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Dear Ian 
 
Public Interest Test – Proposed New BBC Television Channel for Scotland 

 
Dundee City Council greatly appreciates the opportunity to take part in this consultation 
process following previous engagement with broadcasting consultations including those by 
the Scottish Broadcasting Commission and by the DCMS and Ofcom on Local TV. 
 
Dundee City Council is a local government authority. As part of a well-established creative 
industries strategy, the Council supports the digital and screen production sectors through 
Digital Dundee and screen office, FifeScreen+TayScreen, together with the Councils of 
Angus, Fife and Perth & Kinross. The screen office works extensively with the BBC providing 
free services to facilitate production in the region. 
 
We welcome the proposal for a new BBC Scotland channel and submit the comments below 
according to the contents of the consultation document. 
 
On the process, it is understood that several internal BBC groups have been established for 
different aspects of development of the new Channel. We would strongly urge the BBC to 
include external representation from the public sector (both local and national) and the 
independent production sector to one or more of these groups.     
 
On the proposal, we further welcome that it is about building an ambitious future in Scotland 
and that it is stated to be: 
 
“part of the overall commitment, made by the BBC during the recent review of its Charter , to 
increase investment in Scotland and to ensure that proportionately more of the licence fee is 
spent on dedicated services in Scotland than is the case today.” 
 
Naturally it remains a matter of significant concern that 55% of licence fee raised in Scotland 
is spent here compared to 75% in Northern Ireland and 95% in Wales. Lord Hall was 
reported as telling the Scottish Parliament Culture committee that 2015-16 was "not a good 
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year" for the proportion of licence-fee money spent in Scotland. He said this would rise to 
68% with the new channel. 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-39050612 
 
However, this is still 7% lower than for Northern Ireland and 27% lower than for Wales. It is 
certainly appropriate and in alignment with the above, not only to see expenditure rise in 
Scotland but also to see that expenditure proportionately across the country. 
 
We greatly appreciate that BBC Scotland has a small studio facility in Dundee. The creation 
of 80 new journalism posts is greatly to be welcomed. We strongly urge BBC Scotland to 
locate at least 20% of these posts in Dundee and the Fife Tayside region. We look forward to 
engaging in further dialogue on this and on regional studio provision and engagement with 
both the production and higher education sectors as happens in Glasgow and elsewhere in 
the UK.   
 
The region represents around a fifth of Scotland with a population of over 750,000. It 
includes the cities of Dundee and Perth and population centres such as St. Andrews, 
Dunfermline, Arbroath and Montrose. Fife Tayside is home to world renowned organisations 
such as DC Thomson and is a cluster for industries such as the creative industries including 
games development and digital convergence and bio sciences. The new V&A at Dundee is 
due to open in 2018 and is part of a major re-development of the city’s waterfront. 
 
Significant re-development is also underway in Perth and the four Council areas of Angus, 
Dundee and Perth & Kinross are collaborating on the Tay Cities Deal. Development of 
creative industries and infrastructure is a key element of the region’s bid to the UK 
Government for a funding package of more than £1 billion. 
 
Content 

 
The new channel offers an opportunity for significantly improved coverage of and production 
in Dundee and the wider Fife Tayside region and should have a strategy to engage with 
regional production companies and services and support development of the industry in 
Scotland. 
 
There is growing media production and service capacity and skills in the region with over 30 
production companies. Four leading universities (Abertay, Dundee, Perth UHI and St. 
Andrews) and two colleges (Dundee & Angus and Fife) offer media production courses. Five 
of these have invested heavily in production and studio facilities whilst St Andrews University 
focuses on creative and media business.   
 
Beyond mention of the BBC iPlayer and Digital Satellite distribution, it is not clear from the 
proposal, as to the extent to which the new channel will capitalise on convergence at both the 
production and distribution ends of the spectrum. Dundee City Council is leading on a major 
new European Union project called Create Converge with nine partners in five countries 
(www.createconverge.eu). The project is about using creative digital solutions to show, tell 
and sell. It addresses opportunities for the production sector to diversify skills, increase 
markets for creative production and engage with emerging technologies such as VR/AR. We 
suggest that plans for BBC Scotland should clearly and boldly embrace these opportunities 
and we invite further discussion on this. 
 
With regard to industry development, according to the UK Television Exports Report, as 
reported by PACT, sales to international markets in 2015/16 rose to  over £1.3bn, a 10% 
increase on the previous year with particular opportunities in markets such as China. BBC 
Scotland is also asked to consider working with, and facilitating collaboration with BBC 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-39050612
http://www.createconverge.eu/
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Worldwide, for the regional and Scottish independent production sector. This would be to 
inform and support development of wider content sales and distribution, both in the UK and 
internationally, towards driving wider interest in content initially distributed on the new 
channel and helping to raise the profile of the region and of Scotland. 
 
News Provision 
 
Present levels of news content broadcast either specific to the Fife Tay region or of wider 
relevance and interest are currently very low. There is a disproportionate focus on areas 
such as crime when there is very little coverage of a wide range of other topics such as 
business, industry and technology. 
 
In terms of the regional audience, historical television endeavours and regional media show 
there is a tremendous appetite for coverage of regional news, sports, culture and business. 
Broadcast coverage would significantly enhance community engagement and awareness. 
 
As mentioned above, the creation of 80 new journalism posts is highly positive. In the 
interests of significantly improved regional coverage to achieve proportionate regional 
representation, it would be appropriate to locate 20% of these posts in the Dundee and Fife 
Tayside region.  BBC Scotland is asked to ensure that inclusivity and diversity is embedded 
in the recruitment plan and process.  
 
Distribution 
 
We are concerned that the current proposal indicates that the new channel would be 
available in SD. Given that a key driver of the new channel is to address audience perception 
of coverage about and in Scotland, it is essential that the channel should be broadcast in HD 
or higher as technology permits going forward. 
 
A prominent EPG position such as in place of that currently held by BBC Four is a positive 
and helpful proposal. It would certainly seem to be illogical to have the channel marked out 
as being an inferior offer simply due to being broadcast in SD. 
 
We understand that the BBC itself routinely records content in HD and this is the same for 
the vast majority of independent production companies. It would be a missed opportunity for 
such content then to be transmitted at a lower and older standard. 
 
Availability on digital satellite and the BBC iPlayer are noted. The Consultation does not 
mention the transmission network in Scotland and on this basis we assume that the new 
channel would be universally available via terrestrial broadcast in Scotland including across 
Dundee and the entire Fife Tayside region.  
 
BBC Two 
 
We note the proposal to end separate programming for Scotland on BBC Two and anticipate 
that this change would be extensively promoted and publicised to ensure clarity for 
audiences. 
 
Budget 
 
We note that the proposal includes provision of a budget of £30 million for the new channel. 
Whilst this is a significant amount, we are concerned that the new channel should have 
adequate funds to ensure its sustainability and support for production that is diverse, of high 
quality and across many genres including drama. It is appreciated that the new channel is 
part of the BBC and as such an existing, substantial media organisation. However, reference 
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is made to the report of the Scottish Broadcasting Commission indicating that an annual 
budget of at least £75 million would be required for a new Scottish channel. 
 
We refer again to our comments above on the need for expenditure to rise in Scotland and 
for proportionate expenditure across Scotland. 
 
In conclusion, we welcome the proposal for a new BBC Scotland channel and opportunities 
for collaboration towards its future success. Thank you for your consideration of our 
submission and we look forward to further dialogue and engagement in the consultation and 
development process. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Gregor Hamilton 
Head of Planning and Economic Development 


