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“Autumn is the busiest time in the arts calendar with blockbuster exhibitions, 
great new shows and prizes galore. While our regular strands, like Radio 4's 
Front Row and BBC TWO’s Artsnight, will be capturing the big events, we also 
have a range of exciting new series and seasons designed to showcase the full 
range of creativity in Britain.  
 

This brochure gives an overview of some of the highlights between now and 
Christmas.  BBC TWO and BBC FOUR are working more closely than ever 
before, joining up with Radio and Online, to provide exciting seasons on 
poetry and pottery, contemporary dance and regional theatre. Centrepieces 
on BBC TWO include new landmark series with Simon Schama and Dominic 
Sandbrook, a major theatre adaptation of The Dresser with Ian McKellen and 
Anthony Hopkins, and the Great British Pottery Throw Down filmed in Stoke-
on-Trent will inspire us all to get creative.  
 

Across our services, there is world-class performance with talents ranging 
from the Ballet Boyz to Harriet Walter, Anthony Hopkins to Kate Tempest. 
There are major new documentaries on key artistic figures like Carlos Acosta 
and Ted Hughes. Radio 4's BBC National Short Story Award is expanding to 
introduce a Young Writers Award, looking for the next generation of writing 
talent. Radio 3's Free Thinking Festival will be 'Tearing Up the Rule Book' at 
The Sage in Gateshead. BBC Scotland releases a major four part series, The 
Story of Scottish Art’, presented by Lachlan Goudie and in collaboration with 
the National Galleries of Scotland. And Arena celebrates its fortieth birthday 
with a ground-breaking new 24 hour commission.  
 

From primetime BBC ONE to in depth documentaries on BBC FOUR to Radio 3, 
the BBC is devoted to celebrating and showcasing the extraordinary arts and 
culture of the UK and bringing it to the largest possible audience. Wherever 
and whoever you are, there's something to transport you.” 

JONTY CLAYPOLE 
DIRECTOR OF ARTS, BBC 
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BBC Arts Online: bbc.co.uk/arts 
BBC Get Creative: bbc.co.uk/getcreative 



INDIAN SUMMER 
SEASON 

This September sees a new season of programmes across TV and radio 
dedicated to one of the most culturally diverse countries in the world – 

India. The season will be a celebration of the richness of its landscape 
and people of the country – but at its heart lies a celebration of India’s 

arts and culture… 

SEPTEMBER 

 

BOLLYWOOD AND BEYOND – BBC FOUR 
Sanjeev Bhaskar presents a retrospective documentary on the history of Indian cinema. 

 

TREASURES OF THE INDUS – BBC FOUR 
A three-part series sees Dr Sona Datta tell the story of the Indian treasures that have shaped 

the modern world. 
 

THE WHITE MUGHAL: A STORY IN ART– BBC FOUR 
William Dalrymple  reveals the remarkable love affair between a British diplomat and the 

Muslim princess he married. 

 
THE ESSAY: A SHORT HISTORY OF INDIAN ART– BBC RADIO 3 

William Dalrymple tells the story of India through five images of Indian art and sculpture. 
  

HOORAY FOR BOLLYWOOD – BBC RADIO 2 
Superstar Shilpa Shetty presents a guide to the music and the glamour of Bollywood. 



IRVINE WELSH: A SCOTTISH RENAISSANCE 
In this programme Welsh takes the temperature of his home city of Edinburgh, 

one-year after the referendum which divided the nation, meeting Mercury Prize 
winning Young Fathers, performance poets Nue Reekie and visual artists Kevin 

and Norrie Harman and sculptor Alex Allan. 
  

HOFESH SHECHTER: EMBARRASSMENT 
Hofesh will look at comedians who use humiliation and embarrassment, both of 

themselves or their audience, as a rich source of material. He’ll also meet 
psychotherapist Philippa Perry and encounters performer Bryony Kimmings, who 

uses embarrassing details of her private life as part of her work.   
 

BEN OKRI: MAN BOOKER PRIZE SPECIAL 
The former Man Booker winner presents a programme on ‘what the Booker did 

for me’.  The show will also profile the six books and authors on this year’s 
shortlist. 

