
In response to the consultation ‘PUBLIC INTEREST TEST ON THE PROPOSED NEW BBC TELEVISION 
CHANNEL FOR SCOTLAND’ I would like to make the following points: 
 
The commitment to a new BBC Scotland channel is welcome, however in order that the channel may 
deliver quality content to compete in the primetime sector during which it will broadcast the 
majority of the programmes 1900-2400, it is clear that the budgets are not enough.  The average 
works out to be less than £27000/half hour. 
 
My understand is that the following numbers reflect the current situation: 
 
The BBC in Wales:  
Raises £188.5m of Licence Fee income 
Spends £185.9m in Wales (this excludes cost of content commissioned by S4C but funded by the 
licence fee) 
% Licence Fee retained by the BBC in Wales is therefore at least 98.62% 
1.38% of the Licence Fee raised in Wales is spent by the BBC elsewhere in the UK (though given the 
S4C spend this % contribution is likely wiped out). 
 
The BBC in Northern Ireland:  
Raises £99.8m of Licence Fee income 
Spends £97.2m in Northern Ireland (no exclusions) 
% Licence Fee retained by the BBC in Northern Ireland is 97.39% 
2.61% of the Licence Fee raised in Wales is spent elsewhere in the UK. 
 
The BBC in Scotland:  
Raises £321.7m of Licence Fee income 
Spends £233.0m in Scotland (no exclusions) 
% Licence Fee retained by the BBC in Scotland is 72.42% 
27.58% of the Licence Fee raised in Scotland is spent elsewhere in the UK. 
 
Scotland deserves parity with the other Nations and Regions with regards to the spend of the licence 
fee in that sector, and indeed it is imperative that this extremely unbalanced spend is addressed in 
order that the Scottish sector may continue to grow, and continue to make quality programmes that 
reflect this unique and distinct part of the UK.  Without significant extra investment the channel will 
struggle to compete in the primetime arena. 
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