
The Proposed New BBC Scottish Channel: 

 Response to the Consultation from Hopscotch Films 

 

WHO WE ARE 

 

Hopscotch Films is one of Scotland’s leading independent television 

production companies, making cultural programmes and series for BBC 

Scotland, BBC network and beyond. Our main commissioner is the BBC.  

We specialize in high end feature docs, (Story of Film, Atomic, Accidental 

Anarchist) and documentary and arts programmes for BBC Scotland 

(Coming Oot, Watching Ourselves, Bothy Life). 

 

OUR RESPONSE 

 

We wholeheartedly welcome the new BBC Scotland channel. W are very 

pleased and excited that the BBC is taking this radical and necessary step 

towards better representing Scotland to and for itself.    

 

The extent to which the proposal contributes to the BBC’s mission to 

serve all audiences through the provision of high quality and 

distinctive output and services which informs, educates and entertains. 

 

As producers of Scottish content, we understand all too well why the BBC 

fails to satisfy its Scottish audience.  When most of the money and 

commissioning power is based in England (essentially London but even 

Salford is a long way off) there is an inevitable disconnect between the 

people making the decisions and the Scottish part of their audience.   It’s 

different up here and they don’t get it.  It is very rare for a commissioner 

to  commission programme makers who they don’t know, who are based a 

long way away and who they don’t bump into.   

 



So the proposed new channel is a radical and exciting step towards solving 

an entrenched problem. 

 

 

The benefits to consumers who will use the service 

 

As Scottish consumers of BBC content, feeling unrepresented by the BBC is 

a common experience – the relentless London-centricity of the BBC News 

occasionally remembering the Scottish difference at holiday time or to do 

with legislation, the lack of significant coverage of the dynamic Scottish 

Arts scene, even the way Bake-Off doesn’t feel it needs anyone from 

Scotland in the series if they’ve got a Welshman in there – so as 

consumers we are delighted to be offered a Scottish Channel. 

 

 

Any changes to the proposal which in our view would enhance public 

value or minimize adverse impact on competition 

 

We are concerned about the proposed level of spend on new content.  

The new channel will only succeed if its output is high quality and 

distinctive.  This is about talent and imagination – and both the BBC and 

the wider creative community here have plenty of that – but it’s also about 

resources.  In order to enhance public value we encourage the BBC to : 

- increase the spend level on new programming – at least twice the 

amount available for non-news.   

- Look for creative national and international co-production deals that 

bring new money to the table.   

- Keep the spending on the programmes by insuring the infrastructure 

of Execs, HR, support staff inside the corporation is lean and efficient, 

and by letting the independent sector do more of the work. 

- Everything looks a lot better in HD. Don’t skimp at the start. 

 

 



 

 