 
JOSIE ROURKE: DOES ART MIRROR LIFE? 

The theatre director wants to look at the complicated relationship between art 
and representation. Subjects include the depiction of real life people in films 

‘colour-blind’ casting in theatre and the rise of the femme fatale. 
 

GEORGE THE POET: NEW BLACK VOICES 
October is Black History Month – but for his Artsnight, George the Poet wants to 

look to the future, telling the stories of emerging and exciting black voices.  
 

ANA MATRONIC: ROBOTS! 
The Scissor Sisters singer is about to publish a book on robots, in this Artsnight 

she will look at the role of Robots in contemporary popular culture. 
 

SEPTEMBER - DECEMBER 

ARTSNIGHT 

BBC TWO’s topical arts magazine show Artsnight will return to Friday nights as the 
cultural partner to Newsnight, with each programme curated by a different major 

player in contemporary British culture. Highlights this autumn include: 



FACE OF BRITAIN 
with SIMON SCHAMA 

SEPTEMBER 

Simon Schama explores the history of British portraiture, revealing the stories 
behind some of the most compelling images in British art. The series examines 
the ways this unique art form has been used as a statement of power, a 
declaration of love, a comment on fame, a reflection on the artists themselves 
and to capture the changing faces of Britain. 
  
In episode one, Simon looks at how portraits have been used for power by 
kings, queens and politicians. In the second episode, Simon looks at the rogue 
strain of British portraiture, made up of artists who have plunged into the 
crowd and given us the faces of the People. In the third film, Simon looks at 
portraits of the famous, and investigates what the celebrated faces of Britain’s 
past and present tell us about our national character. In the fourth episode, 
he’ll explore how love portraits allow us to fulfil our craving to keep the ones 
we love close to us. In the last film, we’ll investigate the complex motivations 
behind some of our nation’s most intriguing self-portraits, looking at what they 
say both about the creative minds of the artists who produced them, and 
about the human condition. 



BBC NATIONAL 
SHORT STORY 
AWARD 

Now in its tenth year the BBC National Short Story Award 2015 
continues to promote the best in contemporary British short fiction and 
to celebrate both established and new writers of the genre.  The five 
shortlisted stories in contention for this prestigious award will be 
broadcast every day at 3.30pm from 21st September . 
 
The hotly anticipated shortlist for the award will be announced on BBC 
Radio 4's Front Row at 7.15pm on Wednesday 16th September. 
Interviews with each of the nominated writers will then air over five 
weekdays on Front Row at 7.15pm from Friday 18th to Thursday 24th 
September ahead of the broadcast of their stories the following day in 
this slot. 
 
To mark the tenth year of the Award, the BBC and Book Trust have 
launched Student Choice, in which nearly 500 16-18 year old students 
from 20 schools around the UK cast their own votes on the shortlist.  
 
BBC Arts will live stream the ceremony and also make it available to 
view on demand. 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 



OCTOBER TO DECEMBER  

imagine, BBC ONE’s flagship arts documentary strand 
returns with a strong line up of films. 

imagine… 

imagine… SHYLOCK’S GHOST 
As award winning writer Howard Jacobson retells The Merchant of Venice 400 years 
after Shakespeare’s death, he travels with Alan Yentob to the ghetto in Venice to 
explore Shakespeare's most performed play and in particular the character of the 
most divisive fictional Jew in history: Shylock. On their journey they examine the 
evidence behind the charge of anti-Semitism against Shakespeare - how did his old Jew 
from Venice become such a useful propaganda tool during the Third Reich and what was 
behind the absurd and infamous proposal to cut off a 'pound of flesh'? 
 

imagine… ANTONY GORMLEY: BEING HUMAN 
Gormley is one of Britain’s most successful and best loved sculptors. Imagine captures the 
preparations for a new exhibition in Florence, on the historic site of the Forte di Belvedere 
as  he follows in the footsteps of Henry Moore who presented a ground breaking show 
there in the early 1970s.   Imagine traces the progress of Gormley’s work across his 35 
year career,  exploring his rejection of Catholicism and capturing the installation of a 
series of sculptures around the UK as he pushes what can be done with the human form 
whilst retaining a spiritual aspect to his work. 
 

