
Submission from Association of Film and 
Television Practitioners Scotland on the proposed 

new BBC Scotland Channel for Scotland 
 
The Association of Film and Television Practitioners Scotland comprises 

freelancers who work in the film and television industry and who are 
based in Scotland.  We campaign for the following: 

 
1.  An increase in Scottish-based television commissioning; 

2.  A national studio/production space for Scotland, capable of attracting 
productions to the country; 

3.  Greater support for indigenous Scottish-based production companies; 
4.  Increased public sector funding for film and television in Scotland in 

the light of increased competition both within the UK and abroad. 

5.  A stand-alone screen agency for Scotland. 
 

We welcome the news that a new BBC Scotland channel is being 
proposed, and we support any initiative to increase the current BBC spend 

in Scotland.  We would hope that this will provide additional opportunities 
for Scottish-based production companies to produce more content, and 

increased opportunities for Scottish-based post-production and facilities 
companies. 

 
Our members, many of whom work outwith Scotland in order to maintain 

and develop their skills in the industry, are keen to see work and training 
opportunities grow in Scotland.  The lack of investment in Scottish 

television talent (including the lack of locally-commissioned content) has 
proved to be a stumbling block in building our industry and maintaining a 

pool of skills and crew-depth here in Scotland.  We welcome the 

Outlander entry-level training programme for people, and would look for a 
similar initiative for the new BBC channel. 

 
We would like to see a further commitment in supporting Scottish talent 

both in front of and behind the camera, and hope that this new channel 
will provide increased opportunities for new writers, actors and directors.  

We are well aware that the current proposed budget would not cover new 
drama commissions, but we hope it would allow for an increase in 

commissioning for production companies that would in turn allow them to 
support new writing talent. 

 
This development of a new channel is evidence of a renewed commitment 

to Scotland by the BBC, and does go some way in redressing the balance 
for the lack of Scottish spend in the Nations and Regions over the last few 

years.  We will continue to stress the importance of using local crews and 

facilities in order that BBC spend is proportionate in Scotland in terms of 



the license fees raised, and we will continue to support greater 

commissioning opportunities for production companies here.  We would 
also expect that these commissioning opportunities would be at a 

professional level to reflect current crew rates, and would be realistic in 
terms of costs of professional production.  This channel should not be 

seen as a way of producing cheap television under the guise of supporting 
up-and-coming talent. 
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