
Public interest test on the proposed new BBC television channel for Scotland 
Dr. Marina Dekavalla, Senior Lecturer in Journalism, University of Sussex (individual 
response), 17 July 2017 
 
The proposal for the new BBC channel for Scotland is a welcome development that should 
help address the changing reality of devolution, particularly as the relationship between 
Scotland and the rest of the UK has been evolving in the last years. It is certainly a very 
positive step, which will enhance the media landscape in Scotland and boost the creative 
industries. Whether it will also address the BBC’s recent perception issues in Scotland will 
depend on the content not only of this channel but also of the rest of the BBC output. The 
new channel is nevertheless a highly promising initiative, as is the inclusion of a dedicated 
Scottish bulletin covering the daily news agenda from a Scottish perspective. 
 
The extent to which the proposal contributes to the BBC’s mission to serve all audiences 
through the provision of high quality and distinctive output and services which informs, 
educates and entertains. 
 
The proposal should contribute to serve Scottish audiences and to increase the production 
of distinctive programming in Scotland, beyond what was previously the case. With the 
ongoing decline of the print press, there is a need for dedicated media spaces where 
Scottish issues can be debated, which are accessible to everyone irrespective of age or 
social background. Television remains such a platform to a great extent, and the new 
channel is a good step towards enhancing a relatively restricted Scottish broadcasting 
landscape. The proposed content caters for all three purposes of information, education 
and entertainment. 
 
  The benefit to consumers who will use the service, as well as the wider social, democratic 
and cultural impacts. 
 
The proposed production of a considerable amount of new, original content is very 
promising and the creation of a comprehensive Scottish news bulletin has the potential to 
address a long-standing gap in mainstream Scottish television news provision, which has 
traditionally depended on opt-outs from the main UK-wide provision. This has the potential 
to further enhance informed citizenry and democratic participation.  
 
 Whether there are changes to the proposal which in your view might enhance public value 
or minimise adverse impact on competition 
 
At the moment, the proposal looks very promising. 