imagine… DAVID CHIPPERFIELD: A PLACE TO BE 
The internationally  renowned British  architect puts substance before image, isn’t 
interested in his brand, or a building’s iconic presence on a skyline, “How many squiggles 
can a city take?” he once asked.  This is not attention-seeking architecture, so what is it? 
He has been described as classical, minimalist, simple, but if there is a word he would like 
to apply to his architecture, it is “humane”.  With buildings such as the Turner 
Contemporary in Margate and the Hepworth Gallery in Wakefield, Chipperfield is now 
embarking on two major renovation projects – at the Royal Academy in London and the 
Metropolitan Museum in New York. 
 

imagine… THE ECSTASY OF WILKO JOHNSON 
Julien Temple returns to Imagine building on his film Oil City Confidential  to update the 
story of Dr Feelgood  musician Wilko Johnson. Reflecting on his impending death 
following his diagnosis of pancreatic cancer, Johnson muses on the transformative power 
of mortality.  Determined to live out his remaining months playing music he records an 
album with Roger Daltrey in a mere 8 days and embarks on a series of farewell tours.  Yet 
there is an unexpected twist in the tale, captured here by Julien Temple interweaved with 
use of archive and music. 



GREAT BRITISH 
POTTERY 
THROW DOWN 

Get ready to roll up your sleeves and get dirty with Bake Off’s messier cousin, 
‘The Great British Pottery Throw Down’, as Sara Cox presents the search for 
Britain’s best budding potter. In the brand new six-part series Sara is joined by 
two of the British pottery scene’s most passionate and renowned potters, 
Keith Brymer-Jones and Kate Malone. 
 
The ten potters are set a number of tasks testing their skills at the wheel and 
with different techniques. Each week they have to create the Main Make, 
which sees the potters produce a piece from slab of clay to glazed glory with 
every episode culminating in the reveal of the Main Make which the potters 
present straight from their kiln for judging. But anything can go wrong in the 
kiln… 
 
Get Creative will get everyone in a spin during the Great Pottery Throw Down. 
The Craft Council, one of our ‘Get Creative Champions’, is galvanising pottery 
groups up and down the UK to hold a weekend of taster sessions to introduce 
clay novices to the joy of pottery. On the website, there’ll be articles and films 
celebrating the popularity of pottery and charting its move from enjoyable 
pastime to celebrated art form. 

OCTOBER 



WE BRITISH – BBC RADIO 4 
Joined by our greatest poets, Andrew Marr tells the story of poetry across one epic day. 

 

TED HUGHES – BBC TWO 
A documentary feature about the life and work of Poet Laureate Ted Hughes. 

 

RETURN TO LARKINLAND – BBC FOUR 
Now honoured in Poet’s Corner, AN Wilson revisits the work of Philip Larkin . 

 

RHYMES, ROCK AND REVOLUTION– BBC FOUR 
This film uncovers the story of the great poetry renaissance of the late 1960s. 

 

SECRET LIFE OF BOOKS – BBC FOUR 
Specials on Edward Spenser’s The Faerie Queen and Edward Lear’s Nonsense Songs. 

 

IN CONVERSATION – BBC FOUR 
Poets meet as Simon Armitage interviews Tony Harrison about his life and work. 

 

BLACK ROSES: THE KILLING OF SOPHIE LANCASTER– BBC FOUR 
Simon Armitage writes an elegy for this dramadoc of the death of a student in 2007. 

 

NEW LYRICAL BALLADS – BBC RADIO 4 
This joint commission brings a new collection of lyrical ballads to life. 

 

SUNDAY FEATURE: GINSBERG IN INDIA – BBC RADIO 3 
Poet Jeet Thayil uses Ginsberg’s journals to reveal how he was inspired by India. 

 

WORDS FIRST – BBC RADIO 1xtra 
A new season to reflect and enrich Britain’s vibrant underground spoken-word scene, in 

partnership with Arts Council England and the Roundhouse. 
 

POET IN RESIDENCE – BBC SCOTLAND 
In collaboration with the Scottish Poetry Library, a poet will join the BBC for three months. 

