light Entertainment) but believes there is a problem 
with the Ofcom definition of an out of London production- namely the exclusion of front 
of camera talent or activity. 

 

13. Equity has been campaigning to persuade Ofcom to incorporate a meaningful ratio of 
“on screen talent” into their definition of what constitutes an out of London production. 
At the moment “on screen talent” is specifically excluded. 

 

14. As identified above, Ofcom has a definition for ‘out of London’ production that excludes 
front of camera talent and activity. Equity urges the BBC to work with Ofcom to develop 
a more transparent and meaningful definition of a production’s location. 

 
15. As a world, UK national and Scottish broadcaster, the BBC plays a crucial role in our 

economy, both as an employer and an exporter of goods. It also acts as a standard 
bearer for the audio-visual sector in terms of quality, diversity, and innovation. This new 
investment from the BBC in Scotland will help nurture and sustain the independent 
sector North of the border.  
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