 

THE ONE SHOW: RUDYARD KIPLING’S IF… - BBC ONE 
The One Show will be stage a unique performance of Kipling’s ‘IF’, from Rudyard Lake near 

Staffordshire, to mark 150 years since his birth. 
 

THIRTEEN WAYS – THE SPACE 
Leading graphics and visual artists will inspire mass engagement on National Poetry Day. 

 
 

OCTOBER 
CONTAINS STRONG LANGUAGE:  

A SEASON OF POETS AND POETRY  
AT THE BBC 

Hinged around National Poetry Day, this major season celebrating the disruptive 
power of poetry will see the BBC putting it at the heart of the schedules across 

services with new commissions from many of our major poets.   



YOUNG 
WRITERS 

AWARD 

This year sees the launch of the BBC Young Writers’ Award 
with Book Trust. Open to 14-18 year olds, the aim of this 

Award is to inspire and encourage the next generation of 
short story writers and a cross network collaboration 

between BBC Radio 4 and BBC Radio 1, hosted by the chair of 
judges Alice Levine. The winning story will be broadcast on 

BBC Radio 1 and all five shortlisted stories will be available to 
read on BBC Arts Online and Book Trust web-site.   

 
The winner and the runner-up of the coveted BBC National 

Short Story Award 2015 will be announced live from the 
BBC’s Radio Theatre on Front Row from 7.15pm on Tuesday 

6th October. At the same time the Student’s Choice winner of 
the NSSA and the winner of the YWA will be unveiled. 

OCTOBER 



THE STORY OF 

The story of Scottish art and its impact on the international art 
world will be celebrated in a new four-part series on BBC Scotland. 
Presented by acclaimed artist Lachlan Goudie (pictured) the series 
covers 5,000 years, from the earliest Neolithic art to the present day 
- the most ambitious television series about Scottish art in recent 
times. 
 
Seen through the eyes of an artist, the programmes explore 
developments and innovations in art across the centuries, placing 
Scottish art in an international context and at the same time telling 
a compelling story about Scotland’s social and political history. 
 

OCTOBER 

BBC TWO SCOTLAND 
SCOTTISH ART 



NIGHT & DAY: 

From the first edition on 1 October 1975, which featured Laurence 
Olivier in conversation with Kenneth Tynan, Arena has never failed to 
attract the great names of art, cinema, music, literature and academia. 
For many of the most significant figures in the arts and contemporary 
culture - Bob Dylan, Graham Greene, Paul McCartney, Louise Bourgeois, 
Tammy Wynette, Orson Welles and Nelson Mandela, to name but a few - 
Arena has held a special place. 

NOVEMBER 

THE ARENA TIME MACHINE 

To celebrate its 40th anniversary, Arena has produced an unprecedented audio 
visual experience that runs continuously for 24 hours and can be experienced on any 
device online. Arena: Night and Day presents in sound and vision, synchronised to 
Greenwich Mean Time, one unbroken account of a night and a day. 
  
Arena: Night and Day is made exclusively from material 
from Arena's unique archive of over 600 films which cover 
the story of the world's culture over the past century. An 
accompanying app in sync with the main art work will 
provide further information about the scenes as they 
unfold. 



LET US 
ENTERTAIN YOU 

In the years since the end of the Second World War, Britain 
has undergone a creative revolution, becoming one of the 
most culturally influential nations in the world. 
 
In the post-war years, Britain’s cultural contribution has 
been second to none, from music and fashion to art, film, 
literature and theatre. James Bond to Agatha Christie, 
Andrew Lloyd Webber to John Lennon, it is through our 
culture that the world now sees us. 
 
In four one-hour episodes for BBC TWO, historian Dominic 
Sandbrook argues that this is a contribution anchored 
firmly in our own past. A uniquely British culture, reflecting 
uniquely British values and outlooks which were first 
forged, and articulated, during the Industrial Revolution 
and the Victorian era. The same impulses, the same 
concerns, the same ambitions that drove our Victorian 
forbears, remain the engine of our modern culture today. 

NOVEMBER 



NOVEMBER 

This major cross-platform season celebrates the genius of Britain's 
regional and independent theatre companies: crucibles where 
world-class acting, writing and directing talent is nurtured. 

BBC ON STAGE 

THE DRESSER – BBC TWO 
Anthony Hopkins, Ian McKellen and Richard Eyre combine forces in a new adaptation of Ronald 
Harwood's classic play, set in the golden age of touring theatre. 
 

IMAGINE… MY CURIOUS DOCUMENTARY– BBC ONE 
The world of autism  explored through the hit production of ‘The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 
Night-Time’ meeting those involved in the play interweaved  with  moving testimony from families 
about the challenges they face. 
 

IMAGINE… THE LAST IMPRESARIO – BBC ONE 
Imagine looks at the illustrious and daring career of Michael White, notorious British theatre and 
film impresario who produced over 300 shows and movies in the last 50 years, often against the 
odds and at great personal cost. 
 

LIVE FROM TELEVISION CENTRE – BBC FOUR/iPlayer 
Five one-act plays, performed live from Television Centre, by leading independent theatre 
companies: including Common Wealth, Richard DeDomenici and Touretteshero. In partnership with 
Arts Council England and Battersea Arts Centre. 
 

IN CONVERSATION – BBC FOUR 
Ronald Harwood and Richard Eyre discuss their new BBC production of The Dresser 
 

ON STAGE – BBC ONE ENGLISH REGIONS 
Eleven half-hour regional documentaries reveal the highs and lows of regional theatre. 
 

SUNDAY FEATURE: STARDUST AND SPICE – BBC RADIO 3 
Uncovering the story of 200 years of British Asian theatre and its influences today. 
 

EVENING STANDARD THEATRE AWARD – BBC RADIO 2 
The first Radio 2 Audience Award for Best Musical  features in the BBC’s inaugural coverage. 
 

THE TALE OF MR TUMBLE  - CBEEBIES 
An original stage show starring Justin Fletcher which premiered to great acclaim at Manchester 
International Festival. 
 

RSC’S VOLPONE – THE SPACE/BBC ARTS ONLINE 
The Space has co-commissioned the RSC’s Volpone on-line and on demand. 
 

VICKY FEATHERSTONE CURATION – BBC ARTS ONLINE 
Provocative ideas and performance from the acclaimed director. 



FREE THINKING 

From the 6th – 8th November , Radio 3 will take over The Sage in 
Gateshead, bringing together leading thinkers for a weekend of 
provocative debate, new ideas, music and performance – with the 
theme ‘Tearing Up the Rule Book’. 
 
Highlights include broadcasts from Radio 3 programmes In Tune, 
The Verb, Live in Concert, Music Matters, Sound of Cinema, The 
Essay, The Choir, Early Music Show and Words and Music. Plus 
guests Including Tariq Ali, Joanne Harris, Simon Heffer, Tobias Jones, 
Richard and Daniel Susskind, Tom Shakespeare, Emily Woof and the 
2015 New Generation Thinkers. 
 
 

NOVEMBER 

BBC RADIO 3 
FESTIVAL 



DECEMBER 

THE DANCE 
SEASON 

 

STRICTLY MODERN DANCE – BBC FOUR 
The story of contemporary dance, told through the journey of talented young dancers. 

 

BALLET BOYZ: THE TALENT – BBC FOUR 
This documentary charts the life and work of this ground-breaking company. 

 

WIM WENDER’S PINA – BBC FOUR 
British premier of Wim Wender’s award-winning feature film about Pina Bausch. 

 
1984 – THE SPACE/BBC ARTS ONLINE 

The Space has commissioned Northern Ballet Theatre to present Jonathan Watkin’s new 

production of Orwell’s classic in HD online.. 
 

In addition to a focus on contemporary dance at the end of the year on 
television, BBC Radio 2 have an artist in residence, Thomas Small. Small will 

create four new artistic creations as he becomes Radio 2’s  
first artist in residence.  

As part of the culmination of the BBC’s Year of Song and 
Dance, which was launched earlier in the year, BBC 

television will have a focus on contemporary dance. Some 
of the programmes to hit our screens are below and there 

will be more announced in forthcoming weeks.   



AUTUMN 
2015 

BBC – THE HOME OF BRITISH ARTS THIS AUTUMN 


